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PETBI VICTOR ••• • \ Anihority said Douglas'sdeatb 

■STEVE BOGOAN ••• ^ wascansedbya heart condition. 

' .and JAMES CUSICK ' .\: . . bman unnamed witness told the : 

... \ l - ."■ blade community' paper the . 
Police yesterday started anJn-. - . Voice that Be was beateu after 
vesdgation into mflammatrhy .. being" relieved of his knife, 
speeches made before Wedoe& • As thearea begarr a h ege 

day’s Brixton riots as black ac-\ clean-up, Si?;. Paul said; “We 
: fivists accused the Government ''"have established a criminal in- 


THE YEAR’S 30 BEST^BJMS^I WIN THE BEST SEATS 
Our critics’ guide IN THE HOUSE FOR... 

pop, rock The National Ballet’s Swan Lake 
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Who was to blame? 

Lawyer 
stands by 
‘police 
killers’ 
speech 


said “There were strong ru- 
mours that attempts would be 




fife 


• v. of fedling- to . learn . from the ijoiry, not just into the criminal J 

. areas devastating disturbances offences on tbe streets, but 
i; of 1981. ' '• 

Sir Paid Condon, the Met- 
ropoHtan Police Cbmmissionet, 
confirmed that three shots bad 
been^fixed by rioters and said: 
tests of sjpeecbts were being ex- 
- amined-tosee whethercharges 
. erf matemeat could be brought:. - - 

•' Last mghVasthe co mmnitf e 
ty braced itself for fresh trou- 
ble, attention focused onJ&idy 
Narayan, a blade barrister, wbb 
. told Wednesday’s prote^ere 
. thatthe police wereirillcis and 
added: “They will hot iiritier- 
stand what they have dobeun- : the ^eeches made outside the 
til one ofthero has been kitted;" jxtiice station and we wifl be ex- . 

. The tension 7 in Brirtbawas : : pkrring whether mimmal of- ' 
palpable yesterday: aftet fire -.fences of incitement and other 
worst rrigTrt (rfwalCTOeimcelhe ^offences were committed, 
notorious riots' (rf l98r, arid’T'THe described the distur- 
1985 . Twelve peojrie, fadmlfag . bances as a “setback” fbr the 
three, police officers, were itt- commnniiy, „ but added: “It 
jured ami more.tha» 50 shops wasn’t Brixfoh that rioted last . 
footed duk^.3Lhbo5t sbe horns v night, it was a small minority of 
^^rfriotingJ L . thogs and criminals who -as 

l| v " SniMirods y^t bnL the cam- : ever took for an opportunity to k 

• yfrr.'V c- a ne aCefrrf detpktft- taribarit bacrimfaal eatartiSefc" - 

1 r : .-cwtodr«£3nSQai^ J2S^v -Z- o£Ek9ranF4ll<T confianedihar- *'■ 

j^^C^^jeded ofpurgpng J 

. cupanls ydth a knifp t turned beheve thxee shots were fired, 
sour. The TOfce Go^laiws. : ru^ necessarily at the police,” he 


made to shoot police officers.” 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretaxy.who made an unan- 
nounced visit to Brixton police 
statfcra, praised the action of of- 
. ficers and implored the com- 
/muriity to continue working 
with fe e police. ' 

. However, a caucus of black 
;* activists criticised the govern - 
~ment and the police fbr failing 
■to leant from past riots and de- 
manded the immediate sus- 
pensionofthe officers involved 
in Douglas’s arrest 

Lee Jasper, chair of the Na- 
tional Black Caucus, said: “The 
. events of -last night were in- 
; evitable and we*Ve been pre- 
dicting this would happen for 
1 the last five years.” Alter riots 
in 3981, 1985 and now, Mr 
Jasper said, the same ques- 
tions were being asked but “no 
one has learned any lessons'*. 

Derek Hinds of the Nation- 
al Black Caucus read out a list 
to gathered media of 51 black 
people he claimed had been 

. tolled since 1969 as a direct rc 
snlt of racial violence involving 
the police and prison authari- 
. ties. -'“There has been no 
progress made since 1985,” he 
said. 

Mr Hinds promised the &r- 
: matton . of a new organisation 
catted Operation Black \^>te. 
“Neither Labournor GOTtserv- 
atives rior ; any other parly will 
get oarvote infuture vmless they 
show us they are working for it,” 
he announced. 


PETER yWCTOR 4 T '^ v - ? • 7 

As rught fell on the streets of 
Brixton the; setimeh : of glass 
underfoot and theboarded-up 
shopfronts were, the only, 
reminders of^ ^fednesday mbit’s 
ugly and, lawless scenes. • _ - 
Some ; ^late-gUiss . wtmjLows 
were covered ovbr - after the 
hammering they had taken 
when ga ng s jan amok before 
police baton 'diaiges, oflnars 
were being covered - over last 
night, just, as -a- .precaution . 
against n repeal peafbimance. ‘ 
With , ,tenqjerfidures piuht- 
meting, dn^ seemed unlikely. 
Commuters- sauntered home 
apparently mrfszed -bythe re- 


p d r te an d rigns of the damage. 
-A ifecreet police presence - 
-beat bcWnes mthdrwaterproof 
jackets , with long-handled ba- 
tons poking out beneath, the 
hem^ -was mostly taken up with 
directing journalists to where 
ihey ccmld gel decent pictures 

- of me previous night’s damage. 

Tii eked away in the side 
streets surrounding Brixton. 
Recreation Centre and at the 
back; of Brixton police station; 
van-1 oa dsof riot squad officers 
waited fa then flame-proof 
overalls and body armour.' -They 

- were taking-no chances. . 

.A. growing press carps had 


Lambeth Ttrivn HUH. ] 


row of outside broadcast vans, 
masts high m the air, vied for 
attention with trees full of 
Christmas lights and sparkling 
neon inanimations. 

There seemed little prospect 
of another night of distur- 
bances. But the police were de- 
termined to scotch any ideas. 

Officers handed out leaflets to 
people making their way home, 
which outlined sparse details of 
Wayne Douglas s death, of a 
heart condition, stressed that 
there were no other physical in- 
juries which could have con- 
tributed to Ids death, and stated 
that the full circumstances were 
being investigated by the Police 
Complaints Authority. 



JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

A radical black campaigner 
yesterday said he stood by his 
comments, made about an hour 
before the Brixton riots, that the 
police would not learn until one 
of their officers was killed. 

Rudy Narayan. 58. of Ihc 
group Civil Rights UK, is ex- 
pected to be at the centre of a 
police investigation in lo whether 
the remarks incited a riot. 

Standing on a wall outside the 
Brixton police headquarters he 
fold the crowd on Wednesday 
evening: "The Brixton police are 
killers and they will not under- 
stand what they' have done un- 
til one of them has been killed.” 

He said later that stood by his 
remarks and had no regrets". He 
added: "If a policeman is killed 
because he is behaving badly 



Mean streets: An elderly woman makes her way past a burnt-out building in Brixton yesterday. The legacy of 
Wednesday's violence and looting will take rather longer than one night to put right Photograph: Geraint Lewis 
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EU warning forBiftain 

Britain cannot resist doserEU 
integration, a leading German 
foreign policy strategist ^jre- 
dicted onlbe eve of die Ms«3Lid 
summit. ; ‘ BeeS; 


George warns Clarke over ‘gambling’ 



Leaders of Bosma . OoatHt'and 
ScilMs^»^apea£»treaiy^^ 
already faces a- immbfcr - pf* 
threats. ■ M 

"May’s weather ^-4' 

Dry but cold in Scotland, north;: 
Wiles and .the -North-w&t; : 
Ck>u<fev cold and windy else- : 
where. Sectfaa'Bro,BaKe37 


COUN BROWN 
and DIANE COYLE 

George^the Governor of 
_ thcBahk of En^and, y«aerday 
warned, the ChanceBor of the 
: JExcheqnexthat if. he. gambled 
vrith theeconomy over interest 
rates he. would risk making 
; Britain ?apoor man”. 

LT Tiry MPs and the shadow 
"chancellor, GordoiLBrown, re- 
aciedwith astonishment at the 
l Omkeyliidi 

[ sbatUri^d the show of unify 24 


hours earlier over the first cut 
in interest rates in two years. 

. With Opposition politicians 
and the Chancellor s special 
adviser fa the audience, Mr 
George told a press gallery 
hmcheon at the Commons that 

- on the balance of risk the Bank 
believed interest rates should 
have gone up another half per 
centage point in May. 

- “The Chancellor took a risk 
in not doing that and be got 
tacky. The Chancellor takes 
the view that we were being un- 


neccesarily cautious. As things 
turned out, we were. But the 
point is it didn’t actually need 
to turn out as it did and in oar 
view, if you constantly take 
risks of that kind ... you will end 
up as a rather poor man,” the 
Governor said. 

His remarks were described 
as “crazy” by David Shaw, a 
vice-chairman of the Tory back- 
bench finanoe committee, who 
has backed Mr Clarke by call- 
ing for more interest-rate cuts. 

A senior minister said: “The 


Governor should have known 
better. It really is too much. The 
Chancellor is right to exercise 
his judgement The Governor is 
acting as if we have an inde- 
pendent bank.” 

Mr Brown said: “After yes- 
terday’s show of unity. I am as- 
tonished by this pointed attack 
on the Chancellor's economic 
judgement” 

Mr George said he found re- 
ports about his difference of 
view with the ChanceDor “some- 
times amusing but always pret- 


ty amazing”. Compared with the 
disagreements in the Bundes- 
bank and the United Slates 
Federal Reserve, they were en- 
joying a “love in”, he said. 

His remarks appear to over- 
shadow his main message that in- 
terest rates may have peaked. He 
reinforced the conviction in the 
City and at Westminster that fur- 
ther modest interest-rate cuts are 
on the way in the new year. 

The inflation figures yesterday 
provided more encouraging 
news for Mr Clarke. Headline in- 


flation was down slightly in No- 
vember, showing that Britain has 
now enjoyed the longest peace- 
time run of low inflation since 
the Thirties. The headline rate 
of inflation fell from 32 per cent 
to 3.1 per cent in November. 
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Narayan: ‘I tell it like it is’ 

and someone is acting in self- 
defence I will not fret.’* 

Before the rally the civil 
rights group published a press 
release that called for all the of- 
ficers involved in the arrest of 
Wayne Douglas, the black man 
who died at Brixton police sta- 
uon, to be charged with murder. 

Mr Narayan said yesterday: 
“I can’t be responsible for what 
happened because ihe police 
started all the violence. There 
wasn’t a problem until they 
marched on the black people 
and assaulted them.” 

He went on to describe Brix- 
ton police acting like “Nazis”. 
He said the police community 
liaison committee were “house 
niggers who have been hand- 
chosen to tow the line”. 

Asked whether he thought he 
comments were irresponsible, 
he said: “I just tell it like it is.” 
A thorn in the side of the le- 
gal establishment Foryears. Mr 
Narayan retired briefly to his 
native Guyana in 1991" before 
returning (o Britain. 

A vigorous champion of black 
rights, he practised at the Eng- 
lish Bar for 22 years. He was sus- 
pended from practice three 
limes by the Bar Disciplinary Tri- 
bunal, most recently last year. 

In his suspension for two 
years in 1 988, over his conduct 
"during the trials of two Rasta- 
farians at Birmingham Crown 
Court, he told the tribunal that 
its all-while membership would 
“do credit to the Ku Klux Klan”. 
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Riot inquest: Alienation and distrust of police revealed as Metropolitan commissioner blarries trouble on small 


Rising tension 
erupted in 
conflagration 


JASO N BEN NETTO 

and PETER VICTOR 

The gaping rift between the po- 
lice and sections of the black 
community was fully exposed 
yesterday in the aftermath of the 
Brixton riots. 

Sir Faui Condon, Commis- 
sioner of the Metropolitan Po- 
lice, admitted that the street 
battles were a ‘'setback'' for po- 
lice relations with the local 
community but insisted: "It 
wasn’t Brixton that rioted, it was 
a small minority of dings and 
c riminals who as ever look for 
an opportunity to embark on 
criminal exercises.” 

Sir Paul said huge strides had 
been made since the 1981 Brix- 
ton riots in policing style, part- 
nership, and co-operation with 
communities but he stressed: 
“We are not prepared to allow 
inner-city tension to be used to 
create no-go areas.” 

His remarks that it was onlv 
a tiny section of the communi- 
ty - no more than about 100 - 
was supported by a number of 
black community leaders who 
have distanced themselves from 
the rioting. However, there re- 
mains a significant section of the 
community who believe they are 
being victimised by the police 
and that a series of deaths of 
black men in custody of have 
gone unpunished. 

For the youth on the streets 
of Brixton in the aftermath of 
Wednesday ugly scenes of loot- 
ing and violence, there was lit- 


tle doubt where Lbc blame Jay: 
the combustible mix had been 
simmering foryears. The death 
of Wayne Douglas, 10 days ago, . 
was the spark, heavy-handed 
riot policing had been the “tur- 
bo-charger”, they said. 

“Every black man around 


here Lhinks wbat happened to 
Wayne Douglas could have hap- 
pened to him," said one youth. 


“Ever since PC Dunne [a com- 
munity policeman shot dead in 
nearby Clapham], they have 
been taking their revenge on us. 
It was just a matter of time be- 
fore this happened." 

Many expressed regret for the 
damage done to shops in the 
area and Brixton's attempts to 
rehabilitate itself in the eyes of 
the world. “But if the police had 
just let people have a march 
when they wanted, if they didn’t 
try to use heavy tactics, none of 
(his would have happened,” 
said another. 

Michael Gordon, 37. co-or- 
dinator of the 409 youth and 
community project in Brixton, 
said: “There is a sense of sad- 
ness that commercial shops 
and small businesses have been 
hit. We have made good strides 
in attracting big businesses like 
the Body Shop to this area. 

“But 1 think there was a very 
real sense that what happened 
had been coming for a long 
time. 1 don't think the rela- 
tionship between the youth in 
this area and the police has been 
damaged because I don't think 
there was a relationship,” 


Assistant Commissioner Paul 
Manning, who commands the 
south-west division which in- 
cludes Brixton, said recent un- 
rest meant that police will have 
to “redouble" their efforts to 
build trust with the black com- 
munity. 

He said the police had been 
working closely with the local 
authority - where they now 
have a full time liaison officer 
- and had taken part in a num- 
ber of joint community schemes 
to help provide funding for 
projects involving young people. 

The Metropolitan's Police's 
Tecent Operation Eagle Eye 
street crime initiative caused 
outrage among many in the 
blade community after Sir Paul 
said that most muggers are 
black. 

Hubert James, director of 
Brixton community law centre, 
said the area had always suf- 
fered from an atmosphere of 
tension arising out of police 
treatment of young men. 

“The council has dosed many 
of the resources for youth 
around here. The youth clubs 
are disappearing and often 
those facilities that are left 
aren’t available to the black 
youths because they can't afford 
them. “All they've got left to do 
is stand around on street cor- 
ners.” He said as a result they 
came inLo conflict frequently 
with local police. *T don't believe 
people should bum down busi- 
nesses, but there is a lot of anger 
around here." 



minority oFthugs 

■j T»nL 


was In 


when a peaceful demonstration 
turned into a frenzied attack. . 
'■ Constable TSsshaiw, 39, who 
lives in Kent and is bated at 
Croydon Traffic, was on mo- 
torcycle: traffic patrol duty in 
Brixton when die riot erupted 
last night. 

"At first they were doing 
what demonstrators do, which 
is move about a tittle bit. It was 
no different from any other 
demonstration," he said from 
his bed in St Thomas’s Hospital, 
London. 

“We started bearing on the 
radio that they had set fire to 
the 7 Eleven store and that loot- 
ers had gone by ... the crowd 
moved down Bnxton Road. Wa 
were jus leaving and 20 or 30 
of them just appeared from I 
don’t - know where. 

“They attacked from behind 
and from beside. They dragged 
me off the bike and I ended up 
in a ball cm the floor. 

“I got kicked - fortunately I 
had a crash helmet oh because 
I felt two or three lodes to the 
head and I got kicks on the bode. 
Someone took my baton off me 
and used that on me, J am led 
to believe. 

PC Tisshaw “In that situation 
seconds fed like horns, to be 
honest My colleagues came to 
my help and one got a kick in 


back to my heip- they were halt 
a dozen members of the public 
- to heft' me out, black and 
white, although L don’t want to 
make a point of it,” he said. 

Hr remembered being 
drained out of the mel£e but 


didnot recall much more until 
he was being tended by a police 
medic. 

He said he had been told of 
reports that a motorift drove at 
. the crowd, forcings to disperse 
and almost single-handedly pre- 
venting a potential murder. “If 
I meet hum 1 would be very 
thankful for what he did." 

. PC- Tisshaw also praised (he 
Tfeni tonal Support Group for 
pulling police vans up on each 
side. He said: “While one of 
their medics was looking after 
me, there were four of them 
whose job was just to fond off 
the brads, How do you say 
thank you for that?” 

Asked whether he feared for 
his life, PC Tisshaw. who suf- 
fered a. broken shoulder, frac- 
tured ribs and bruising in the 
attack, said: ‘They did serious 
harm to me. But whether they 
would have killed me, I don't 
know. You are in the lap of the 
gods at that stage of a beating." 

PCTisshaw, who has been in 
the Metropolitan Police for 20 
years, and was in Brixton on the 
night of the last riots 10 years 
ago, said he expected to return 
to duty when he had frilly re- 
covered. 

His wife of 19 veais, Lynda, 
visited him last night and was ex- 
pected to be at his bedside 
with daughters Becky, 17, and 
Rachael, 15, later today. 

Asked what he felt about his 
attackers, he said: “1 don't 
know at this stage if I foci out- 
rageously angry towards them. 
They are just faceless. 

“It is just something that has 
happened, and they will or they 
will not get brought to justice.” 


Family sets 
up second 
post-mortem 


around here." Thankful: PC John Tisshaw recovering in St Thomas’s hospital Photograph: R\ tinned out of the mel£e but wm not get brought to justice” 

Fault-lines create a community apart 


PETER VICTOR 

The family ofWayne Douglas, 
who died in police custody last 
week, have set up a second post- 
mortem examination into his 
death to be held next Tuesday. 

Yesterday. Douglas's broth- 
er Albert, 38, said he was con- 
vinced that Wayne had suffered 
foul play at the hands of police. 
“We have eyewitnesses who 
have contacted us and local 
newspapers to say they saw 15 
police officers kicking and beat- 
ing my brother," he said. 

“They say he broke into 
somebody's house with a knife. 
Even if he did that, he put the 
knife down when told to. They 
should have just arrested him 
not beaten him like this.” 

Wiyne Douglas was alleged 
to have broken into a flat in 
south London on Tuesday of last 
week in the early hours, threat- 
ened the family with a knife, 
stolen bread and then made off. 

Mr Douglas said he was sum- 
moned to a meeting at Brixton 
Police station last on 6 De- 
cember and told that his broth- 
er had been arrested by police 
officers wielding the new long 
baton. "They said officers had 
to hit him on the hands to make 
him drop the knife and that they 
had taken him to the palkc sta- 
tion where he went all funny. 
They said his eyes started 
bulging, and they called the po- 
lice doctor. “They said they 
checked on him every hour, al- 
though he was only there for 
one hour, so I don't know 
where they’re getting that from. 
Then they said his heart 
stopped beating and he was tak- 
en to King’s College Hospital 
where he was pronounced dead 
cm arrival." 

Police told Mr Douglas his 
brother had died of a heart at- 
tack and that he bad been suf- 
fering from an enlarged heart. 
"We never heard anything like 
that. They said because my 


brother had run away, the 
adrenalin gave him the heart at- 
tack. That's how they tried to ex- 
plain it but we didn’t know 
anything like that.” 

He regretted the violence 
that broke out after the demon- 
stration about his brother's 
death. “That’s not what we 
were about -but having said that 
I understand feelings are run- 
ning high." Mr Douglas added: 
“He was very sociable, had a lot 
of friends, just a normal guy.” 
Whyne Douglas, 26, was bora 
in Dulwich, south London, and 
had recently set up home with 



Fourteen years on from Lord 
Scarman’s report into the 1981 
Brixton riots, more titan £200m 
in regeneration funding has 
been thrown at the deprived in- 
ner city borough, with another 
£210m pledged over the next 
few years. 

But as Wednesday night’s ri- 
ots have highlighted, the large 
sums of money have failed to 
tadde the underlying problems 
facing some sections of the 
Brixton Community - particu- 
larly the disaffected young. 

Yesterday Lord Scannan said 
he was “broken-hearted" about 
the violence and would be mak- 
ing it his business to fold out the 
cause. 

“This is a real tragedy. I 
would appeal to my friends in - 
Brixton that the important tiring 
is to get back to the normal law- 
ful process of protest and pol- 
itics and that nothing will be 
achieved by violence in the 


Alienation remains a feature of life in Brixton, writes Heather Mills 


streets, be it against policemen 
or other people. 

“This is a complete break- 
down of everything that I tried 
to create, " he skid. 

Certainly, beyond the im- 
mediate impact of smashed 
and burot-ont shops and cars, 
1995 Brixton boasts very visible 
evidence of effort and invest- 
ment since Lord Scarman’s re- 
port. The newly-opened £4.5m 
Ritzy cinema and arts com- 
plex, partly funded by City 
Challenge money, now domi- 
nates the comer of what was 
once known as the “front-line". 

Rebuilding around the sta- 
tion mid elsewhere in the town 
has been with help and a £3m 
boost from English Heritage, 
anxious to preserve some fine 
examples of Victorian archi- 
tecture. 


Less visible, but arguably 
more relevant to Brixton’s most 
deprived, the Camberwell Foy- 
er provides training and ac- 
commodation for about 80 
young and homeless. About 40 
of them have now found jobs. 
Birrell House, a sixties tower 
block, has been totally refur- 
bished, with an additional 12 
homes built next door with City 
Challenge money. The Baytree 
project aims at getting pre- 
dominantly black women back 
into employment and a pro- 
gramme, run in conjunction 
with the local Lambeth Coun- 
cil has found over 800 people 
into construction training or 
wort 

However, according to some 
locals, these changes touch too 
few of those in need. Black 
writer, journalist and Brixton 


resident, D arcus Howe, said: 
“Millions of pounds have been 
poured into Brixton in the last 
few years under the CSty Chal- 
lenge btit blacks have not ben- 
efited from it by and large. / 

“The rage and fear" that was 
expressed last night was of a 
kind 1 have never experienced 
-and this is my fourth riot,” he 
said. 

The fact remains that Lam- 
beth - which includes Brixton, 
with its high concentration of 
Afro-Carib beans - is one of 
Britain’s 10 most deprived ar- 
eas, as defined by on employ- 
ment levels, mortality rates and 
overcrowded housing. 

Of an average of about 17 per 
emit without work in Brixton 
generally, among whites it isl4 
per cent, among blacks it rises 
to 29 per cent On some of the 


borough’s poorer estates most 
people are unemployed. Both 
blade and white youths were in- 
volved in tire latest outbreak of 
violence. 

Across London generally, 
Afro-Caribbean youths are 
more likely to be expelled from 
school than their white coun- 
terparts. Young blacks aged 
between 16 and 24 are twice as 
likely to be without qualifica- 
tions or work, and as the Home 
Office’s research showed, your® 
black people are much more 
likely to be stopped and 
searched by police, more like- 
ly to be sent to Crown court for 
trial, more likely to be re- 
manded in custody and more 
likely to receive a prison sen- 
tence than whites. 

In parts of Brixton where eth- 
nic minorities make np nearly 


half of the community, these 
facts, borne out fay brutal ex- 
perience, lead to strongfeeHngs 
of injustice and inequality. Add . 
to that the spate of the deaths \ 
of bfack * \ 

Gardner, VmjrxSpiier tfriats 
' Douglas ami now Wayne Dou- 
glas - and feeling*, of frustration 
and helplessness set in. 

According toClaude Monies, 
director of the Joint Council for 
the Welfare of Immigrants, 
there has been “a piling up of 
issues” on the black communi- 
ty - including operation Eagle 
Eye, which targets muggers and 
the dampdown on atyl urn-seek- 
ers and illegal immigrants. 

“Because there has been no 
visual signs of their distress, 
everyone thinks tilings have 
got better. In fact the underly- 
ing problems particularly for the 
young - those ones first identi- 
fied by Tord Scarman - have got 
worse, ” he saitt. - / 


Punchy ‘Voice’ expresses the 
alienation of black youths 



Wayne Douglas: Another 
examination on Tuesday 

his girlfriend. His father 
George, who died in 1992, 
came to London from Spanish 
Town. Jamaica, in the 1950s and 
was said to be a popular figure 
in the local community. His 
mother. Pearl, died of cancer. 
He had a younger sister, Lisa, 
23. and an elder brother, Albert. 

In 1987, Mr Douglas was 
jailed for four years for robbery. 
He also served a two-year sen- 
tence for burglary in 1992. He 
supported Liverpool FC and en- 
joyed soul and rap music. 


Much of the anger and indig- 
nation stirred up in Brixton by 
allegations of police brutality 
against black youths is reflect- 
ed in the pages of the black na- - 
tionai newspapers, the Voice 
and the Caribbean Times, write 
Pieter Victor and James Cusick. 

Of these, the Voice isthefar 
more popular and populist, of- 
ten being referred to as the. 
black Sun. 

Its front-page account of 
Wayne Douglass death, under 
a banner headline “TfeO us the 
truth”, with a crossbead “Man 
was beaten by police before he 
died, claims witness" was bound 
to raise the temperature. 

The Caribbean Times ran a 
similar front-page lead and in- 
cluded in its coverage details of 
Wednesday night's demonstra- 
tion. 

The Voice styles itself 
Britain’s “Best black newspa- 
per" and has a lively mix of 
tabloid-style news stories, black 
polemic and pop culture and 


carries a lot cd vohintsuy-sector 
and local-government recruit- 
ment advertising. It circulates 
throughout Britain, as does the 
Caribbean Times. 

The Voice has a long track- 
record of providing some of the 
brightest and most ambitious 
black journalists, who then 
move on to mainstream broad- 
casting and newspapers. 

However, staff there are stall 
smarting from a roasting , re- 
ceived at the hands of the 
Guardian newspaper, which 
criticised the Voice for 1 being 
Sensational and trivial. 

Yesterday a newsroom exec- 
utive at the Voice was unwilling 
to give his name but was unre- 
pentant. “I think our coverage 
was - responsible and well-bal- 
anced. 

“We've bad two deaths now 

involving black men and police 
using these batons and there has 
been almost nothing about it in 
the ‘Fleet Street’ press. Why 
should there be? it's just another 


black man.” 

He said a series ofhigh-pro- 
file cases of a similar nature had 
critically damaged relations be- 
tween black youths and the po- 
lice. -••••• ? • • 

“It just can’t go on. Some- 
thing is desperately wrong with 
the authorities. This is a serious 
issue and we have dealt with it 
seriously. 

“Somebody did say that 
we’ve been accused of stirring 
things up, fait we are not a blade 
Sun. 

“If you look at the way "we 
have dealt with issues over the 
last few years, you can see 
we’re nothing tike that - 
“This was the 5 1st case of a 
death in custody; Brian Douglas 
was the 50th, Wiyne was -51. 
And' this happened just down 
the road from our -offices in 
Brixton. • 

“"Wayne was not the first and 
he won’t be the last “I think it’s 
painfully dear that the com- 
munity has no confidence in the 





TELL US THE 
TRUTH’ 

Man was beaten by 
| police befcre ha ’ 

, dierf. claims witness 


Papers demand the facts 
about Douglas’s death 

Met and the police as a service. 

“We did a piece two weeks 
ago about a guy who got shot 
in StnckwelL 

"He came forward togfoeev- 
iiience, did the rigbrehtag after 
witnessing a crime. He got no 
protection and became a victim' 
himself • 

“If the community can’t trust 
the police, then youll see things 
tike Wednesday night happen- 
ing again.” 
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HEATHER MILLS 

Camera crews and photogra- 


can, for example, identify riot- 
ers and IboteriL V 

Most news organisations ie- 


: phers were deliberately. target- - aistihe mave u«fflccnnpelted to 
ed during Wednesday nights by a court order- nevertheless 
1 riots -an increasing feature of /those invohred&d^sturbances 


civil disturbances. . ■ now view jou 

' Among the vfetim&r a BBC- . of the law. .- 
. crew were kicked and beaten by Tbeprobte 

a gang ofblack and white youths pounded by tl 
who told them: “That’s what lice, themselyes 
' happens if you rome. filming. photographers - 
here”. Sky News’s Gary B layer and rioters do~i 
felled a kick in the back, between the tw 

and then further assaulted as he Yesterday, Sit 

tried to keep hold of his camera, aging editorfrf^ 
As youths ran off with his equip- “It is increasn^ 
meat, he was taken to hospital cameraman^ 
where he was treated for severe . there is vioferi£ 
bruising andshodd. We are gefcsl 

And two men working for about it an&LgS 
London Hens Network were at- 'looking atvfegn 
•■tacked by a gang which trashed give them jareafl 
their link-van equipment V - Simon' 
Camera crews, photogra- editor -of. Ip*f 
phers and journalists have in- : 
creasingty-becoihfi the focus of < been fflaainfe i 
. attacks ever since the law was '$j&qc&th6ta 
• changed to compel them" to^Clfearly the j 
hand over unused footage and — *ifiw$ organa 
film to police, so that officers ■ over material 


now view journalists as an arm 
of the law. 

The probtofcS’Sftuther com- 
pounded by thtefifcf ffiatthe po- 


ll their own 
the streets 
distinguish 


man- 
Sty News, said: 
dangerous for 
Ityeverit where 
’confrontation, 
yf^ worried 
actively 
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^protection." 
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Violence in brixton 


Anatomy of a riot: How a 200-strong protest rally turned into a night of looting and ugly confrontation on the streets 




STEVE BOGGAN 

Chief Reporter 

“The Brixton police are KDeisL 
And they will not, understand 
what they have done until one 
of them has been Irflleri.^ 

With these woiris, hopes that 
Wednesdaynight's protest over 
the death of Wayne Douglas 
would remain peaceful seemed 
to evaporate into the freezing 
night air. 

Until they were shouted by 
Rudy Narayan of the protest 
group Civil Rights UK. the 200 
who had gaffiered outside Brix- 
ton police station were intent on 
nothing more than making 
known their -complaints about 
the death of a young black in' po- 
lice custody. 

The seeds of their anger and 
frustration had been sown at 
2.30am on Thesday last week 
when police officers arrested a 
confused and violent 25-year- 
old who had spent the previous 
six weeks living in a shelter for 
the homeless in Crystal Palace. 

Wayne Douglas had broken 
into a flat in Strathleven Road, 
Brixton. and. threatened a fam- 
ily with a knife. Details of his 
slate of mind will emerge in the 
coming days, but the fact that 
be stole no more than a loaf of 
bread may turn out to be a sig- 
nificant pointer. 
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After he fled with the loaf, he 
was chased by police and cor- 
nered in a childreri’s playground 
in New Solon Road. He threat- 
ened the officers with at least 
one knife -some reports say two 
- and had to be overpowered 
with the use of long batons. Il 
is these Batons which are seen 
by some sections of the Brixton . 
community as offensive rather 
than defensive weapons. Police 
officers simply believe they of- 
fer more protection against 
knife attacks. 

After being wrestled to the 
ground, Douglas was taken to 
Brixton police station but was 
found dead in his cell an hour 
later.- 

Scotland Yard has released 
preliminary details dta past-, 
mortem examination wfakii sug- 
gest that he died as a. result' of 
a heart condition. 'However, 
last week’s issue ofThe.tbice , . 
a black community newspaper. ■ 
carried an mterview with aniin- - 
namedwitnessfeDou^asVar- 




830 pm 

rooters begin looting 7-El even store 
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930 pm 

7-Eleven store set on fire 






Yesterday 

Scenes of devastation 


, ( xi 


10 pm 

Motorcycle policeman attacked 


10.35 pm 

Car showroom looted. Three cars 
pushed onto Etfra Road 
and torched 


8:55 pm 

root poHcs storm crowd gathered outside Ritzy 
cinema ' 


Looters hit shops on Brixton road 
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^ ) 1:10 am 

/ Police regain control of central Brixton 


and beatm mm, using unhec- 
essary.force. - • 

Hus,. then, at . 630pm on 
Wednesday, was the back- 
ground for MrNarayan’s angry 
words. The meeting had start- 
ed peacefully. It seemed that it 
would take more than his strong, 
words to inflame die crowd 
but after he had uttered them. 
Mr Narayim was asked by Paul 
Rees, a London Evening Stan- 
dard reporter, whether they had 
been “misguided and possibly 
dangerous". 

According tip Mr Rees, Mr 
Narayan repliedr “The police 
are usipg public money ana pub- 


lic equipment to kill black peo- 
pfe If a^olicemqn is killed be- 
cause he is behaving badly, I will 
not fret.” 

: 7.20pm: The crowd had de- 
cided to stage a march - which 
had not been cleared with the 
police - and a further protest at 
Brixton Oval, a busy traffic 
joncdoii. Withm 30 minutes, po- 
lice wearing riot gear were mo- 
bilised to stop die protestors 
blocking traffic. 

With an increasingly hostile 
mood developing, journalists 
and passers-by were threat- 
ened by some protestors as a po- 
lice cordon was set up across 
Acre Lane and Brixton Road. 

“From here on in, it just git 
angrier and angrier ” said one 


witness. Others leaving the 
nearby Ritzy Cinema said they 
saw groups of youths with mo- 
bile phones bemg dispersed by 
police, only to re-group else- 
where. 

830pm: Mounted police 
were brought in as other offi- 
cers in riot gear tried to move 
protestors north and south, 
dashing with a group outside a 
7 -Eleven store next to Brixton 
Underground station on Brix- 
ton Read. One witness said; 
“They were pushing people 
with their shields and the win- 
dow smashed. Some people 
were saying the police actually 
pushed someone into the pane. 
After that, all hell broke loose." 

A mob ran into the store. 


causing staff to flee through a 
rear exit, and looters virtually 
emptied the shop while, outside, 
bricks and bottles were thrown 
at police and motorists. 

835pm: Riot police moved 
into a crowd that had gathered 
outside the Ritzy Cinema. With 
other roads blocked by police, 
witnesses reported general pan- 
ic. One taxi driver who got in the 
way - and hurled racist abuse 
- was dragged from his cab and 
beaten, but be managed to es- 
cape and drove away. 

930pm: Rioters continued to 
throw bricks and bottles in run- 
ning battles with police until a 
group set fire to the looted 7- 
Eleven store. The store man- 
ager, Chris Edun, 33, said: “I 


just stepped out on to the street 
for a couple of minuLes and 
when 1 came back the whole 
place was up in flames. There 
were people coming in. taking 
stuff from the shop. The six staff 
that were working at the time 
just ran out the back and left 
them to smash the place up." 

Looting and vandalism con- 
tinued along Brixton Road for 
at least 30 minutes more. Mot- 
ley's department store, a hi-fi 
shop and florists' shop were all 
looted. Customers in Pizza Hut 
were showered with glass when 
a gang of youths threw bricks 
through its front fascia. 

10pm: Violence escalated 
until the most harrowing inci- 
dent of the night occurred. 


John Ttsshaw. 30 , a motorcycle 
patrol officer, was dragged from 
his motorbike at the junction of 
Ferndale Road and Brixton 
Road by a gang of youths who 
severely beat him. 

One witness 10 the attack 
said: “They were kicking him 
and one of’them had a big slick 
which they used to hit him. He 
had his helmet on. so at least 
that protected his head. He was 
lying on the ground, but then 
tihey got him on to his knees and 
they were holding him like that, 
kicking him in the back as if they 
were trying to break his spine. 
It was horrific.” 

PC Ttsshaw was rescued by 
colleagues after a member of 
the public had driven at his at- 


tackers. causing them 10 back 
off. He suffered a broken shoul- 
der and cuts and bruises. 

1035pm: Looters turned 
their attention to a car show- 
room in Effra Road. They 
wheeled three cars from a fore- 
court and set them alight 

Reports varv. but within min- 
utes of the Effra Road incident 
police, journalists and local 
people heard three gunshots. 
Armed police were deployed 
and hundreds of police in riot 
gear fanned out to try to reclaim 
the area. 

11.15pm: A gang forced 
along Ferndale Road by the po- 
lice raided the Frank Johnson 
sports shop, looting expensive 
training shoes and sports gear. 


A shop slocking Adidas snoru. 
gear was also looted. 

Midnight: The Dog Star pub 
at the junction of Atlantic Road 
and Cold harbour Lane was 
vandalised as part of the mob's 
retreat. 

1.10am: Police had secured 
the centre of Brixton. although 
small sporadic outbreaks of 
trouble continued along Cold- 
harbour Lane. 

By the time Brixton returned 
to a relative slate of normality. 
50 shops had been looted, three 
pubs had been attacked. 10 
ears and a coach had been 
torched or vandalised. 22 peo- 
ple had been arrested and 12 
people, including three police 
officers, had been injured. 
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Banks put off by cost of student loans 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

The Government 5 plans to pri- 
rati se student loans are to be de- 
layed until after the general 
election in the face of opposi- 
tion from the banks, it emerged 
yesterday. 

Cuts in other areas of educa- 
tion might have to be made 
after the embarrassing post- 
ponement of proposals which 
would have saved the Treasury 
flQOm in their first year. Minis- 


ters hoped that the banks would 
take on much of the cost of the 
loans, but several expressed 
doubts about their commercial 
viability. The Midland said it 
would not be taking parL 
The announcement came as 
students faced an increasing 
possibility that they might have 
to pay top-up fees. Cuts to uni- 


versity funding announced in 
the Budget will mean that uni- 
versities' capital spending will go 
down by more than SO per cent 
in three years, the Higher Ed- 


ucation Funding Council said 
last night. At the same time 
grant and fee income will be re- 
duced by 12 per cenL 

The council has offered in- 
centives to universities to cut stu- 
dent numbers and announced 
that it is reviewing plans to 
fund the development of li- 
braries and computer networks. 

At a meeting next month, 
some vice-chancellcss will argue 
dial under such financial pres- 
sure they have no alternative but 
to charge top-up fees. 


Another, less radical alter- 
native would be to press for a 
system under which students 
would receive loans for both 
maintenance and fees. So far 
politicians in both major parties 
have resisted such proposals but 
with loans worth £lbu out- 
standing the pressure for 
change is growing. 

Yesterday Enc Forth, the 
Hkher Education minister, told 
a Commons committee on the 
Student Loans Bill that he had 
decided to delay the reforms for 


a year despite arguing against 
such a move only two days ear- 
lier when labour proposed it. 

“Following our discussions 
with the banks, we have decid- 
ed to defer the implementation 
date of the loam scheme from 
October 1996 to October 1997. 
Considerable changes to their 
information technology systems 
... and the considerable merg- 
er activity taking place ... would 
make it difficult for them to 
meet the tight deadline that we 
envisaged,” he said. 


A similar scheme ; proposed 
five years ago' when student 
loans were first introduced col- 
lapsed because the banks pulled 
oul The current system is ad- 
ministered fay the private Stu- 
dent Loans Company but is 
funded by the Treasury. 

Bryan Davies, Labour’s high- 
er education spokesman, said 
ministers should never have 
gone ahead with legislation un-' 1 
til it had the banks’ support. He 
said it was onfy two d^s since Mr 
Forth had vigorously resisted a 


Labour amendment which 
would have delayed implemen- 
tation of the Bill fora year. 

“The Government has ef- 
fectively admitted that its loam 
scheme is a flop. The banks 
don’t want to touch it,” he said. 

An Murphy, president of the 
National Union of Students, 
also welcomed the news. “It was 
obvious that the banks and stu- 
dents themselves saw the flaws 

m this scheme to privatise kjans. 
Now it is dear that the Gov- 
ernment does as weS,” he said. 


Ashby ‘eyed up 
the customers’ 
at a gay pub 


REBECCA FOWLER 

David Ashby, the Tory MR was 
allegedly spotted in one of Lon- 
don's most famous gay pubs - 
wearing an anorak and eyeing 
up customers - by a journalist 
Mho had slopped off for a drink 
there. 

Andrew Pierce, a Tones jour- 
nalist who formerly worked for 
the newspaper's political de- 
partment, told a libel jury yes- 
terday he visited the Queens 
Head pub in Chelsea on 14 
December, 1991, at around 
8.30pm. According to Mr 
Pierce. Mr Ashby arrived in ca- 
sual clothes shortly afterwards 
and was unmistakable. 

“To my astonishment David 
Ashby was walking towards me. 
You don't usually expect to see 
a Conservative MP in a gay pub. 
He was inches from my face, be 
looked directly at me and I 
looked at him,” Mr Pierce said. 

*Td seen him in the House of 
Commons on many occasions. I 
remember thinking at the time, 
Ibet he's manied, 1 bet his wife's 
in the constituency. 

“He was walking round the 
bar, stopping still. looking 
around, looking at some of the 
customers. He looked totally at 
ease. Most Tory MPs in my ex- 
perience would run a mile if 
they stepped foot In a gay pub" 

Mr Ashby, MP for Leices- 
tershire North West since 1983, 
was particularly upset by the 
suggestion in Mr Pierce's wit- 
ness statement that he had as 
much luck with customers in the 


pub, as he did making an impact 
on the House of Commons. 

Mr Pierce was giving evi- 
dence in the second week of Mr 
Ashby’s libel case against the 
Sunday Times and Andrew Neil, 
its former editor. He denies he 
is homosexual. 

According to Mr Pierce, who 
stayed in the pub for 45 minutes 
before attending a party held by 
Stonewall, the gay campaign 
group, the Queens Head is an 
unmistakably gay haunt. 

“It's by the Chelsea barracks, 
which made it very popular," he 
said to muffled laughter from 
the court. “You'd have to be 
blind not to realise. It's wall to 
wall with men — gay magazines 
are scattered over the tar, and 
there are gay men canoodling. 
The bar staff are as camp as a 
row of tents, they caD each oth- 
er love and dear." 

Many of the customers were 
also dressed in traditional gay 
clothes according to Mr Pierce, 
with lumberjack jackets, jeans, 
short haircuts and moustaches. 

When Mr Pierce attended a 
launch party at the Cabinet 
Wai Rooms on 31 October this 
year, for a book he co-edited 
called Great Parliamentary Scan- 
dals, he said he was confront- 
ed by Mr Ashby who be was 
surprised to see at the event be- 
cause he featured in the book. 

“David Ashby came straight 
over towards me, and he be- 
rated me 1 was about to take 
part in this case. He was ag- 
gressive and intimidating." 

The case continues. 



Girl, 15 f dies 
from meningitis 

A schoolgirl died from menin- 
gitis yesterday, three days before 
her. 16th birthday. 

Leanne Lester, a pupil at 
Banbury School, Oxfordshire, 
was taken ill cm Monday night at 
her home in Banbury, and died 
in Horton General Hospital. A 
boy, 14. from the same school is 
rec ov e rin g in hospital from a less 
serious form of tnc disease and 
two other pupib are said to be 
suffering snnOar symptoms. 

Jailed farmer freed 

HworSedjgbeer, jailed last week 
for three months for burying the 
house he built without planning 
permission under earth to fool 

council inspectors, was freed by 
tiie High Court after apologising 
for his contempt. The former's 
house at Stoke Gabriel, Devon, 
has now been demolished. 

Death 'suspicious' 

The death of a woman hit by a 
goods train is being treated as 
“suspicious" by police who said 
Damella White, 30, a convict- 
ed prostitute, was found naked 
on the Wist Coast InterGty line 
near Northampton. The cause 
of death was not confirmed. 

Blood shortage 

Flu among donors and bad 
weather have caused a serious 
pre-Christmas blood shortage, 
the National Bk>od Transfusion 
Servte said The first two weeks 
of December saw a fall in do- 
nations of about 10-15 per cent 

Chaplin’s cane sold 

A hat and cane belonging to 
Charlie Chaplin sold for 
£44,750 at Christie’s sale of 
film memorabilia. A yellow 
jumpsuit from the lames Bond 
film Moonraker made £6,750. 
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Crisis of confidence: Minister of Agriculture Douglas Hogg insists *beef is safe’, at a press conference yesterday 


Photograph: John Vbos 


BSE ban weakens Hogg’s reassurance 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Government ministers and 
scientists made a concerted 
effort yesterday to persuade 
the public that eating beef 
carries no risk of catching “mad 
cow” disease. 

Yet their advice appeared to 
be contradicted by new regula- 
tions harming the use of bovine 
spinal cords - a known source 
of the disease - from mechan- 


ically recovered meat (MRM), 
which is used in foods such as 
sausages, meat pies, pafes and 
some stock cubes. 

Dr Kenneth Caiman, the 
Government’s chief medical 
officer, admitted that people 
could already have eaten BSE- 
infected beef products in 
previous years. 

But Douglas Hogg, the Min- 
ister of Agriculture , insisted that 
the growing number* of Gov- 
ernment measures on process- 


ing beef showed that “our first 
concern is the public health”. 
The measures are intended to 
prevent the unidentified agent 
which causes bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy (BSE) 
from entering the human food 
chain. Mr Hogg admitted that 
until there is scientific proof that 
BSE cannot be passed to hu- 
mans: “AD we can do is contin- 
ue to state our considered belief 
that beef is safe, which we think 
is based on good evidence.” 


However, the new regulations 
on meat processing, which 
come into force today, indicate 
that scientists on tire indepen- 
dent committee advising the 
government on BSE are still 
concerned about the risks posed 
by the disease. 

Diane MoCrea, bead of Food 
and Health at the Consumers' 
Association, said: “If the risks 
are enough to prompt changes 
in the use of mechanically re- 
covered meat, what should con- 


aimers be doing aboutproduds 
already in the market?” 
Professor John Pattison, who 
heads the independent Spongi- 
form Encephalopathy Adviso- 
ry Committee (SEAC), which 
advises the Government, said 
that one product, the beef- 
burger, had been unfairly crit- 
icised. “Generally they are 
made of ground red meat and 
some cereal,” he said. “There 
is no MRM in high-street or 
supermarket beefburgers.” 
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! Tf the prelude to Christmas becomes too much, why not escape 

A with a tape? We have teamed up with HarperCoDins to offer read- 
ere the chance to buy up to 20 ‘talking bools’ on a two for the price 
pfffW of one basis. The 20 titles listed on this page range from the epic 
Harper romance of Pasternak’s Doctor Zhivago to the masterful satire of 

Collins Evelyn Wjugh’s Scoop. The books are read either by the authors 

or factors, mduding Paul Scofield. Simon Callow. FrancesTbmelty 

and Martin Shaw. 

For instance, Tom Sharpe’s Oxbridge farce Porterhouse Blue is read by David 
Jason, who starred in Ihe TV adaptation. The new master Sir Godber means 
to change things at the venerable seat of learning, including ending the col- 
lege’s most revered institution - Skullion the bead porter. This, he quickly dis- 
covers, is not a wise move. George Baker reads Ruth RendeD's murder mystery 
The Speaker Of Mandarin which sees Inspector Wexford investigating the death 
of a fellow tourist during his holiday in C hina. Whodunnit fans will recognise 
a master at work. 

To obtain your two audio books for the price of one you must colled four 
differently numbered tokens from the seven we are publishing. The sixth token 
is published today and we will reprint the order form tomorrow. When you have 
collected four tokens, you may order as many audio books as you wish, in mul- 
tiples of two. The cost per pair of titles is £7.99, 

When ordering, please allow 28 days for delivery on receipt of your order. 
The offer closes 12 January 1996. Photocopies of tokens are not acceptable. If 
you have any queries, please call the HazperCollins Audio Books Helpline cm 
01442 824I4L 

Each audio tape, apart from The Hobbit , is worth £7.99 and contains two 
cassettes. The Hobbit comprises four cassettes and is worth £15.99. If you or- 
der The Hobbit it counts as TWO books. 


AUDIO BOOKS ON OFFER 


1 Thomas Hardy, 1tess of the rfllrbeivaes, 
read by Peter flrth 

2 Tbm Sharpe, Porterhouse Blue, 
read by David Jason 

3 Edna O’Brien, Time and Tide, 
read by Frances Tomefty 

4 Patricia D Comwefl, AB Thai Remains, 
read by Kate Burton 

5 Ruth RendeO, The Sp ea ker Of Mandarin, 
read by George Baker 

6 Emily Bronta. Wu tha ring Heights, 
read by Martin Shaw 

7 Joseph Conrad, Victory, 
read by Simon Callow 

8 Charles Dickens, David Copperflold, 
read by Paul ScofiekJ 

9 Graham Greene, Stsmboul Train, 
read by toddy McDowefl 

an Harriet Beecher Stowe, Unde Tom's 

Cabin, read by Ricoo Ross 

11 Arthur Milter, The Cmdbfe, 
performed by Stuart Parkin, Jerome 
Dempsey & Cast 

12 Boris Paster na k, Doctor Zhivago, 
read by Bob Peck 

13 James Joyce, A Portrait Of The Artist 

As A YMmg Man, reed by John Lynch 

14 D H Lawrence, Women In Love, 
reed by Jennie Linden 

15 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Tbm 
Sawyer, read by Mike McShane 

16 Evdyn Waugh, Scoop, 
read by Tony Britton 

17 Robert Louis Stevenson, Kidnapped, 
reed by David RSntouJ 

IS T S EEot, reading The Wasteland, Four 
Quartets & Other Poems 

19 Dylan Thomas, Reading His Poetry 

20 JR RToHen, The Hobbit 

reed by Martin Shaw 
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A 

heavyweight 
PC package 

at a 

lightweight 

price. 


solution. 


Deslpwdjot 


Microsoft* 

Win<W95 


psnt*H»?r 



£1,099 

(£1,320.70 incl. 
delivery + VAT) 



audio tape, apart from The Hobbit, is worth £7.99 and contains two 
The Hobbit comprises four cassettes and is worth £15.99. If you or- 


TOKEN SIX 


• INTtL75MHz PENTIUM* PROCESSOR 9 8Mb EDO RAM e 3.5" DISKETTE DRIVE 

• 525Mb HARD DRIVE • INTESRATS) 64 -HIT PCI LOCAL BU5 VIDEO WITH 1Mb VIDEO 
HBtORY e 15 COLOUR SV6A MONITOR • 4 PQAND TEA EXPANSION SLOTS 11 SHARED] 

• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS • QUAD SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE • MICROSOFT OFFICE 95 

• MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 # DEU. MOUSE/KEYBOARD 
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killer sent 
to mental 


The killer of Lhe _ schoolgirl 
Nikki Conroy was sent 16 a hos- 
pital for the criminally insane-for 
ihe rest of his life , after his 
trial came to an abrupt Hai r 
yesterday. . 

The jury at Leeds Crown 
Court was directed by the judge 
to return a formal verdict of 
guilty of manslaughter on the 
grounds of diminished respon- 
sibility after four forensic psy- 
chiatrists . all agreed he was 
SCTerely mentally il] on the day 
of the attack. 

The judge, Mrs Justice Smith, 
ordered that Stephen James 
Wilkinson, 31, should be sent to 
Ashworth Hospital, Merseyside, 
and that be should be kept there 
for a period without limit. 

Wilkinson, of Middlesbrough. 
Cleveland, denied murdering 
Nikki but admitted man- 
slaughter on the grounds of di- 
minished responsibility. He also 
pleaded guilty to the attempted 
murders of Michelle Reeve, 13, 
and Emma Winter, L2. 

The judge also sentenced 
him to be detained without 
limit in the hospital for each of 
these offences. 

Nikki, 12. died of multiple 
stab wounds and Michelle and 
Emma were also knifed after 
Wilkinson, who was wielding a 
revolver, burst into the maths 
lesson at Hal] Garth compre- 



Nikki Conroy: Died after 
being knifed in classroom 


hensivc, Middlesbrough, on 2$ 
March last year and forced the 
teacher Graham Nellist to leave. 
Wilkinson was overpowered 
" when the school's deputy head, 
Chris Bielby, and another 
teacher, Dave Eland, stormed in. 
Only. later- was the handgun 
found to be a harmless repUca. 

Wilkinson, whose mental ill- 
ness dated tack to his teenage 
years: was also armed with three 
knives and an axe and the court 
heard how more children would 
almost certainly have died if the 
teachers had not intervened. 

Hie judge acknowledged this 
and sard she would be recom- 
mending that Mr Bielby and 
Mr Eland should be officially 
commended for their action. 

Earlier the judge explained to 
the juzy whyshe had derided to 
direct them after a morning of 
submissions from the prosecu- 
tion and defence counsels in 
their absence. She said: "You 
heard four very highly qualified , 
forensic psychiatrists and they 
ali said . . . that he was suffer- 
ing from a severe abnormality. " 

Two of them had described it 
as paranoid schizophrenia and 
the other two said that it was 
paranoid psychosis. 

"They all agree this was a se- 
vere mental illness which start- 
ed in bis late teens and had 
affected his life ever since. I have 
come to- the conclusion that 
there really is ho evidence on 
which i could give you a direc- 
tion so that you could make a 
rational choice between two 
alternatives.'' 

- Before passing sentence the 
judge made a point of also ex- 
plaining her decision to Nikki's 
parents. Peter and Diane, who 
were in the public gallery. 

: The judge said to them: "You 
may find this hard to accept and 
you do have my sympathy m that 
regard. There is not a person in 
this court who does not sym- 
pathise with your point of view, 
but I do hope you will accept 
this decision has not been tak- 
en lightly but with great care 
by the doctors, by counsel and 
by me,” 



Voices raised in song: Nicholas Perry, right, the choirmaster of Lincoln Cathedral School, conducting members of the school’s girls’ choir 
against the mellow backdrop of the cathedral yesterday Photograph: Asadour Guzel lan 


Benefits reprieve for asylum seekers 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS and 
STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Hie Government was yesterday 
forced to postpone its plans to 
withdraw benefits from thou- 
sands of asylum seekers from 8 
January, promising instead a 
Parliamentary debate on the 
changes before they take effect. 

The debate is set to be fu- 
elled, however, by a fiercely crit- 
ical report from the Social 
Security Advisory Committee, 
the Government's independent 
advisory body on social securi- 

g 1 . which ministers will be 
treed to publish as they table 
the regulations. 


The committee is understood 
to have warned Peter Lihey, the 
Secretary of Stale for Social Se- 
curity, that those refused ben- 
efits while they appeal could end 
up destitute and on the streets. 

Michael Heseltine, the 
deputy Prime Minister, 
promised MPs a debate after 
strong Parliamentary protests 
that because of the Christmas 
recess the Government's orig- 
inal plan to Jay the regulations 
on Monday would provide no 
chance of a debate before they 
took effect early next month. 

That decision means the 
changes cannot lake effect from 
8 January, and. although the de- 


lay may only be a matter of a 
week or two, there is pressure 
on the Government for a more 
substantial breathing space. 

Tony Newton, the Leader of 
the Commons, left the decision 
open, saying only that "we ex- 
pect them to come into force 
next year" amid signs that De- 
partment of Environment min- 
isters are pressing for a further 
delay, worried at the prospect 
of up to 13,000 asylum seekers 
and their families potentially be- 
coming homeless in early Jan- 
uary, the busiest time of the year 
for existing shelters and hostels. 

David Alton, the Liberal De- 
mocrat MP. who had com- 


plained that implementation 
without a debate would have 
been "a blatant abuse of Par- 
liament” said the decision was 
"a useful victory but not the end 
of the war." These "appalling 
proposals" had still to be re- 
versed. he said. The debate 
should also await a report from 
the Commons Social Securin' 
Select Committee on the issue 
which will not complete its work 
until the New Year, he said. 

Chris Smith. Labours social 
security spokesman, said Mr Lfl- 
ley should use the breathing 
space "to think again". 

The delay was welcomed hi 
the Refugee Council. Amnesty 


International and others and by 
Westminster City Council who 
on Monday called for deferral 
of the proposals, warning the 
Downing Street policy unit that 
many of the planned OXJm sav- 
ings' could evaporate as coun- 
cils would still owe a duty of care 
to the children of asylum seek- 
ers' under the Children Act. 

Ann Wmdiatc. Westminster's 
Director of Social Services, said 
she did not believe Downing 
Street had realised "that the 
Government's intentions could 
be frustrated because there is 
another route to obtain assis- 
tance other than the one they 
are irviitg to close off. 


but not 
as we 
knew it 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

A new life form has been dis- 
covered, perched reclush'cly 
on the mouihparts of a crus- 
tacean which lives in the North 
Sea. 

The liny, fiber-feeding animal 
is only one-third of a mOlimeire 
long, barely risible to the naked 
eye. It appears to replace its 
guts, entire innards and hairy 
mouthparts several times in ids 
life, and the dwarf male form 
appears to be blessed with two 
penises. 

Its Danish discoverers believe 
it is far more than a new species, 
genus, family, order and class. 
They claim to have struck tax- 
onomic gold, for this creature, 
which they call Symbian pan- 
tftim. is a whole new phylum. 

While new species are the 
tiniest twigs on the great tree of 
life, phyla are the huge main 
branches. They represent the 
biggest, earliest evolutionary 
steps as life forms radiated and 
diversified several hundred mil- 
lion years ago. There were be- 
lieved to be 3*51 phyla - until this 
week. 

Humans belong to the ver- 
tebrate phylum, which includes 
all the mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians and fish. All the oth- 
er phyla in the animal kingdom 
are creatures without back- 
bones and the bulk of them can 
only live in water - where life 
began over a billion years ago. 

This week's discovery was an- 
nounced in the British science 
journal Nature . 

Dr Geoff Boxshall, a Crus- 
tacea expert at the Natural 
History Museum, in London, 
.said: “New species arc found 
every day, hut this is special." 
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The stuff of life: ‘Symbion 
Pandora' is a new phylum 


The ail new Yamaha CVP 
davi novas are the most powerful and sophisticated digital 
pianos we have ever made. 

With superb new sounds, rhythms and accompaniments, 
they simply have to be heard to be believed. 

That's why our comprehensive information pack indudes 
a free derrKmstration cassette tape. •; 

And why we’re confident that within, seconds of playing 
one of the new CVP Qavinovas, you’ll agree with 
jooiscoo. 
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Europe Online invites you to participate in the creation 
of the first European Online Service. 

You will receive 20 hours* free access to: the Internet, E-Mail 
and the latest news, entertainment and shopping services. 

Call now on 

0800 1066 10 

or access our web site on 

http://www.EuropeOnline.com 
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'No membership charges unni 31.] 96. oflw sublet 1 10 msIus and tfvjiletnlty and limned 10 the U*> Access is lice nx noun, but leiocmone 
charges 10 access ihe sennet apply Europe Online UK. Kingsgate House, 536 Kings Read. London SW10 0T£. __ 
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Tories pick their man for the message 


INDEPENDENT - FRIDAY 15 DECEMBER 1995 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The tabloid journalist Charles 
Lewingtoo was appointed yes- 
terday to run the Tory party's 
general election campaign, and 
began work immediately as di- 
rector of communications at 
Centra] Office, in London. 

Mr Lewington, former polit- 
ical editor of the Sunday Express, 
said he look the jab because he 
believed John Major would 
lead the Tories to a fifth term 
of office. He replaces Hugh 
Colver, who resigned last 
month, blaming ministers for 
“public relations disasters” be- 
cause they “behaved as if they 
are in office by divine right”. 

Sir Bernard Ingham, Baron- 
ess Thatcher's former press 
secretary, said he doubted that 
Mr Lewington could turn round 
the Tories’ image 'in the 17 
months, at most, before the next 
election. 

“If the Government doesn’t 
get its presentation right, then 
Toiy Central Office won’t get it 
right.” he said, declining to say 
whether he viewed Mr Lew- 
ington as the man for the job. 
“An entire NHS of Tory spin 
doctors is of no avail if a Tory 
government is unclear of pur- 
pose, indecisive and irresolute.” 

Brian Mawhinney, the lory 
party chairman, said: “Charles 
was the first and only candidate 
I approached for this post, af- 
ter careful consideration” - a 


Labour versus Tory: the battle of the spin-doctors 
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formula which omitted informal 

approaches to other journalists 
on his behalf by his parliamen- 
tary secretary, Alan Duncan, 
MP for Rutland 
Mr Lewington, 36, is well- 
connected in lory circles, and 
boasts a number of recent 
scoops based on close contacts 
in Central Office - including the 





revelation that an o fficial par- 
ty video of the Blackpool con- 
ference bad been doctored 
cutting shots of rapturous ap- 
plause for Michael Portillo's 
speech into that given by Dr 
Mawhinney. 

Labour was jocularly dismis- 
sive of the £7O,O0O-a -year ap- 
pointment. Alastair Campbell, 


Tony Blair’s press secretary, 
was said to have taken the Hay 
off to “celebrate the good 
news”. A colleague said Mr 
Campbell would be contacting 
Dr Mawhinney to congratu- 
late him for showing his 
“customary judgement". 

Labour also carried out a 
quick search through the cut- 


tings and drew attention to a 
story Mr Lewington wrote on 
the Sunday before Dr Mawhin- 
ney was appointed Tory chair- 
man. “The Prime Minister has 
chosen his new party chairman 
in a wide-ranging ‘recondlia- 
tion’ reshuffle,” he wrote. “He 
wants his loyal [leadership] 
campaign manager Viscount 


Cranbotne, leader of the House 
of Lords, to beat his side in the 
run-up to the general election." 

Expectations of Mr Lewing- 
ton are high, as Tory MPs have 
openly expressed their envy of 
the speed, skill and size of 
Labour’s media operation led 
by Mr Campbell. Michael Hes- 
eltine, the Deputy Prime Min- 


&er, renewed his attack on Mr 
Csunpbefl when he took Mr Ma- 
jor’s place at Question Time in 
the Commons yesterday. 

He demanded: “Is it the in- 
tention of Labour, if they were 
elected to power, to put Alas- 
tair Campbell 3S a dvil servant 
into No 10 Downing Street in 
order to inject Labour Party 
propaganda into the presenta- 
tion of government policy?” 

Labourhas already said Mr 
GnnpbeD would be seconded as 
a dvil servant as the Prime Min- 
ister's press secretary, as was Joe 
Haines under Harold Wilson. 

Mr Lewington said: “My ap- 
proach to inis job will be sim- 
ple. I do not consider. myself to 
be a spin doctor. 

- “Spin doctors invent sound- 
bites and then spin a web of 
deceit around them. 

“Sound journalists are best 
suited to selling sound polities. 

I am honoured that the Prime 
Minister and the party. chairman 
have the faith in me to do just 
that." 

If the Tbries lose, Mr Lew- 
ington retains a return ticket to 
journalism, in the form of a 
handsome farewell from Lord 
Stevens^ chairman of United 
News and Media, owners of the 
Sunday Express. 

“Charles is a brilliant jour- ( 
naJisi and we are very sorry to ' 
see him leave the Sunday Ex- 
press. I see him as editor mate- 
rial and he will be welcome back 
here any tune,” he said. 


‘Oceanic wet’ swells 
Tory exodus to 51 


Finance 
watchdog 
in checks 
on £12bn 
projects 


Robert Hides yesterday became 
the 51st Tory MP to announce 
that he will not be fightin g the 
next general election. 

Mr Hicks, once described as 
a wet of “oceamc proportions", 
is MP for South East Cornwall 
and was first elected to Parlia- 
ment in 1970. 

He said: “Both Parliament 
and the Conservative Party 
have altered as you would ex- 
pect over my time at Westmin- 
ster. Unfortunately, in my 
judgement, neither has neces- 


rily changed for the better." 
Mr Hicks, 57, said: “Had 


anyone suggested that when I 
left university I would spend 
three-quarters of my working 
life in the Mother of Parlia- 
ments, quite frankly I would not 
have believed them." 

He represented Bodmin 
from 1970 to 1983 with a brief 
break between the February anH 
October elections in 1974. The 
seat became South East Corn- 
wall in 1983. 

His ‘‘liberal" stance on many 
issues probably kept him on the 
bade benches for most of his po- 
litical career. He was an assis- 
tant whip in 1973-74. 



Americans oppose EU fur ban 
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Robert Hides: ‘UberaT stance 
probably held him back 


DANNY PENMAN 

The European Parliament vot- 
ed yesterd^r to implement a law 
prohibiting the import of fur 
from animats caught in “cruel 
and inhumane" foghold traps. 

. The vote, by 262 to 46, de- 
lighted animal welfare cam- 
paigners but set the parliament 
on a collision course with the 
European Trade Commission 
and the Canadian and Ameri- 
can governments, which have 
been lobbying hard for the law 
to be scrapped. 

Leghold traps work by 
damping on to an animal’s leg, 
biting deep into the flesh, and 


restr aining them nnfil the trap- 
per arrives. The animals are fre- 
quently left in the traps for 
several days and they often re- 
sort to tearing off their own 
limbs to escape. 

The EU agreed to ban the 
leghold from 1995 and to ban 
for imports from countries s till 
using mem. Countries could still 
export for to the EU, providing 
they banned the leghold or 
adopted “Internationally agreed 
humane trapping standards”. 
The ban on far imports was sub- 
sequently postponed until 1 
January 1996. 

But intense Canadian and 
American government pres- 


sure forced the EU to recon- 
sider the ban. They claimed it 
amounted to a trade restriction 
and threatened to prosecute the 
EU under international free 
trade rules. 

Last month the European 
'Dade Commission voted to 
postpone the ban and set itself 
in direct confrontation with the 
parliament. The parliament 
claims that only it has power to 
delay or scrap the ban because 
it is an environmental matter. 
The commission claims that it 
has the power to scrap the ban, 
which it regards as a trade 
matter. 

Ken Coffins, Chairman of the 


European Parliament Envi- 
ronment Committee, said it 
was “entirely disgusted at the 
behaviour of the commission". 

He added: “We are not just 
interested in trade and the en- 
vironment but also the effect of 
bade on the environment. The 
environment must have equal 
weight over the way the i 
community operates.” 

A spokesman for the Euro- 
pean Commission said that the 
dispute was likely to end up in 
the European Court of Justice. 
He said: “We look forward to 
meeting the Parliament in court 
- there does not seem to be any 
other way." 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

A government initiative to 
spend £12bn over the next two 
years in partnership with the pri- 
vate sector, is to come under 
scrutiny, it was announced yes- 
terday. 

The National Audit Office, 
the public finance watchdog, 
said It is to conduct a series of 
investigations into the Gov- 
ernment's Private Finance Ini- 
tiative, which farmed a central 
plank of the recent Budget. 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- . 
cellor of the Exchequer, said «| 
£5bu of PFI projects, mainly 
covering health and transport, 
would be launched this finan- 
cial year, followed by a further 
£7bn in 1996-97. 

Jeremy Caiman, a senior di- 
rector at the National Audit Of- 
fice, said yesterday: “Many of 
these projects are of such a 'size 
and importance that they would 
traditionally attract NAO’s at- 
tention.” 

Mr Col man added that the 
NAO's staff bad already start- 
ed monitoring the initiative. 

Over the next 12 months 
they will be examining how 
Whitehall departments have 
handled each project and the 
steps they have taken to ensure 
value for money for the tax- 
payer. 

Mr Cohn an stressed that it 
was not for the NAO to ques- 
tion the merits of government 
policy. However, the PFI re- 
ports will be laid before Parlia- 
ment and will be taken up by the 
influential Commons Public 
Accounts Committee. 

One of the committee's usu- 
al concerns, that government 
contracts must be put out to 
competitive tender will be test- 
ed by the PFI. 

The initiative is designed to 
encourage the private sector to 
come tip with innovative 
schemes for financing building 
projects, including hospitals. 
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news 

Fake gold icons: Forced confession from 1916 is found in Russian archives 


in car 


PdLyanna Peate was cleared by 
a jury yesterday, .of' the 
manslaughter of Brum Phillips, 
an elderly musician with whom 
she had bad a 10-year affair 
after band rehearsals. 

Mrs Peate, 34, of Runcorn, 
Cheshire, a euphonium player!, 
had denied killing Mr Phillips, 
62, a bass trombonist with the 
Fpdsham Silver Band, on the 
night of 15 November 1994. 

Outside Chester Crown 
Conn yesterday Mrs Peate, 34 
and a mother of two, refused to 
make any comment. Her hus- 
band, Graham, 36, said: “We 
are very relieved h b aD over ami 
that Polly has been vindicated.' 1 

During the four-day trial, 
the court heard that the couple 
regularly had sexual intercourse 
in his car after band rehearsals. 
The affair was “an open secret” 
among their fellow musicians. 

Robert Fletcher,- 27, a bass 
player with the group, had told 
police: “It became common 
knowledge throughout the hand 
that a relationship had formed. 
They were inseparable." 

However, on the night Mr 
Phillips died, the couple had 
gone to a lane as usual in his car 
and Mr Phillips had told her that 
it was to be the last time they, 
would have sexual intercourse 
together. 

The prosecution alleged that 



Poltyanna Peate: Affair was 
taiawn among musicians 

Mrs Peate struck tri m about the 
bead at least four times, causing 
the heart attack that killed him. 
But the jury accepted Mrs 
Peate’s ebrnn that she had not at- 
tacked him and that he had died 
while they were making love. 

She told the court: “He 
died having sex. I'm sorxy, but 
that's how it happened. 1 have 
nothing to admit* 

The affair had been hidden 
horn their spouses. Mr Philips’s 
wife, Sybil, met Polly when the 
band was performing, but was 
totally unaware of the rela- 
tionship with her husband, 


whom she married almost 40 
years ago when she was 19. 

She kept away from the court 
during the trial, but had told po- 
lice: "1 was totally unaware . . . 
that Polly and my husband were 
having an affair ... It has come 
as a great shock to me. I have 
never suspected him ... of 
having any affairs.” 

Mrs Peate told the court that 
she loved her husband and had 
been happy with him. although 
he had been a gambler. 

When police had questioned 
Mr Peate he said: “1 would de- 
scribe my marriage as perfect, i 
My wife and I get on together 
and I trust her implicitly.'' 

Among the witnesses in the 
case were the band vice-chair- 
man, Tferenee Hoppley, and his 
wife, Carolyn. They met through 
the band and left their partners 
to live together in Saltney, near 
Chester. Mrs Hoppley had (old 
police that she was aware of a 
“chemistry” between Polly and 
Brian, and had heard her hus- 
band and Brian joking about 
“going down to the marshes". 

After Mr Phillips died in the 
car, Mrs Peate walked back 
into Frodsham and called a 
taxi home. She told police 
later that she had gone to bed 
with her husband and made love 
- but claimed that she was 
thinking about Brian. 



Fake icon: A Sotheby's official holds one of a pair of gold enamelled plaques depicting the Archangel Gabriel 

Master forger’s legacy goes 


Photographs: Edward Syr*: 
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Law Society chief humbled 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

The solicitors' leader, Martin 
Mears, was forced to back down 
on fixed fees for conveyancing 
yesterday, after his opponents 
seized on advice from the Mas- 
ter of the Rolls that the plan 
would probably break the law. 

Instead, he got no more than 
a commitment to consult mepi- 
bers to try to find a way to stop 
cut-price conveyancing, and 
was forced into the humiliating 
step of having to agree to get le- 
gal advice from -a' barrister on 
ail options: 

One proposal is to fry l topeT ? . 
suade the Master of the Rolfey 
Sir ThonmBingham, to accept : 


that it would be in the public in- 
terest to introduce a minimum 
scale of conveyancing fees - if 
the Law Society promised to 
-enforce quality standards on 
solicitors. 

The Law Society's ruling 
• couneiJmet in London for what 
had been expected to be a 
. showdown between the old 
■■ guard and the newly elected Mr 
'Mean* who had stood -with his 
deputy, Robert Sayers - on a 

- policy of fighting for higher 

- conveyancing fees. 

i After a stormy morning ses- 
sion. the leaders agreed over 
-lunch to adopt large sections. 
;;Of a policy Mr Mears had 
described at the "start of the 
meeting as a “wrecking amend- 


ment”. Mr Mears had to apol- 
ogise for his phrase. Oppo- 
nents had pointed out the 
damage to the ima ge of the pro- 
fession if it pursued an unlaw- 
ful policy to try to increase their 
incomes, especially if it was 
doomed to failure. 

Mr Sayeis had produced a 
policy which would effectively 
have banned cut-price con- 
veyancers by taking away their 
Law Society insurance cover, 
because they were supposedly 
a bad risk. They would have 
been forced instead to seek cov- 
er from commercial insurers, 
probably paying prohibitively 
high premiums. In effect, cut- 
price conveyancing would have 
been banned. 


GERALDINE NORMAN 

A copy of the signed confession 
of a forger wbo made seven gold 
icons to be offered for sale at 
Sotheby's this morning, at prices 
ranging from £800 to £6.000. has 
been handed to the IndcpauJeni. 

All of the icons are cata- 
logued as gold plaques “enam- 
elled in the 12th-century style" 
and depict saints and the Holy 
Family in bright enamel colours 
on a gold background, a style 
characteristic ofthe Bvzantine 
age. Sotheby’s had realised they 
were not 12th-century but no 
one knew who made them un- 
til now. Its experts described the 
discoveiy as "exciting". 

It turns out to have been a 
craftsman who worked in St Pe- 
tersburg at the turn of the cen- 
tuiy for Carl FabergiJ, the 
famous Russian jeweller. 

Tatiana Faberge, his great- 
granddaughter, recently found 


the confession - written in 1916 
- in the archives of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences in St Pe- 
tersburg, with the help of 
Yhlentin Skurlov. a jewellery his- 
torian. She and Skurlov are 
working on a biography of 
Faberge's chief workmaster, 
Franz P Birbaum. It was Bir- 
baum who first recognised 
the deception and forced a 
confession from the forger, 
Petr Nikolayevich Popov. 


The confession is signed with 
an X, since Popov was illiterate. 
At that time the jgold icons be- 
longed to a Russian called M P 
Botkin, the artist sou of a rich 
merchant family who formed a 
magnificent collection of me- 
dieval and Renaissance art 
which he bequeathed to the 
Russian nation just before the 
1917 Russian revolution. 

According to Skurlov, the So- 
viet artist Igor Grabar also no- 
ticed that the icons were fakes 


A gold plaque depicting St 
Philip holding a scroll 

and persuaded the Russian gov - 
ernment to sell them off in the 
1930s. Botkin's collection in- 
cluded 150 enamel icons of the 


type for sale at Sotheby's, of 
which Popov confessed to mak- 
ing 109. Others are now in the 
collections of the Metropolitan 
Museum, in New York, the 
Cleveland Museum and Dun- 
barton Oaks. The museums all 
bought their icons in good faith. 


believing them to be genuine 
Byzantine pieces. In 1988. 
David Buckton. of- the British 
Museum, unmasked them as 
later imitations. 

The icons were apparently 
made to dupe Botkin. The 
mastermind was a fashionable 
photographer- the David Bai- 
ley of the dav - called Stepan 
lu'revich Sahin-Gus. A collector 
of genuine Bvzantine relics. 
Sahin-Gus seems to have recog- 
nised Botkin as having 
more money ihuu sense and 
produced the fake icons. 

Popov says in his confession 
that he worked for Sabin-Gus 
over a 1 7-year period. “The ex- 
ecution was surrounded hv mys- 
tery. More than once, the room 
where Popov was working was 
loeked. obviously to prevent 
incidental visits hv clients ol 
Sahin-Guss photographic es- 
tablishment." Birbaum wrote af- 
ter extractim: the confession. 


Popov's speciality was bend- 
ing fine wires of gold into pat- 
terned cells which would then 
be filled with coloured gl.i'% 
paste (enamel) and fired. P*>pi"- 
lold Birbaum thin Sabin-Gn* 
enamelled the images himself a! 
a local jeweller's shop. 

Botkin was taken in. The 
magnificent catalogue of his o 1- 
lection published in 1«1J. a 
rare o»pv of which is also f n 
sale at S< •thcbv's (valued :•! 
£4fiO-£n(Hii. includes his com- 
ments on Byzantine enamels 
He wrote: The difficulty •:»!' the 
cloisonne technique, or rather 
the lost skill, makes forger, 
almost imposMPlo." 

John Stuart. Sotheby's Par- 
ian art expert, was amazed t- • 
hear ol the contessioii \ ester da;. . 
“It was alwv.v* a myden. r!. 
V'id. “At one time litev «• 
thought to Iv _enaine Of - 
uu>l\ it's very exciting that if- 
di tcumcni has been Ji^. : . cr<. ' 
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Single currency: Conflicting views on timetable to be addressed despite member states’ doubts about economic benefits 


Leaders to 
push for 
fresh EMU 
momentum 


SARAH HELM 

Madrid 

European leaders, meeting 
today in Madrid, win proclaim 
anew determination to halt the 
mounting wave of doubt about 
a single currency, and attempt 
to map out a clearer path 
towards EU reform and 
enlargement. 

The resolutions and rhetoric, 
however, are unlikely to mask 
the deep uncertainly about Eu- 
rope's future, brought into 
sharp focus by unrest in France, 
and by the continued failure of 
the leaders to agree a common 
vision about the shape of the 
union, or its timetable for 
expansion to the east. 

The summit is certain to be 
marked again by British at- 
tempts to slow down further 
integration. John Major is ex- 
pected to issue strong warnings 
about the threat to the union if 
a hard core of countries moves 
ahead towards a single curren- 
cy, leaving other member states 
on the outside. 

France and Germany have at- 
tempted to agree a common 
agenda for Madrid in recent 
weeks to revitalise their rela- 
tionship. However, they too 
have soled down earlier am- 
bitions as public opinion has 
turned against them. Helmut 
Kohl, the German Chancellor, 
has a fight on to convince the 
German public of the benefits 
of the single currency, and he 
knows that his dream of Euro- 
pean political and monetary 
union wffl be shattered if fiance 
cannot overcome its present 
wave of strife. 

The underlying tensions wiU 
inhibit the leaders in their at- 
tempts to set out dear objectives 
for next year’s “Maastricht DT 


rolling conference on Euro- 
pean reform, -due to open 
in Turin, under the Italian 
presidency, in March. 

Despite the sense of deep un- 
certainty, Spain will neverthe- 
less be hoping to round off its 
six-month presidency with a 
range of important decisions at 
Madrid. Suggestions that the 
start date for monetary union 
- slated for 1 January 1999 - 
should be delayed win be once 
again rejected. 

Leaders are hoping to prove 
their faith in the project by fi- 
nally deciding on a name, which 
is widely expected to be the 
Euro. However, while some re- 
ports suggest that the Florin is 
stflJ a strong outsider, no coun- 
try has so far suggested a 
serious alternative to the 
German idea. 

Britain, embarrassed by de- 
cisions to name the currency be- 
fore the Government has 
committed itself to join EMU, 
is expected to take a back-seat 
in the discussions, but officials 
said this week: “We can live with 
the Euro." 

Important decisions on the 
detailed timetable for the tran- 
sition to monetary union will 
also be finalised in Madrid. In 
particular, France and Ger- 
many are expected to solve 
their differences over the date 
for a decision on which mem- 
ber states have passed the eco- 
nomic tests in order to qualify. 
The date is likely to be set for 
early 1998, based on economic 
results for 1997. 

John Major win renew his 
calls for far-reaching study into 
the destabilising effects of cre- 
ating a two-speed Europe, in 
wind) a small group of coun- 
tries, led by France and Ger- 
many, join monetary union 




I 





Euro-beat: Police on patrol at the Madrid congress hall Photograph: Javier Bauluz/ AP 


relationship with countries out- 
side. The British concerns have 
been heightened by Franco- 
German insistence that their 
progress towards integration 
will not be held up by slower 
member states. 

At Madrid the Government 
is expected to speak about the 
danger of a new hard-core vot- 
ing block within the EU, which 
British officials warned this 
week could have a “dramatic" 


effect on all policy-making. Mr 
Major is expected to voice fears 
about the effect that a hard- 
core, voting as block inside the 
EU, would have on a range of 
political decisions, induding 
allocation of regional aid fund- 
ing, budgets and foreign policy 
spending. If such a voting block 
were to form, one senior offi- 
cial said, it would raise questions 
about whether the EU could still 
be called the EU. 

On the table at Madrid will 


be the report of a six-month 
study into reform options for 
next year’s Inter-Governmental 
Conference. The study shows 
only Britain resisting relin- 
quishing more veto powers to 
qualified majority voting. 

Britain’s isolation on the veto 
question is oertain to be exposed 
in Madrid again as leaders dis- 
cuss plans for taking jn new 
members from eastern and 
central Europe. 

Leading article, page 18 


Germany wedded to 
vision of unification 


Germany goes into today’s Eu- 
ropean summit armed with 
modest proposals for stream- 
lining the community, but be- 
hind the conciliatory rhetoric 
lurks a vison untainted by re- 
cent rows over the future of the 
continent. 

In an interview on the eve of 
the summit. Kail Lamers, a 
' pr omin ent foreign policy strate- 
gist in the governing Christian 
Democratic Union, predicted 
that Britain weffid not be able 
to resist closer integration - a 
process that inevitably will lead 
to the creation of a federal 
government of Europe. 

Mr Lamers, who whipped 
up a storm in Britain last year 
with proposals for the creation 
of a hard-core Europe exclud- 
ing Euro-sceptic states, has 
seen some elements ofhis blue- 
print elevated to-offidal polity 
m the past week. 7 Last Thursday, 

' France and Genriany jointly 
called lor an amendme nt to the 
Maastricht treaty enabling 
memberstates'.in the last lane 
of integration to “strengthen" 
ties amoijg themselves., * '■ - 

“I was very pleased with the 
outcome of toe Franco-German 
summit, as it made proposals for 
a clause in the new treaty for 
what we call ‘core Europe',” Mr 
Lamers said. 

The most important example 
of this will be monetary union, 
which Germany insists must 
begin in 1999, with “six to eight 
members" initially 

Despite British opposition 
to the common currency, Lon- 
don’s eventual participation in 
EMU figures prominently in the 
German script. “I am greatly 
convinced that Britain will join," 
Mr Lamers said. “Ids only for 
political reasons that Britain is 
unable to say this now openly." 

The economic arguments in 
favour of monetary union are 
well rehearsed. A common mar- 
ket needs a common currency. 


The most important example Karl Lamers: 1 am greatly 
of this will be monetary union, convinced Britain will join' 
which Germany insists must 

begin in 1999, with “six to eight half in and half out," Mr 
members" initially. Lamers predicted. “Thai will no 

Despite British opposition longer be possible." 
to the common currency, Lon- Sit even the wildest optimists 

don’s eventual participation in in Bonn accept that this state of 
EMU figures prominently in the affairs is a long way away, not 
German script. “I am greatly least because Britain resists the 
convinced that Britain will join," “federalist slide" at every step. 
Mr Lamers said. “Ids only for One of the main areas of con- 
political reasons that Britain is flict at today's summit and next 
unable to say this now openly." year’s inter-governmental con- 
The economic arguments in fe recce will be the question of 
favour of monetary union are qualified majority voting on 
well rehearsed A common mar- important community matters, 
ket needs a common currency. On many issues, member states 
and the rising hegemony of the already vote by majority. 
Deutschmark is putting strains Bonn is adamant that the 

on Europe’s economies and abob'tionofthe'righfofveto>in ; 
fuelling resentment against other key policy areas is essen- 
German power across the con- tial if Europe is to have a co- 
tment. But the motives of herenl voice. “In the long term, 
those pushing the common cur- it is impossible that one coun- 


_ , , ■ trvshouki prevent olhera from 

Bonn S desire Tor doing whafs needed lu be 

integration remains dime. " Mr Lamers said. -Again 
111 ICgl rauui i i cmai ^ u rilish represcrria- 

resolute, writes fives. including Tony Blair. 

Imro Korors sav onlv the common wiU mat- 
,mre tek not the decision-making 

rency are far removed from eoo- system/’ . . 

nomics. They want the euro. But German eflortf^twemiH 
ecu, or whatever it is to be other states to this have 
cafled, to cement member states not been entirely Mlcccssful, 
together in perpetuity. 1 with France still holding out 

“Currency union is part erf po against qualified majority vot- 
litical u n i o n - a central part of big on foreign policy. *‘ I do nm 
political union," Mr Lamers deny that there are still differ- 
conceded. Once that Rubicon ences between France and Gcr- 
is crossed, no country will be many, but on the other h;iud we 
able to resist closer integration, have made many far-roaeliing 
“Tf - 1 should sty when - Britain agreements." said Mr Lamers. 
joins. I think it will be the end citing recen) examples of 
of the British position, which is military co-operation. 

Nevertheless, Bonn is con- 
cerned dial the Franco- German 
axis is not pulling its wight in 
the push for closer integration. 
There are worries about die tur- 
moil in France and Paris's abil- 
ity to meet the criteria tor 
monetary union, and suspicions 
linger about French commit- 
ment to co-operation in the fight 
against terrorism and crime. 
For these reasons, presenting 
a united front against Lon- 
don’s ftKit-draggers will be dif- 
ficult. In the areas of defence, 
justice and home affairs, Bonn 
has the backing of I tidy. Spam 
iri Lamers: 1 am greatly and the Benelux countries. The 
nvinced Britain will join' other member slates, while 

standing aloof from Britain, 
If in and half out," Mr remain coo! to some German 
mers predicted. “That will no proposals, or want to tread a 
lger be possible." more cautious path. 

But even the wildest optimists Despite these setbacks. Gcr- 

Bonn accept that this state of many is optimistic that the mo- 
ans is a long way away, not mentum behind integration 
at because Britain resists the cannot be stopped. "1 am ab- 
rieralist $0de" at every step, solutely certain that die process 
le of tire main areas of con- of European unification is of a 
A at today's summit and next historic character, similar to 
iris inter-governmental con- the process that erected the na- 
ence will be the question of tion states." Mr Lamers said, 
alified majority voting on “l hope that in 10 years' time 
po riant community matters, we will not only be striving for 
l many issues, member states a European government. Inn we 
eady vote by majority. will have some kind of Euro- 
Bonn is adamant that the pcan government. And if ivc 
alition of the right of veto-in have a European stale, then I 
ier key policy areas is essen- hope it will he ora federal kind. 

I if Europe is to have a co- and not a centralised one. We 



are of course strictly against a 
centralised government." 
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Bosnia settlement: As Nato pr^wes to move^^^^or^ii^e s leaders^) ma ke ^ ren 


leaders sign 
precarious 
peace deal 


TONY BARBER 

Paris 

It was 11.47am at the EIys£e 
Palace yesterday when the lead- 
ers of Bosnia, Croatia and Ser- 
bia picked up their gold-tipped 
fountain pens and signed a 
peace treaty intended to herald 
a new dawn for the Balkans and 
Europe as a whole. It was less 
than IS minutes later that the 
Bosnian President, Alija Izetbe- 
govic, spoke the words that re- 
minded the dozens of world 
leaders in attendance just how 
precarious the settlement may 
prove to be. 

“My government is taking 
part in this agreement without 
enthusiasm," he announced, 
comparing Bosnia to a patient 
resigned to swallowing his pre- 
scribed medicine. The treaty 
guaranteed his country's unity, 
he obsezved. “But wOi this tru- 
ly materialise or just remain a 
piece of paper?" 

If Mr Izetbego vic’s blunt, 
bleak assessment of Bosnia's fu- 
ture threatened to casL a pall 
over the ceremony, the re- 
quired spirit of anodyne opti- 
mism was quickly restored by 
Serbia’s President, Slobodan 
Milosevic, once widely viewed 
as the principal villain of the 
three-and-a-half year long 
Bosnian war. “Fbr my part," he 
said, "I am convinced that a 
common language can be found 
among the peoples of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, despite the ago- 
nies they have passed through.’' 

It then feO to President Fran- 
jo XUdjman of Croatia, a com- 
munist general turned historian 
and nationalist politician, to 
give a potted summary of the 
causes of Europe's bloodiest 
conflict since 1945. The Bosn- 
ian war, he explained, was the 
culmination of a process that 
had begun with the Roman 
Empire’s partition into its west- 
ern and eastern components 
and continued with the Ot- 


toman conquest of south-east- 
ern Europe. 

His sweep through history, 
drawing a convenient veil over 
the crimes committed by the na- 
tionalist warlords and “ethnic 
cleansers" of the 1990s, did not 
seem to impress the six world 
leaders standing behiad him. 
They included Felipe Gonzalez, 
the Spanish Prime Minister, 
representing the European 
Union; President Bill Clinton of 
the United States, President 
Jacques Chirac of France. Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl of Ger- 
many, John Major, the Prime 
Minister, and Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, the Russian Prime 
Minister. Mr Chernomyrdin 
was standing in for President 
Boris Yeltsin, still being nursed 
back to health after his second 
heart attack this year. 

All six joined the Bosnian. 
Croatian and Serbian leaders in 
signing the treaty, underlining 
the degree to which the Bosn- 
ian war has sucked in the out- 
side world and tested to the limit 
the ability of international in- 
stitutions to settle conflicts. 
The buck of peace-making, 
having rested for four years with 
the EU. the United Nations and 
the American. European and 
Russian “Contact Group", now 
passes to Nato, which is to de- 
ploy 60,000 troops in Bosnia m 
an effort to convert the fine 
words of the peace treaty into 
a stable settlement 

“The conflict we hope is 
over, but the job truly is not 
done," Mr Major said. “It is now 
up to all of us to turn ceasefire 
into peace, peace into a lasting 
settlement, and the countries of 
former Yugoslavia into a stable 
and prosperous part of the Eu- 
ropean family." 

Mr Clinton, whose hopes of 
re-election next year require 
that the 20,000 US troops go- 
ing to Bosnia do not become en- 
tangled in a revived war, 
recalled Bosnia's tradition of re- 



with UN 
over new 
Balkan 
troop plan 


DAVID USBORNE 
New Yfcfk 

An unusually public squabble 
has broken out at the United 



Sign of peace: World leaders applaud the signing. Standing: Spanish premier Felipe Gonzaiaz, President Clinton, President Chirac, Chancetior Kohl 
(hidden) John Major and Russian premier Viktor Chernomyrdin. Seated: Slobodan MHosfvic (Serbia), Franjo Ttidjman(Croatta) and AIQa Izetbegovic 


ligious and national tolerance. 
“If that past is any guide, this 
peace can take hold,” he said. 
“If the people of Bosnia want 
a decent future for their chil- 
dren, this peace must take hold. 
Do not let your children down." 

Before the ceremony. Mr 
Clinton was at pains to smooth 
French feathers ruffled by the 
way that US negotiators effec- 
tively brushed Europe aside 
when brokering the peace set- 
tlement last month in Dayton, 
Ohio. Praising France for its 
diplomatic efforts and its con- 
tribution to the UN operation 
in former Yugoslavia - 56 
French soldiers died and almost 
600 were wounded, the largest 
number of any country - Mr 
Clinton told Mr Chirac “Ws are 
signing this treaty in the place 
where it should be signed." 

The French government 
urged Serbia to extend full 
recognition to Bosnia, Croatia, 
and Macedonian! their pre-war 


borders. By signing the peace 
treaty, Mr Milosevic acknowl- 
edged Bosnia's frontiers but 
won compensation in the Cad 
that the country is formally di- 
vided into a Muslim -Croat 'zone 
and a Bosnian Serb republic 
that seems certain to gravitate 
towards Serbia. 

Mr Milosevic's reluctance to 
recognise Croatia and Macedo- 
nia stems partly from his desire 
to have rump Yugoslavia (Ser- 
bia and Montenegro) accepted 
as the successor state to the old 
communist Yugoslav federa- 
tion. It also reflects uncertainty 
over the future of eastern Slavo- 
nia, the last piece of Croatian ter- 
ritory remaining in rebel Serb 
hands after the Serb-Croat war 
of 1991. The region is due to re- 
turn to Croatian control in a 
maximum of tw years, but as the 
UN Secretary-General, Boutros . 
Boutros-Ghali, pointed out yes- 
terday, “The situation remains 
very fragile." 


British general warns 
of tough ‘enforcement’ 


s' a y o i s >i :i d is' n \ i w 

do • swoxxoa 



CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Croat, Serb and Muslim forces 
in Bosnia could carry on their 
scorched-earth policy -burning 
and destroying homes and oth- 
er property is areas which are 
to be transferred under the 
Dayton peace agreement - for 
30 days after the main Nato 
forces are committed, military 
sources saidyesterday. 

About 7u0 square miles 
seized by the Muslim-led Bosn- 
ian government forces are to be 
handed back to the Bosnian 
Serb “entity" in Bosnia under 
the accord. Croat forces have 
been torching houses in the 
biggest area to be transferred, 
around Mrkonjic Grad, which 
will be the responsibility of the 
British contingent. 

Tuesday is "D-Day", when 
United Nations forces in Bosnia 
will switch to Nato command 
and additional Nato forces 
will start moving into Bosnia. 
Under the Dayton accord, the 
60,000-strong Nato peace-im- 
plementation force will only 
have the “right to provide se- 
curity" in the areas of transfer 
after “D plus 30” - mid Janu- 

The time 
to give 

As Christmas approaches, the 
Independent is asking; readers to 
support four charities working 
to help child victims of the 
wars in former Yugoslavia. 

Save the Children which 
seeks to reunite families; the 
Red Cross which runs refugee 
camps; Vtir Child winch is tend- 
ing the wounded and plans to 
build a£2J5m therapy centre in 
Mostar and Child Advocacy 
International which aims to 
bring up to 1 00 sick children to 
Britain for treatment they could 
not obtain at home. 

Please make your cheques or 
postal orders payable to the 
charity of your choice and send 
them to us with die completed 
coupon. . 



Jackson: Plenty of firepower 


ary. But Nato commanders be- 
lieve that, after yesterday’s sign- 
ing of the agreement in Paris, 
load factions will be more “cir- 
cumspect" about doing any- 
thing which will “irritate” the 
Nato implementation force -I- 
For- the main body of which 
will be committed on Tuesday 
or Wednesday. 

Once committed, Nato forces 
hope to deter any opposition to 
the peace plan. Bat if they en- 
counter local opposition, senior 
officers said yesterday, they 
will nse their tanks and ar- 
tillery to “enforce" it. “I hoj 
I don't have to use them at: 


said Major-General Mike Jack- 
son, 51, who is abont to leave 
for Bosnia to command the 
British-led “multinational divi- 
sion south-west”, one of three 
components of the Nato force. 

Implementing the ceasefire is 
an operation “without prece- 
dent" in the history of peace- 
keeping, said Gen Jackson. 
“The only one I can think of is 
the Israeli withdrawal from 
Sinai, but I wouldn't want to 
push that parallel too for," he 
said at his headquarters at BuJ- 
ford, Salisbury Plain, yesterday. 

Nato is l^mgin to enforce an 
agreed ceasefire, something 
unusual in the history of peace- 
keeping; normally peace- 
keeping forces are deployed 
while negotiations are still tak- 
ing place. 

The British-led division has 
the largest area of Bosnia, but 
not the largest in terms of pop- 
ulation. The French-led division 
takes the south-east and the 
Americans the north. The 
British-led division, which wQl 
have British, Canadian and pos- 
sibly Pakistani brigades under 
its command, will have 24 ChaX 
lenger tanks and 24 self-pro- 
pelled guns. 


Ghali, saying the organisation 
should not be involved in safe- 
guarding the peace in the East- 
ern Slavonia region of Croatia. 

Under a deal last month, the 
Serb-occupied enclave is to be 
returned to Croatian control in 
two years' time. In a report to 
the Security Council, Mr 
Boutros-Ghali suggested it 
should be policed by an 1 1,000- 
strong international mission 
rather than UN blue helmets. 

The US ambassador to the 
UN, Madeleine Albright, ef- 
fectively accused the Secretary- 
General of trying to duck his 
responsibilities. European 
diplomats also expressed dis- 
may, though anonymously. 

“I do not agree with the 
reservations expressed by the 
Secretary-General, Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, about such an 
operation," Mrs Albright said. 
“I believe it is a grave mistake 
fin- the Secretary-General to shy 
away from legitimate operations 
supported by key members of 
the Security Council." 

The Eastern Slavonia deal 
was sealed by US diplomats at 
the same time the Dayton 
agreement on Bosnia, signed in 
Paris, was being negotiated. 
But feeling thoroughly bruised 
by the Yugoslav experience and 
with Nato now supplanting UN 
:-keepers in Bosnia, Mr 
itros-Ghali is reluctant to 
commit himself to any further 
involvement in the region. 

A spokesman for Mr Bou- 
tros-Ghali offered a frosty re- 
ply to Mrs Albright. “We regret 
the tone and contents of this 
statement," he said. 

It remains highly likely, how- 
ever, that the Security Council 
mil ignore the Secretary-Gen- 
eral’s recommendations and 
approve a UN operatioo.m the 
mrea involving fewer than 5,000 
troops. 

• The Secretary-General had 
submitted a report in fulfil- 
ment of his responsibility to set 
out the considerations which the 
Security Council needed to 
bear in mind before taking de- 
cisions relating to the deploy- 
ment of peace-keeping 
operations, the UN spokesman 
continued. “As the Secretary- 
General has pointed out on nu- 
merous occasions, the United 
Nations has not been given the 
capacity to mount, support and 
manage large and complex op- 
erations in the field which might 
require the use of force." 
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French railmen signal first crack in strike 


makydejevsky 

Paris 

With bade unions planning 
oth w big demonstration m Paris 
tomorrow, the first small cracks 
have started to appear m.the . 
strikes that have.. paralysed' 
transport in France for three 
weeks. Tfram drivers in several 
major cities - including Stras- 
bourg, Nancy and Reims - vot- 
ed yesterday to return to work, 
as did a number of key depots 
in northern France, including 
Calais and LUJe. One line of the 
Paris Metro was reopened : 
briefly yesterday mo rnin g 
Unfortunately for President 
Jacques Chirac, ' these distant . 
harijingers of an end to the in- 
dustrial unrest were too insub- 
stantial to affect the continuing 
chaos that prevailed yesterday 
in Paris beyond the heavily 
guarded rectangle . enclosing 
the ElysSc' Palace," the foreign 
ministry-add Les Invalided 
Instead of slaying in a show- 
piece capital, washed and 
brushed for the occasion, for- 
eign dignitaries attending the 
Bosnia peace signing bad to fly 
into the city by helicopter, trans- 


. fer to then" official cars beside 
the lawns of Les IhvatideSitobe 
.rushed to the ElyaSe. 

"Ihe pavements were full of 


dlists. On adjacent bridges, 
meanwhile, rows of cars were 
locked even more densely than 
on previous strike, ino * 
because their usual thoi 
. fazes were blocked oft 

Yesterdi^s first breaches in 
the stnlre followed a senes of 
concessions from the govern- 
ment, which has effectively 
agreed to scrap' all, proposed 
changes in pension terms and 
conditions for public: sector 
workers. It has also taken back 
to the dinwing board a restruc- 
turing plan for the state railway, 
company, SNCF, that was ex- 
pected to bring closures of un- 
profitable branch lines. The. 
basic welfare reform pro posed 
ty the Prime Minister, Alain Jup- 
pfe, however, remains in place. 

‘ While the breaks in the strike 
.will be a cheering sign for the 
government, after Tuesday's 
Huge demonstrations across the 
ootmtiy, it is .too soon to say that 
the strikes are over. Most trans- 
port workers voted by large 


Bonn resignation 
shakes coalition 


BONN {AJP) — Germany’s jus- 
tice minister resigned yesterday 
because her party ended its 
months of opposition to new 
law-and-order legislation. 

Sabine Le u theusser-Schnar- 
renbeiger resigned after her fel- 
low Free Democrats endorsed 
eavesdropping legislation 
favoured by the rest of Chan- 
cellor. Helmut Kohl’s three- 
party coalition. Her departure 
could unsettle the political bil- 
ance which holds together the 
government. ' 

The popularity of the Free 
DenKX3Ws,juniorpartr»ersiaMr 
Kohls government, has ^nose- 
dived m the past year and party 
leaders hope adopting more, 
conservative stands on some is- 
sues will help them survive. 

In votes cast by about 35 J100 
free Democrats, 633 per cent 
favoured letting law authorities 
plant eavesdropping, bugs in 
SUS pe Cted r i imina k’ hrtmftR, said . 
Guido WesterweUe, tbepaaiy’s 
general .''{secretary./ ’’-Ms' 
l^utheussej'-Schnaurenbeiger ; 
told reporters the proposed law . 


is a threat to citizens’ privacy. 
With tears in her eyes, she said 
the legislation Is a decisive step 
away from the concept of a lib- 
eral state of law” and her par- 
ty's support for it “a change of 
direcfconin the domestic and 
law policies of the FDF\ 

• -- Burkhart Hirsch, another 
Free. -Democrat, protested 
his party’s endorsement 
the legislation by quitting as 
the parijrs Spokesman on justice 
issues and as a member of a par- 
liamentary justice committee. 

Mr Ebu’s coalition, which 
-has a razor-thin majorin' in 
pariiamem, has been buffeted 
m weeks past by the plunging 
popoiarity of fine Free Democ- 
rats. The party, has been voted 
oat of several state parliaments 
over the past year. 

- Mr Kohl f a c es the question 
‘.of ..whether .to replace Ms 
Leutheusser-Schnmrenberger 
with another Jfrec Democrat or 
with someone from, his own 
- Christian Democrats or from 
the Christian Social Union, the 
other group in his coalition. 
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majorities again yesterday to re- 
main on strike. Postal and tele- 
phone services arc still 
disrupted, and several provincial 
- cities are without refuse collec- 
tions and otherpubhc services. 

Even in places where rafl- 
waymen haveagreed to return 
to work, the (rains still will not 
be able to run if other parts of 
the regional network remain on 
strike. There is also the risk of 
a national divide opening upif 
the southern part of the coun- 
try continues to strike While the 
north starts to return to wort. 

In the past two weeks, mili- 
tancy in south and central 
France, especially in the big 
cities of Marseille and Toulouse, 
has exceeded that of many 
northern cities, even of Paris. 

Yesterday, while the cere- 
monies for Bosnian peace took 
■ their course, many a French 
man and woman could be heard 
wishing that the same peace 
could be installed closer to 
home. “Let’s hope,” said the 
man betide me as President 
Chirac initialled the Bosnian 
peace treaty, “that the next time 
be does this, he’ll be signing a 
truce with the trade unions.” 



Fishy business; French fishermen from St Jean de Luz and Ci bourne protest yesterday against low stock prices Photograph: Christian Bordene/Reuter 
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Robert fisk in 

Hebron hears how 
a once-exiled > 
Hamas supporter ’ 
views the peace 

We had last met on the bare 
mountain. The snows of 
Lebanon were sweeping over 
the slopes of Marj eJ-Zabour 
and Sheikh Bassam Jarrar of 
Hebron’s Islamic University - 
a long-standing supporter of 
Hamas, deported with hun- 
dreds of other Pales tinians by 
that peacemaker extraordinaire 
Yitzhak Rabin — was cqh- ■ 
demning Yasser Arafat’s deaf 
with Israeli What good could 
come frontepeace deala^eed 
in secret U^cfehononred those 
who had rifted in the intifada? 
TTib is wteuShdkfi Bassam Jar- 
rar was asking in his cold 
Lebanese exile two years ago. 

He is thinn er today, dressed 
no longer in an abaya robe bat 
in a new leather jacket; his 
beard neatly trimmed as he 
sits in the students' union office 
of Hebron University. There are 
other Hamas supporters from 
Marj el-Zahour around him, 
greyer than I remember them 
but still listening to the teacher 
with the same rapt attention 
they gave him dining history 
lessons in the big tent at the 
freezing, self-styled University 
of Maij el-Zahour. “It changed 
us afl," he said. “Maij at-Zahour 
had an effect on all of us. It Has 
made me more relaxed be- 
cause I re alise the world noticed 
our plight and made me realise 
there were still values.” 

He paused. He would pause 
a lot during our little meeting 
in the crowded students* office, 
aware perhaps that all those 
bearded faces would be looking 



warned of 
threat from 



Round-up: Palestinian men, forced to hold hands, are taken for questioning by Israelis in Bethlehem yesterday Photograph: Jim Hollander/Reuter 


tice,” Sheikh Jarrar replied. “If 
there are mistakes in the plan, 
it won’t last long. There is a pos- 
sibility that there will be peace 
but there will also be a lot of vi- 
olence. Everybody believes thai 
this is a superpower solution 
that is not based on justice. So 
everyone . is now waiting for 


formcousistendesasweDaswisr . the permanent phase. The ‘per- 
dom in their history teacher, rnanent solution’ win decide 
Here, after all, was someone whether there is peace later. But 
who had known Sheikh Bassam Israel win not deal with us with 
Jarrar in exile, a reporter from justice." 


a decidedly different culture 
who might fcndwlfnngs they did 
not know, a witness to what the 
400 Palestinians in their - for, 

Palestinians - near-legendary ex- 
ile actually said two years ago. 

“Because the world proved to- 
be less of a jungle than we 
thought, a lot of us have doubts 
about evaluating our experience 
in southern Lebanon,” Sheikh 
Jarrar continued. “Our political 


' What Sheikh Jarrar meant 
was simple. If the Israeli rede- 
. plqymeni fiom Palestinian pop- 
ulation centres in Gaza and the 
West Bank - they are not with- 
drawing- brought a measure of 
initial happiness among Arabs, 
only the final stage of PLO-Is- 
raeli negotiations will prove 
whether the peace is a trick or 
a reality. WU the Palestinians 
have a capital in Jerusalem? 


speech was modified. In Mary "W31 the settlers leave tbe.oc- 
el-Zahour, I had to talkto peo- • cupied territories? Whai will be 


pie from different cultures. We 
had to find a language that was 
convincing to others, not just to 
ourselves. That’s why we de- 
veloped a certain, language ." i 
And the P!LO-Isra61f agree- 
ment that the exiles had so 
scornfully dismissed bade in 
the snows of iheir mountain en- 
campment? “Any solution is 
connected to (he' concept of jus- 


the status of the 3 million Pales- 
tinian diaspora cut out of Mr 
Arafat’s “peace”? It will be 
five years before we know the 
-formal answer, even though 
the Israelis have already largely 
replied in the negative. 

In Cairo tomorrow, Hamas 
and Mr Arafat will meet to try 
to resolve the Islamic move- 
ment's opposition to the PLQ- 
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Israeli accords. Perhaps that is 
why Sh eikh Jarrar was being so 
careful. “We want good rela- 
tions with the Palestinian au- 
thority,” he said. “But (he 
Islamic people are uot inter- 
ested in participating in the 
Palestinian elections next 
month. These elections will not 
satisfy the Islamic movement 
because it would be a form of 
blackmail - because these elec- 
tions are being held to support 
the peace process.” 

Merely to participate in elec- 
tions would be to accept the 
PLO- Israeli agreement That, 
clearly, is the concern of 
Hamas. But then, what if 
Arafat's men gain an Egyptian- 
style election victory, complete 
with vote-rigging, imperson- 
ation, intimidation and 
Mubarak-size- percentages? 
Egypt's decision to send election 
observers to Palestine has not 
exactly encouraged the belief 


that the poll here - in which 
many Palestinians will still vote 
under Israeli occupation - will 
be fair. “The Islamic move- 
ment.” Sheikh Jarrar said 
firmly, “would be weakened if 
it participated, because there is 
no democratic atmosphere.” 
All the young men around 
the room nodded obediently 
when Sheikh Jarrar returned to 
a familiar theme: the massive, 
all-embracing power of Amer- 
ica. whose interference in in- 
ternational affairs was directed 
solely by the interests of the 
United Slates - in Bosnia os well 
as the Middle East “Bosnia is 
in the heart of Europe. itXa. spe- 
cial case," he said.^“The -'Solu- 
tion they have reached is to keep 
the Muslims under supervision 
and to prevent third parties like 
the Islamists from gaining any 
power. But Palesh^.is in the 
heart of the Islam tc Wtjri d and 
here the Americans 


after their interests in the Mid- 
dle East - oil and Israel.” 

I pushed Sheikh Jarrar back 
to the subject of Jerusalem, of 
which he spoke so many times 
at Marj el-Zahour. “It's a per- 
sonal view — I think there will 
be a solution for Jerusalem.” he 
said. “But it will he confined tn 
the holy sites - Arafat will 
maybe he able to take control 
of some areas annexed to 
- Jerusalem. The West Bank will 
be split. into cantons by the Is- 
raelis who have built all these 
by-pass roads for the settlers 
which divide up our land. Some 
of the settlers will leave but oth- 
ers will stay, especially in sel- 
llemcntSin the Jordan Valiev, 
in the nSrth-w’est, and in all 
those areas where the settle- 
ments are already virtual cities." 

It sounded as if Sheikh Jar- 
far was using “a ccrtahOan- 
guage". had "mellowed just a 
little; not « his opposition to a 


peace he regards as unjust but 
in the time il will take to prove 
its injustice and to persuade 
Palestinians that only a return 
to Islamic principles - rather 
than the PLO-style nationalist 
variety - will resolve their 
tragedy. Out in the hallway, 
hundreds of students clustered 
round the noticcboards of the 
mi hi am Palestinian groups. To 
the Islamist board were pinned 
dozens of snapshots of Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad “martyrs", 
holding pistols and automatic ri- 
fles and heavy machine guns. 
“That's Bassam Imasalni.” an- 
other Marj el-Zahour veteran 
said, pointing to the portrait of 
an unsmiling, slightly bearded 
young man with dark, serious 
eves. “He was trapped in his 
home by the Israelis buL came 
out fighting with his rifle - he 
only died because there were 
too" many of them." 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Vienna 

After making a lacklustre 
start. Franz Vranilzfcy. the 
Austrian Chancellor, has come 
out fighting in his attempt to 
be returned to power in the 
general election on Sunday. 

Presenting himself as a pil- 
lar of stability. Mr Vranitzkv 
has warned that a poor result 
for his Social Democrats 
(SPO) could open the door 
to Jorg Haider, the populist 
leader of the far-right 
Freedom Parly tFPO) and 
seriously damage Austria’s 
international reputation. 

At the same lime, the 
Chancellor has been scornful 
of his former conservative al- 
lies in the People s Party 
(OVPi and their ambitious 
leader. Wolfgang Schiisscl. 
who has hinted that he might 
try to form a new coalition 
with Mr Haider. 

“As far as 1 am concerned. 
Mr Haider - a man who once 
praised the ‘orderly" employ- 
ment policies of Adolf Hiller 
- can never qualify to be a 
member of the Austrian gov- 
ernment.” Mr Vranilzky said. 
“And if the Conservatives did 
go in with him. it would spell 
the end for them." 

According to the latest 
opinion polls. Mr Vranilzky 's 
tactics appear to be working. 
While a few weeks ago the gap 
between the two main parties 
was down to just 1 percentage 
point, the SPO is now set to 
win 34 per cent, against 2S per 
cent for the OVP. 

Snapping at their heels, on 
24 per cent, is Mr Haider's 
FPO. which campaigns on an 
anti-immigration platform 
and which promises to 
smash the two-party monop- 
oly of power, privilege and 
patronage. 

The projected results arc 
similar to those recorded in 
Austria's last general elec- 
tion, in October 1W. and, if 
confirmed, they may well lead 


OVP coalition that has g«>'- 
emed Austria for the past 
nine years. For the two panics 
1 o work together again, how - 
ever, they will have to patch 
up their differences over how 
to reduce the country’s spi- 
ralling budget deficit, the is- 
sue which precipitated the 
collapse of the last coalition 
two monLhs ago. 

Both parlies agree the 
deficit, set to reach 12ilbn 
schillings (fShni this year, 
must conic down for Austria 
to meet the Maastricht crite- 
ria for economic and mone- 
tary union. But while the SPO 
favours tax rises to achieve it. 
the OVP wants large cuts in 
generous welfare payments 
and subsidies. 

Mr Vranitzkv. a former 



y may we 
to a continuation of the SPO- 


Vranitzky: Closing the gap 

banker who is nuw into his 
10th year as Chancellor, be- 
lieves that a compromise is 
possible. Mr Haider, who has 
presided over a fivefold in- 
crease in FPO support since 
taking over a leader in 1 9X6. 
is prepared to bide his lime. 

While not closing the door 
to participation in govern- 
ment now. he has indicated 
that he would he quite happy 
to see the two main parties 
joining forces in a new coali- 
tion which, he believes, would 
collapse w ithin two years. 

At that point he thinks the 
FPO would become the 
largest parly and he could 
achieve his career ambition: to 
become Chancellor in 199.S. 
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War in Chechnya: Heavy casualties in republic’s second city threaten Yeltsin’s bid to legitimise puppet^egime 

Fightback |~ 
by rebels 
casts pall 
on elections 





in Huu:r 


China hits out at 
US ‘meddling* 

Peking — China lashed the 
United States for ‘’malicious" 
meddling in its internal affairs 
after Washington criticised the 




- 




PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Boris Yeltsin's high-risk efforts 
to legitimise Russia's puppet 
government in Chechnya by 
holding elections in the break- 
away republic were under threat 
last night after the war flared 
anew when rebels stormed 
into its second largest city. 
Gudermes. 

Helicopter gun ships pound- 
ed the city centre and there was 
heavy street fighting, in which 
at least a dozen people were 
killed, after Chechen fighters 
seized a hospital and several 
buildings, according to news re- 
ports from the area. 

A statement by the Russian 
military command in Chechnya 
said that about 600 rebels took 
part in the fighting in Guder- 
mes, which lasted all day, and 
were “hiding in residential ar- 
eas, actually behind the backs 
of civilians, and firing at feder- 
al troops sent to the town". 

Details of the conflict were 
still sketchy last night, as Russ- 
ian troops reportedly had sealed 
off the entire city, which lay un- 
der a veil of black smoke. But 
one Russian soldier manning a 
checkpoint about three miles 


away told Reuters there were 
“very many” dead and wound- 
ed. Another said that the 
Chechen fighters had “taken al- 
most the entire town”, which is 
about 20 miles east of Grozny. 

In June, Chechen rebels took 
1,000 people hostage after seiz- 
ing a hospital in the southern 
Russian town of Budennovsk 
in a conflict in which 100 peo- 
ple died. This time - according 
to the Itar-Tass news agency - 
they took a hospital, but allowed 
almost all patients and doctors 
to leave unharmed, detaining 
only one person. Reports were 
t ri dding in last nig ht of violence 
in two other towns, Novogroz- 
nensky and ShatoL 

The attack came on the first 
day of voting in local and na- 
tional elections in Chechnya 
which the Kremlin - to the as- 
tonishment of many observers 
- has insisted on holding, but 
which the rebels have long 
vowed to disrupt. 

The Russian authorities de- 
rided to open the polling booths 
for three days, a move which 
was intended to ensure that 
enough people vote to make the 
election legitimate. The thresh- 
old has been lowered from the 
customary SO per cent turnout 




A Chechen woman shakes her fists as Russian soldiers go to cast votes in Grozny yesterday. Rebels have called for a boycott of the polls 


to 25 per cent, and numbers 
have been boosted by allowing 
those Russian soldiers perma- 
nently based in Chechnya to 
take part. 

Hie chances that the elec- 
tions in Chechnya will run their 
course are lessening. There 
also were exchanges of gunfire 


in Grozny yesterday, where 
only one polling booth - used 
by the local Russian-backed 
administration -remained open 
by lunchtime. 

Hie Kremlin wants the elec- 
tion - which is expected to re- 
turn the present Russian- 
backed prime minister, Doku 


Zavgayev, to office - to lend 
legitimacy to the puppet ad- 
ministration in the republic. It 
is difficult to believe, however, 
that anyone beyond a stone's 
throw from the Red Square will 
take the results seriously. The 
poll is not subject to any inde- 
pendent monitoring. 


Yesterday’s developments 
will do no thing to improve the 
standing of President Boris 
Yeltsin, whose decision to in- 
vade Chechnya a year ago 
caused deep resentment. ; 

Indeed, coming only three 
days before polls to elect a 
new State Duma, or lower 


house, the latest fighting will do 
little to advance the cause of the 
go vern ment-backed party. 

lb morrow President Ye! ism 
willaddressthe nation. Currying 
favour among an angry and dis- 
illusioned electorate always was 
going to be an uphill task. Now 
His job is harder still. 


Andreotti rues the day he said ‘yes’ to a life in Italian politics 



Regrets: Giulio Andreotti 


Decorated Glass 
Baubles Box of 6 
Choice of colours 


iulio Andreotti, the former 
vJftalian prime ministerwho 
is on trial in Sicfly for alleged 
Mafia links, wishes he had nev- 
er become involved in politics. 
And Pope John Paul Q may weD 
wish he had not got involved 
with Mr Andreotti. 

If he could have foreseen his 
future troubles, Mr Andreotti 
told a Portuguese Catholic ra- 
dio station, he would have said 
“no, thanks-’ a half-century 
ago, when AJcide De Gasperi, 
Italy’s post-war leader, asked 
him to join the Christian 


Democrats. Rather than be- 
come a politician, he would have 

I iursued a career as a canon 
awyer or a doctor, the Life 
Senator said. 

The Pope, meanwhile, has 
been criticised for inviting Mr 
Andreotti to address a health- 
care conference at the \htican, 
during which the two were 
photographed chatting and 
shaking bands. On Tuesday, a 
university student who was 
reading a prayer at a papa] Mass 
departed from his text and 
quoted the words of Aldo 


PEOPLE 


Moro, the murdered former 
prime minister, in describing Mr 
Andreotti. In a letter written . 
from captivity before he was 

in 1978, 

indifferent, bloodless, absent, 
dosed in his shadowy scheme of 
glory.” 

The unidentified student 
continued: “One can be grey. 
Senator Andreotti, but honest; 
grey but good; grey but full of - 


fervour - but this is what you 
lack, human fervour.” The Fbpe 
did not respond, and continued 
with hs Mbs. John Major also 
showed no reaction. 

\ ftftr two i’eeks of factory 
/a^eprs and market-economy 
lessors from his Chinese and 
Vietnamese comrades, Fidel 
Castro toured the huge Cu Chi 
tunnel network where Viet 
Cong guerrillas hid daring the 
Vietnam war. ^fearing a sqtt cap 
and a guerrilla-style kerchief 
around his . neck* the Cuban 


leader spent an hour hearing f 
how the tunnels were dug in the / 
1960s, and became a launching r 
point for attacks on Saigon. Mr l 
Castro tried to squeeze into a \ 
few tunnels, but didn’t get very 1 
far. In a guest book, he wrote r 
that the tunnels were an exam- 
ple of man’s endurance in the t 
face of aggression. c 

' c 

I xnelda Marcos wants a re- h 
conciliation with the formet^c 
president Corazon Aquino. The 
former first lady of tne Philip- W 
pines says the feud between her 


family and that of Benigno 
Aquino, Mrs Aquino’s assassi- 
nated husband, has lasted too 
long. In fact, she says, it has pro- 
voked the gods to strike the 
Philippines with .- -numerous 
natural calamities. 

.**Vfe are displeasing the gods 
because we tne not giving eter- 
nal rest to the dead,* Mrs Mar- 
cos said, referring to her late 
husband Ferdinand and to 
cootinuedt sugpidMw^teftt; Jrn 


. ei . 


Mat^n^ird. 
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Today, four 
tickets for 
Swan Lake 


If you fancy a trip to the theatre, 
we would like to offer you the best 
seats in Use house. All this week we 
are givingyptr the chance to win top 
class tickets to shows ranging from 
opera to ballet to drama. 

' Today you could win four top- 
price stalls tickets for the English 
National Ballet’s production of 
Swan Lake. Probably the most fa- 
mous classical ballet in the world. 
Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake tells of 
Prince Siegfried’s love for the 
Swan Queen, Odette, and their tri- 
umph over the evil magician von 
RothbarL Produced by former Bol- 
shoi prims ballerina Raissa 
Struchkova, the ballet features 
dramatic sets and costumes by 
Carl Toms that echo [he grand 
Russian imperial style. 

The prizewinner’s per f or m ance 
takes place at the The Royal Fes- 
tival Hall on Friday 1 2 January. To 
be in with a chance of winning four 
top-price stalls tickets, simply an- 
swer the following question. 

Question: who is 

Odette's alter ego? 

Then call: 


and leave your answer, name, ad- 
dress and daytime telephone num- 
ber. The winner will he chosen at 
random from all correct answers re- 
ceived after the dosing date of mid- 
night Saturday 16 December. 

Your call will last no longer than 
a minute. Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate and 49p per minute at 
all other times. Normal Newspa- 
per Publishing rules apply, the 
Editor's derision is final. There is 
no cash alternative. Sony, this com- 
petition is not open to readers in 
the Republic of Ireland. 

For farther. details of this show, 
please call the booking office on 
01719604241. 
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Teresa Poole. The sironglv- 
worded statement suggests thin 
China may (eel confident 
enough to proceed with other 
dissident trials, indudiug that tti 
Wane Dan. one of the student 
leaders of the MW democracy 
movement, who has been in de- 
tention for more than sis 
months without charge. 

Iraqi olive branch 

New York — In a mow to cud 
isolation. President Saddam 
Hussein has approved a secret 
pentagon mission to lfttq in 
search of the remains of the first 
American pilot shot down in the 
1991 Gulf War, the Afew Jarir 
Times reported. Jtouer 

Jet-crash due 

Vferona - — Engine failure could 
have caused the crush of a Ro- 
manian airliner in northern 
Italy which killed all 49 people 
on board, an Italian government 
official said. Renter 

President cleared 

Bogota — A congressional com- 
mittee voted to clear Colombia's 
President Ernesto Samper of 
possible impeachment on 
charges that he authorised the 
receipt of millions of dollars in 
Cali cartel drug money to help 
win last year’s election. Reuter 

Death on safari 

Ongadougou — A British 
woman, Audrey O'Neil, 55, may 
have starved to death lust April 
after her Land Rover ran out of 
fuel in a game reserve in Burk- 
ina Faso, west Africa. Only her 
skeleton remained. AP 

Call to Libya 

Tkinis — A US State Depart- 
ment official Robert Fcllctrcau, 
urged Libya to resume contacts 
with the UN Secretary-Gener- 
al, Boutros Boutros-Ghali on 
ways to end sanctions over the 
bombing of a Pan American air- 
liner over Lockerbie. Reuter 

Bulgarian rhapsody 

Sofia — A married man and his 
lover who stole away to a Bul- 
garian holiday cottage for a ro- 
mantic evening decided to join 
the party when they heard live- 
ly music in a nearby house. In- 
ride, they found their spouses 
locked in an adulterous em- 
brace. The two unfaithful wives 
attacked each other with garden 
'bodftnnd had to be separated 
by then: husbands. Reuter 
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Evangeline Bruce 


Evangeline Bruce appeared to 
emerge straight from the pages 
of a roman-a-clef, alas never 
written. Intelligent, beautiful 
mysterious, ethereal, she was 
impossibly perfect as an am- 
bassadress. yet would often dis- 
appear from her own parties. 
Charmingly seductive and qui- 
etly amusing, she knew exactly 
what she wanted and achieved 
it Famous as one of the best- 
dressed women in the worid and 
the Georgetown hostess par 
excellence , she overcame the 
most terrible experience that 
could ever befall a mother, the 
virtual certainty that her daugh- 
ter bad been murdered. And at 
the end of her life, just before 
losing her sight, she completed 
a historical biography which 
enjoyed great success, both in 
the review columns and in the 
best-seller lists. 

Evangeline Bell and her sis- 
ter Virginia - the author Vir- 
ginia Surtees - were the 
daughters of Edward Bell, an 
American career diplomat. 
When he was en posts in Peking, 
Evangeline's nanny used to 
take her for walks along the 
Great W&II of China. Her father 
died when she was still a child, 
but the peripatetic existence 
continued because her English 
mother. Etelka, married the 
British diplomat Sir James 
Dodds in 1927. 

Evangeline already spoke 
perfect French when she went 
to Radcliffe in 1 937, where she 
first got to know the historian 
Arthur Schlesingcr. In 1942, she 
was recruited by the Office of 
Strategic Services to work in 
London. She was given the 
fearful responsibility of creating 
convincing aliases for agents 
parachuted into France, then 
making sure that there were no 
inconsistencies in their forged 
documents. This work brought 
her in touch with her future hus- 
band, David Bruce, whom Gen- 
eral “Wild BUT Donovan had 
appointed as head of the 
London headquarters. 

Bruce, some 20 years older, 
was a handsome and distin- 
guished Virginian of great 
charm, a natural part of the cir- 
cle which the journalist Joseph 
AIsop later termed “the Wasp 
Ascendancy”. He had drifted 
apart Cram his first wife, Ailsa 
Mellon, the sister of Paul Mel- 
lon, but managed to remain on 
good relations with her family 
and, when Andrew Mellon cre- 
ated the National Gallery in 
Washington, Bruce became the 
first president Mellon had also 
helped Bruce resurrect his fam- 
ily fortunes, first with a wedding 

Bruce invested most success- 
fully, then with business con- 


tacts. which led to director- 
ships with blue chip companies. 

David Bruce landed in Nor- 
mandy with Donovan on D-Day 
plus one. And, as might be ex- 
pected of a Princeton friend of 
Scott Fitzgerald, he “liberated*’ 
the Ritz Hotel at the end of Au- 
gust 1944 with Ernest Hem- 
ingway and his gang of highly 
irregular partisans. Evangeline 
did not join him until a few 
weeks later, when she was giv- 
en a tour of Paris on the back 
of a US army motorbike. 

The following year, she and 
David Bruce were married, and 
in 1947 she accompanied him 
back to Ffcris when he was ap- 
pointed to oversee the Marshall 
Plan in France. The Bruces 
lived in a beautiful apartment 
which had belonged to the 
Princesse de LambaSe in the rue 
de Lille but, as their family grew, 
it became too small. Bruce re- 
turned one day, to announce 
that he had found a much larg- 
er place. Evangeline asked 
where it was. “On the avenue 
d’ldna," be replied. It was the 
residence of the United States 
ambassador, a post which he 
had been offered that day. 

Bruce was a very popular am- 
bassador with the French, main- 
ly because he understood their 
sensitivities after the defeat of 
1 940 and the Occupation. Jean 
Monnet paid him the ultimate 
tribute when he described him 
as “a deeply civilised man” with 
“rare foresight and good faith” 
who “does not thmk of his 
country in terms of domina- 
tion”. But Bruce's popularity 
was also in a large part due to 
the success of Evangeline as am- 
bassadress. Nearly SO years lat- 
er, French minis ters from the 
period would immediately re- 
spond to the mention of her 
name with: "Ah, la charmante 
Madame BiuceT 
So great was her success in 
Paris that she had to reject 
scores of would-be lovers, but 
always with a tact and wit that 
the French admired and ap- 
preciated. Couturiers vied to 
dress her and every fashion 
magazine longed to photograph 
her. Dior even created a special 
range of maternity clothes for 
her. But Evangeline’s greatest 
friends were by no means the 
richest Intelligent and amusing 
characters, especially the out- 
rageous Marie-Louse Bous- 

S iet, were more to her taste. 

er drde was also increased be- 
cause her sister Vir gini a was 
then the wife of Ashley Clarke, 
the British Minister in Paris 
after the Liberation. 

Bruce, from his position of 
unusual Influence, greatly en- 
couraged moves towards a Eu- 
ropean Community begun by 


Monnet and Robert Schuman. 
He became a dose friend of 
Conrad Adenauer, and so it was 
a natural development when, in 
1957, Bruce became US Am- 
bassador in Bonn. Four years 
later, he was translated to Lon- 
don as Ambassador to the 
Cburt of St Jama, where he and 
EyangehnefeMirtshed. President 
John F. Kennedy loved Bruce's 
gossipy accounts of the Profo- 
mo scandal. In 1970, when 
Brace’s time came to an end. 
they took the most handsome 
set in Albany, which had 
^belonged to Lord.'Melbourne. 

. That year smy a return to' 
Paris for the Vietnam , peace ' 
talks, and flute, years' later, 
Bruce, althougha'lpiig-staiiding 
Democrat, was efibsen by Pres- 
ident Nixon as the man to play 
“the Qiina card” as ambassador 
in Peking. For Evangeline, this ; 
was a curious, and in some ways 
disappointing, return to her 
childhood, even though she 
did not wastg' a moment in 
studying Chines^ art 

The next appointment, in 
1974, as ambassador to Nato in 
Brussels, was the time of their 
greatest sadness. Their daugh- 
ter, Alexandra, known as Sasha, 
married a Greek. Marios Mich- 
aelides. On 7 November 1975, 
Sasha was found shot in the 
head, lying under a tree at the 
Bruce family estate in Virginia. 
The house had been looted. She 
died two days later. Investiga- . 
lions could not establish for sure 
whether her death had been sui- 
cide or murder. Michaelides was 
later charged with murder and 
theft, but he escaped back to 
Greece and there avoided ex- 
tradition to the United States. 

The shock of Sasha’s death 
was made infinitely worse by the 
media. The tone of the lurid and 
speculative coverage suggested 
that the press were interested 
primarily in destroying the im- 
age of the perfect couple. The 
episode caused lasting damage 
to both parents. David Bruce 
died two years later. Evangeline, 
determined to bring some good 
out of it, set up and funded a 
charity in Sasha's name to help 
troubled young people, a cause 
for which Sasha herself had 
worked at Radcliffe. 

Evangeline Bruce might have 
been remembered by the world 
mainly for superficial charac- 
teristics: her tall, elegant figure, 
her inspired dress sense, her 
gentle, husky, seductive voice, 
her famous parties in Wash- 
ington and London; yet she 
loathed being described as a so- 
ciety hostess, and accepted the 
tens “ sakmiste ” with resigna- 
tion. Any grande dame mystery 
which she maintained was 
mainly a line of defence for 


someone who was stiD quite shy 
and had always needed a degree 
of privacy. She had not just a 
natural generosity, but also a tal- 
ent for friendship. She used to 
take a house in Tuscany each 
summer with her old friend Ma- 
rietta Tree to entertain mutual 
friends. After Marietta's death 
in 1991, Evangeline Bruce con- 
tinued the tradition, with house- 
parties in Italy-or France with 
friends such as Tudovic and 
Moira Kennedy, Lord and Lady 
Jenkins of Hrnhead, Sir Nich- 
olas and Lady Hendeisaa, Lord 
and Lady weidenfeld, . Edna 
■O’Brien, the Arthur Settles-, 
ingers. But this year thepublr- 
ca&m and success of her' 
Nq/XHcoriand Josephinc:'tm _ 
proBhbt if marriage prompted: 
tmutywj^h^notok^hcxs^ 

rroiisfytorevf^ 

;"t Napoleon and Josephine grew 
out of an earlier book, never 
published. The manuscript was 
about the year 1795. - to her, 
“the most exciting-year in his- 
tory”. All Paris was celebrating 
the end of the Ibrror. in a 
mood cef excitement and licen- 
tioujtoess; while,' in the new 
.liteS&fised economy, huge for- 
tunes Were being made in spec- 
ulations and army contracts. 
“The contracts could be for any- 
thing, from oats to cavalry 
sabres,” she wrote, '‘and as like 
as not, carried .qfHty a woman 
-wearing flesh-coloured tights 
and diamonds on her toes.” The 
'degree ofmfhience wielded by 
women at thi&tnne was aston- 
ishing; and Bruce, who had 
watched the exercise of power 
over the years from an ideal po- 
sition, Was fasdnaied by the sub- 
ject. Her descrijptions of the 
Parisian social and political 
scene - from Thermidor to 
TCiterioo - are so sure, so vivid, 
one almost feels she had lived 
through it 

She had just finis hed the 
book when die woke up one 
morning having completely lost 
her sight. Whatever the turmoil 
caused by this cruel blow, she 
never complained except to say 
what a bore it was. 



Bruce: an acute intelligence 


Photograph: Hutton Qeutsch 


Antony Beevor 
and Attends Cooper 


Perhaps to some who did not 
know Evangeline Bruce she 
gave the hnpressioa of aloofness 
and even of unpredictability, 
writes Sir Nicholas Henderson. 
This was not on account of her 
presence, which was imposing, 
even awesome, but of a certain 
kind of shyness and lade of self- 
assurance, remarkable in some- 
one of whom it could be said 
that she had everything: looks, 
intelligence, taste, wealth and a 
capacity for friendship. 

There is no word for her ap- 


pearance other than beautiful; 
and so too was the way she 
dressed and decorated her 
rooms. She had an Edwardian. 
Boldini-fike elegance which was 
nevertheless up-to-date: wide- 
brimmed hats, flowing scarves, 
tailor-made suits, romantic 

frraser-suits ai^dSort^riits; 
her colours were pearl, grey- 
blue and cream, not used glar- 
ingly but suffused mistily. John 
Fowler curtains dressed her 
windows. Everything was tlw re- 
sult of an acute and discrimi- 
nating visual sense. In the way 
she dressed, decorated esc con- 
ducted her life die was not a Bo- 
hemian, but nor was she 
conventional; she was original, 
and possessed of a strong sense 
of creativity and merriment. 

Yet it would be misleading to 
give the irnpresskm that she was 
only Interested in the look of 
things. She had an acute intel- 
ligence and a lifelong interest m 
ideas and literature. For some 
dozen years she beavered away 


unobtrusively at research that 
led to Napoleon ondJosephb 
Although too diffident to take 
part herWlf in discussion, there 
was nothing die liked more 
than to be present when her 
friends were talking about se- 
rious subjects, for her prefer- 
ence humorously. She had a 
theory that the french were bet- 
ter at this than the Anglo-Sax- 
ons; she thought this was true 
of most things they did. She 
spoke French perfectly and was 
an excellent linguist, even suc- 
ceeding in learning Chinese 
when en paste in Peking. 

The impression of Vangye 
that evoked such love is of 
some light-winged dryad, diffi- 
cult to catch or pin down, but 
inextinguishable in the heart or 
the mind's eye. 


Evangeline Bell, ambassadress 
and author bom London 1918; 
married 1945 David Bruce ( died 
1977; two sons, and one daugh- 
ter d ecea sed); died Washington 
DC 12 December 1995. 


Douglas Corrigan 


Douglas Corrigan became an 
Irish-American folk hero in 


1938 when, forbidden by US au- 
thorities to attempt a solo flight 
across the North Atlantic, he left 
New York bound for California 
and landed in Ireland, claiming 
to have misread his compass. 

“Wrong Way” Corrigan was 
bom in 1907 in Galveston. 
Texas, and spent his early child- 
hood in San Antonio, before 
settling in Los Angeles. It was 
there, on a Sunday afternoon in 
1924, that be went out to the 
new Glendale Municipal Air- 
port and spent 5250 of wages 
earned on building sites on a 
ride in a war-surplus Curtiss 
Jenny biplane. “That night 1 
walked home on air,” he said. 

Thereafter Corrigan spent 
every Sunday at (he airfield, pay- 
ing S5 for a 15-minutc flying les- 
son, and helping mechanics to 
repair and refuel aeroplanes. 
His ambition to become an ar- 
chitect was forgotten when, on 
25 March 1926 - “the biggest 
day in my life” - his instructor 


sent him off solo after four and 
a half hours of instruction. 

Shortly after his 20th birth- 
day, Corrigan moved to San 
Diego to work for the B.F. Ma- 
honey Aircraft Corporation, 
which was building mono- 
planes, and there in the spring 
of 1927 he helped assemble the 
Ryan NYP Spirit of St Louis in 
which Charles Lindbergh made 
the first solo crossing of the At- 
lantic, from New York to Paris. 

In the early 1930s Corrigan 
worked as a pilot-mechanic on 
the US West Coast With his 
brother Harry, an aeronautical 
engineering graduate, he rebuilt 
an Eagle rock bioplane and 
barnstormed across the country 
until a crash during a thunder- 
storm almost killed them. Soon 
after, he paid $350 for an old 
Curtiss Robin monoplane, and 
spent 18 days, including anoth- 
er crash, flymg it from the East 
Coast to Los Angeles. 

Nurturing the idea of flying 
the Robin, which he named 
Sunshine, flora Newfoundland 



•Wrong Way' Corrigan 


to his ancestral home in Ireland, 
Corrigan painstakingly over- 
hauled it, installing a more 
powerful engine and long-range 
fuel tanks, and took lessons m 
“blind flying” on instruments. 

In autumn 1936 Corrigan 
flew the Robin non-stop from 
New York to his old home at 
Sau Antonio. The following 
summer he made two coast-to- 
coast flights, but the US Bureau 


of Air Commerce persistently 
refused to license the Robin for 
a transatlantic attempt. So, on 
8 July 1938, Corrigan took off 
from Long Beach, California, at 
the start of what he claimed was 
to be a return trip to New 
York, flying non-stop on each 
coast-to-coast leg. He reached 
Roosevelt Field, New York, in 
a little under 27 hours. 

A week later, dressed in just 
a light shirt and trousers, with 
two boxes of fig biscuits, two 
chocolate bars and a quart of 
water, and seen only by the air- 
port manager, he left Floyd 
Bennett Field at dawn, osten- 
sibly westward-bound for Los 
Angeles. The weather was bad, 
and it was 26 hours before 
Corrigan had another sight of 
the surface, not the dry land- 
scape of California, but water. 
“I shouldn't have come to the 
Pacific Ocean yet, so I started 
to figure out just what had 
happened ... I had been fot 
lowing the wrong end of the 
magnetic compass needle on the 


whole flight,” he explained. 

Corrigan landed at Baldon- 
nel military aerodrome near 
Dublin an 18 July, and after cus- 
toms formalities - he had no 


-was received by the Amen can 
Ambassador, Joseph Kennedy, 
and the Irish Prime Minister Ea- 
mon de \fclera, occasions which 
forced him to buy a tie. Corri- 
gan was feted in Dublin, then 
in London, returning trium- 
phant to New York aboard the 
USS Manhattan to a fireboat 
and ticker-tape parade wel- 
come and an audience with 
President Franklin Roosevelt 
Even sceptical Bureau of Com- 
merce officials warmed to Cor- 
rigan's cheeky exploit, 
administering a mere slap on 
the wrist for his rule-breaking 
- a five-day suspension of his 
airman’s certificate, all of which 
had been served on his return 
sea-trip across the Atlantic. 

Hollywood signed Corrigan 
to star as himself in a movie of 
his flight - The Flying Irishman . 


PCs 1939 autobiography. That’s 
My Story, drew its title from his 
explanation to Irish authorities: 
“That's my story, but I sure am 
ashamed of that navigation.” It 
was nonsense of course. No pi- 
lot of Corrigan’s experience 
could have sustained such a 
gross navigational error for 28 
hours and 3,150 miles, but 
throughout bis fife “Wrong 
Why” Corrigan stuck to it 
During the Second World 
War Corrigan served in the US 
Army Air Force Ferry Com- 
mand, and later ran his own. air 
freight service before settfing to 
form an orange grove in Santa 
Ana, California. In 1988 he re- 
turned to Ireland on the 50th 
annft/eisaty of his solo flight, this 
time as a passenger aboard, a 
commercial jet, and was feted 
by Dubliners alt over again. 

MlkeJ 


Douglas Corrigan, aviMonbom 
Galveston, Texas 22 January 
1907; died Orange, California 9 
December 1995. • ' : 1 * 


Professor 
Hugh Clegg 


Hugh Clegg was the most in- 
fluential British scholar of in- 
dustrial relations at a time when 
his subject dominated the eco- 
nomic . and political life of 
Britain. He not only immea- 
surabty improved the contem- 
porary understanding of 
industrial relations problems, 
but he also used the opportu- 
nity offered by a new universi- 
ty to build for the subject an 
enduring tradition of interna- 
tionally outstanding teaching 
and research. 

The son ofa Methodist min- 
ister,' he went to Kmgswaod 
School Bath,gomg on to Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford, just be- 
fore the Second Worid wr. He 
then served five years in the 
Army as a telephone engineer 
before returning to Oxford. Af- 
ter taking the best degree of his 
year, be was emcouraged by 
Professor GJXH-Cole to study 
industrial relations. The subject 
appealed to his rebellious and 
egalitarian temperament. 

He joined Nuffield College, 
then in its infancy, and became 
a Fellow in 1949. There he 
started a 20-year academic part- 
nership with Alan Flanders, a 
pre-war trade-union activist 
whose later theoretical writ- 
ings were to be highly influen- 
tial. As well as running a 
legendary seminar series to- 
ll gether, they edited The System 
of Industrial Relations in Greta 
Britain. (1953), which broke 
new ground in its far-ranging 
overview of collective bargain- 
ing. Meanwhile, Clegg wrote a 
succession of studies, of na- 
tionalised industries, employers' 
organisations, industrial democ- 
racy, and trade union officers, 
which, explored the untidy in- 
stitutional detafi of industrial re- 
lations. He embarked upon the 
authoritative A History of British 
Trade Unions, of which the first 
volume was published in 1964; 
die second and third volumes 
had to wait for his retirement. 

Industrial relations were, by 
the 1960s, becoming a source of 
national concern. Clegg’s dear, 
retentive, and independent 
mind matte him a natural can- 
didate .for die many boards of 
inquiry favoured for problem- 
solving in those more tolerant 
times. Through his work on the 
railways, the docks, shipping, 
and the ot industry he earned 
respect as an incisive question- 
er who would boll down messy 
evidence into a lucid report. 

Clegg was an obvious ap- 
pointee to the Royal Commis- 
sion on Tiade Unions and 
Employers’ Assodationsset up 
in 1965 by a Labour government 
seeking legislative solutions to 
die “strike problem”. He en- 
sured that an unprecedented 
programme of research was 
commissioned. Then, when the 
majority of the Commission 
appeared to be stumbling to- 
wards legal sanctions aimed at 
strikers, he drafted a powerful 
counter-report which won over 
the majority. Strikes, it argued, 
were a consequence of poor 
management, not of demonic 
shop stewards. Employers 
should recognise that the in- 
dustrial agreements they had re- 
lied on should, tn much of 
industry, give way to what would 
now be railed enterprise bar- 
gaining. It was an analysis that 


a Mess of the Last One (1971). 
When, in 1979, James Call- 
aghan persuaded him to settle 
the “Winter of Discontent" 
public service disputes by chair- 
ing the Commission on Pay 
Comparability, he followed up 
with a similarly thoughtful vale- 
dictory report which remains a 
remarkable analysis of public 
service pavpoliCT. 

He left Oxford in 1967 to be- 
come Professor of Industrial 
Relations at the new Warwick 
University- Among the mud 
and wooden huts he ployed a 
major part in creating what 
has become the most success- 
ful of Britain's post-war uni- 
versities. Warwick’s strength in 
social science and business stud- 
ies owes much to the research 
environment he established: 
industrial relations grew rapid- 
ly as a part of this when the 
(then) Social Science Research 
Council set up its Industrial 
Relations Research Unit with 
him as Director, soon to be 
joined by Alan Flanders and 
George Bain. His graduate 
course in the subject remains 
internationally outstanding. 

TWo complete rewrites of 
what was now his own textbook 
were published in 1970 and 
1979. He handed on the direc- 
tion of the unit in 1974, and in 
1979 retired from his chair to re- 
turn to his History. Long into his 
retirement his bicycle kept him 
in close touch with his empire 
of enthusiastic researchers. 

An almost truculently mod- 
est man, Clegg avoided the 



Clegg: coBectfve bargaining 


publicity that the circumstances 
of industrial conflict offered 


politkaans rejected but which 
subsequent events have over- 
whelmingly vindicated. 

Clegg’s time on the Royal 
Commission coincided with his 


being a founder member of the 
National Board for Prices and 
Incomes. There his lasting con- 
tribution was to insist on eoquoy 
by case-study, marshalling an 
army of academic field-worem 
to explore, fcy talking to the men 
and women at the grass-roots, 
the grubby facts of labour man- 
agement. He wrote the lessons 
up in a book characteristically 
entitled flow to Run an Incomes 
Policy and Why We Made Such 


Huf&i Armstrong Clegg, industrial 
relations teacher bom 22 May 
'-1920; Official Fellow, Nuffield 
■ College, Oxford, 1949-66 (Emer- 
itus); Professor of Industrial Re- 
lations, Warwick University 
1967-79; Chairman, Civil Service : 
Arbitration Tribunal 7968-77; 
Chairman, Standing Commis- 
sion on PityCompamMity 1979- \ 
80; married 1941 Matilda Shaw ! 
(two sons, two daughters ); died 
9 December 1995: ’ " : 




him. While forming close 
friendships with many of the 
employers and trade union of- 
ficers with whom he worked, he ^ 

mistrusted politicians. He won 
the devotion of generations of 
students and colleagues by the 
care and loyalty he gave to 
them. When his remorseless 
penal hadhscarred an essay or 
manuscript beyond recogni- 
tion, he was always ready to take 
the author off to the pub to 
restore their self-esteem. 

As a scholar Gegg was ac- 
cused of being obsessed with 
data to the neglect of theory. 
History will show the contrary. 

He was impatient of dataless 
theorising, but his own analyses 
- of industrial democracy, the 
role of management, bargain- 
ing structure, trade unionism - 
are incomparable. Political fash- 
ion and economic circum- 
stances have battered collective 
bargaining beyond recognition 
in the years since Gegg retired. 

But when future generations 
seek to repair the excessive 
individualisation of working 
life, they will work with the 
understanding he has passed on. 

William Brown 


'4 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


OOCKSHOTT: Angela Margaret (nee 


Haldane) died peacefully at home an 
13 December 1995 . Dearly 


. loved 

and laving wife of David, and moth- 
er of Camilla nd Richard. Funeral ser- 
vice at 11am oa Wednesday 20 
December at Maidford Parish 
Church. Family flowers only please. 
Donations if desired lo Cancer Re- 
search. 

OSBORNE: Elsie, suddenly on 8 De- 
cember in Godalming, greatly loved 
and sorely missed. Funeral at Guild- 
ford Crematorium at 2pm on Mon* 
day IS Dccenjlvrr, FkWSS timihr only 
or' make a donation to the Elsie 
Osborne Memorial Fund at the 
Tbvtsiock dime, 120 Belsize Lone, 
London NW35BA. 


AuMUccnunts for GutVt BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Bbtkf,M*p- 
tim. Maniacs. Deaths, Memorial aortic*. 
Wedding umhcmrfcs, h Mrwmwl 
sbaaU be fa writing mibeGarette^ 
itoc The Independent, I Canada Sqaut,C*- 

nmyWhnrC London E145DL* telephone* 

hi 0171-203 2011 or toned lo 0X71-293 20X0, 
0*59 *fine (VAT estral- 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


ttKtMiarEdtalNailh.RiiHq.OetMnlBwod 
uo*. inemli a tinner a Sr Marc. 


Changing of the Guard 
TV HoncMd C»air* Mounted Regment 

■man ike OKenMiACoaidni B<nc GOHde, 


I la 


Birthdays 

Mr David AbelL chairman and chief 
executive, Suter pic, 53; Mr Roy An- 
derson, chairman emeritus, Lockheed 
Corporation, 75; Mr Michael Bog- 
danov, artistic director, English 
Shakespeare Company, 57; Mr Dave 
Clark, drummer, 53; Lord Graham, 
former chairman, Guinness Peat 
group, 78; Sir Graham Dorey, Bailiff 
of Guernsey, 63: Air Marshal Sir John 
Fitzpatrick, «r. Miss Ida HaendcL vi- 
olinist, 71; Mr G unn.ir Haggle f. 
diplomat, 91; Sir Henry Har dman, 
former senior dvfl servant, 90; Mr 
Oliver HeaSd MP, Minister of State 
for Social Security, 41; Mr Kevin 
Hughes MP, 43; Genera) Sir Frank 
Kitson, former Commander-in- 
Chid, UK Land Forces, 69; The Rev 
Dr Una Kroll, Deacon of the Church 
in Wales. 70; Mr David McMurray, 
Headmaster. Otmdle School, 58; 
Mr Oscar Niemeyer, architect, 88: 
Miss Edna O'Brien, novelist, 59; 
Mr Michael Peart, Ambassador to 
Fiji and British High Commissioner 
to Kiribati, Nauru and Hivalu, 52; Mr 
Brian Roper, Vice-Chancellor, Uni- 
versity of North London, 46; Mr 
Austin Savage, ‘Welsh hockey in- 
ternational, 54; Commandant Anne 
Spencer, former director. Women’s 
Royal Naval Service, 57; Professor Sir 
John Mcurig Thomas, Master of Pe- 
tetboose, Cambridge, 63; Professor 
Maurice Wilkins, biophysicist, 79. 


mulri-suHianaire, 1892. Deaths fan 
Vermeer (Jan van der Meer van 
Delft), painter, 1675; Isaak Will ion. 
au Lbor o f The CompleatAntfrr, 1683; 
Thomas Wright “Bits" Writer, jazz 
pianist, 1943; Charles Laughton, ac- 
tor, 1962; Whiter Elias Disney, cre- 
ator of “Mickey Mouse", 1966. On 

this day: the first meteorological 

recordings were begun in Tuscany, 
Italy, 1654; Napoleon and his army 

entered Warsaw. 1806; the Battle of 
Verdun ended, 191& the premiere of 
the film Gone With die Wind took 

place, 1939; John Paul Getty m was 

released by kidnappers who had 

held him lor five months and cut off 

his ear, 1973. tbday is Lhe Feast Day 

of St Maiydi Rosa, St Nino, St Paul 

of Lfltros and St Valerian. 


Lectures 

British Museum: Penny VMis, “Me- 
dieval Christmas: the Annuncia- 
tion”, 1.15pm. 

Gresham College, Barcartf s Inn 
Hall, London ECl: Professor 
Heather Cooper, “Siargarirtg; the 
video”, 1pm. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Alexandre-Gustave Eiffel, 
engineer, 1832; Jean Paul Getty, 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorro w may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 336pm. 

United SjTtt*5f<w*: 017KW7 4300. Feder*- 

ti—ri Srwmg aecwn-amaao. Patou «r 

!JhalMtfti|iuilit!toimai«WH-m 
ISO. M a a S ja > |H B »w afCw* BHtafac 
IIH4aolLSpMbkndni(U|MKjM 
Ctopmte 0171-289 1593. New London 
StrnEopM (Mamin: 0171-33 HCL 


Libel juries should be guided on awards of damages 


John v Mirror Group Newspapers 
Ltd; Court of Appeal (Sir Thomas 
Bingham. Master of the Rolls, 
Lord Justice Neill and Lord 
Justice Hirst); 12 December 1995 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 


15 December 1995 


Libel juries should be given 
guidance oa the appropriate 
level of damages in a parti cu- 


a wards in personal injuries ac- 
tionsond by indications by the 
parties’ counsel and the 
judge of what would be an 
appropriate award. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed in part MON’S appeal 
and substituted damages of 
£75,000 for an award of 
£350,000 to the plaintiff, Elton 
Hercules John. 

Elton John brought a libel 
action against MGNin respect 
of an article published in the 
Sunday Mirror 'Much alleged 
that he was on a “diet of death” 
by eating without swallowing. 
Elton John's case was that the . 
article was without foundation 
and undermined his success in 
curing his adtfiction to drt^R al- 
cohol and his eating problems. 
The jury awarded £75^000 com- 
pensatory damages and 


£275,000 exemplary damages. 
MGN appealed against the 
award or damages. 

Oiaries Gray QCmd Heather Ptigas 
(MGNso&dmr) for MGN; Desmond 
Browne QC and David Bosom (Fan 
Chotnudey) for Etton John. 


Sir Thomas Bingham MR, giv- 
ing the court's judgment,' said 
that compensatory damages 
compensated the successful 
plaintiff for die damage to his 
reputation, vindicated his good 
name, and took account of the 
distress, hurt and humiliation 
caused. 

• Respect for the constitu- 
tional role of the juiy in 
defamation actions had led to 
judges eschewing any specific 
guidance on the appropriate 
level of damages. The practical- 


Juries should not be re- 
minded of previous libel awards 
by juries. Reference might be 
made to awards approved or 
made by the Court of Appeal 
under section 8(2) or the 
.Courts and Legal Services Act 
1990 under which the Court of 
Appeal was empowered, on 
allowing an appeal against a 
jury's.award, to substitute such 
sum as appeared to the court 
to be proper. 

Turning to comparison with 


had become more manifesL A 
series of jury awards in sums 
wildly disproportionate to any 
damage suffered had given rise 
to criticisms. Possible changes 
should be considered. 


iu iujuikq uVr* 

lions, although there could be 
□o precise correlation, juries 
might be asked to consider 
whether injury to reputation 
justified any greater compen- 
sation. The conventional com- 
pensatory scales in personal 
injury cases must be taken to 
represent fair compensation. It 
was offensive to public op inin g 
that a defamation plaintiff 
should recover damage for 
injury to reputation greater, 
iwtiiaps by a significant factor, 
than if that same plaintiff had 


been rendered a helpless crip- 
ple. The time had come when 
judges, and counsel, should be 
free to draw the attention of 
juries to these comparisons. 

There was no reason why the 
parties’ respective counsel 
should not indicate to the jury 
the level of award they con- 
tended to be appropriate nor 
vty * e Jydge should not give 
a similar indication. The plain- 
tiff would not wish the jury to 
think that his main object was 
to make money rather than 
dear his name. The defendant 
would not wish to add insult to 
injury by underrating the 
seriousness of the libel. 

The jury would not he bound 


le indication of the judge. If 
the jury made an award outsde 
the upper or lower brackets in- 
dicated and such award was 
apealed; real weight must be 
given to the possibility that 
their judgment was to be pre- 
ferred to that of tee judge. 

Those modest but important 


changes would not undermine 
the constitutional position of 
the libel jury. Historically the 
significance of the libel jury had 
lain, not in assessing damages, 
bnt in deciding whether the 
publication was a HbeL 

Exemplary damages were 
awarded only if the publisher 
knew he acted unlawfully or 
had no genuine belief in the 
truth of the publication, acted 
in the hope of material gain, 
and when the compensatory 
damages was not sufficient to 
punish the defendant and de- 
ter others. Such damages 
should never exceed the mini- 
mum sun necessary to meet the 
public purpose underlying such 
damage, that of punishing the 
defendant, showing that tort 
did not pay and deterring 
others. 

Although the judge had not 
misdirected the jury m his sum- 
ming-up on tee award of dam- 
ages, the size of the award was 
excessive. Awards of £25,000 
would be substituted for corn- 


er exemplary damages. 

Wag Sul Du, Barrister 
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After the Scarman report, it became a safer and more harmonious place. So what has gone wrong? Paul VaSSeSy reports 
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T fce three days of rioting 
that engulfed Brixton in 
April 1981 shocked the : 
nation. The police were faced 
by mobs - throwing petrol’ 

bombs and attacking them with 

Crowbars — which . they could 
not control or even contain. It - 
was unlike anything Britain bad 
seen since the 1930s. 

Crowds of young rioters — 
mainly black, though, with some 
white youths involved -attacked 
police, fire fighters, and even 
a mb u l a n ces. Cars were set on 
fire. Property was destroyed on 
a large scale. More than 320 
people were injured inclu ding 
more than 200 police officers, in 
pitched battles along what came 
to be known as' the Rail ton 
Road ‘‘front-line”. Even today 
those who participated refer to . 
it as “the uprising”. 

Brixton ■ became a byword 
for a new disorder. It was not 
always thus. The first recorded 
mention of the place was in 
1067 when JBrbrisiane, the- 
north-east Hundred of Surrey,' 
was an uninhabited moor. It 
was undeveloped until the early 
19th century, when large sub- 
urban housing began to be . 
erected along the country lanes. 
As the railways came, so the 
gaps were filled with denser, 
more humble housing for clerks 
and artisans. 

But by end of the century 
Brixton's character began to 
change in a defining way. The 
large, older homes became 
lodging houses, particulariyfor 
people working in the theatre. 
(Bnxton was the home of Dan 
Leno, Fred Karno and the 
music ball and circus performer 
Thomas Major-Ball, father of 
the present prime minister, 
who spent his early days in a fiat 
there.) The network of rooms 
for board was the perfect recep- 
tion for migrant workers and 
immigrants; first came the Dish, 
and then, beginning in 1948, the 
West Indian community. 

The process has continued 
apace. As with all influxes, of 
immigrants, each new group 
gravitated to the spot where 
their fellow countrymen had 
made their home. By the Sixties 
enough of a sense of commu- 
nity had developed for local 
people successfully tip resist . . 
plans by Lambeth Council for . 

thearea. In Sem^^w^ties 
a numbef ^f ae^bonxiKDbd 


ghetto (30 per cent of the pqp- 
-ulatiQn is black) became a 
patchwork of co mmuni ty 
.. . The violence that erupted 
there in 1981 could, therefore, 
be blamed oa any number of 
• factors. The critics were not 
to .select their favourites. 

; There was heavy-handed polic- 
..mS*- Or the bjgh unemploy- 
ment and the government poli- 
c j es that produced it. There was 
the legacy of social and eco- 
nomic neglect of inner cities 
from previous administrations. 
Or agitation by outside extrem- 
ists. There was - the weak 
parental control and home dis- 
cipline in West Tnrfom families. 
And there was the whole issue 
of the incompatib ilit y of the 
races - the Monday Chib 
immediately called for the 
repatriation of 50,000 immi- 
grants a year and the repeal of 
all race relations laws. - 
. There was no denying the 
problems between the black 
community and the police. The 
Metropolitan Police had per- 
sistently been accused of 
1 harassment. Under the noto- 
rious “sus” law, police were 


allowed to apprehend citi- 
zenson the mere suspicion 
of intent to commit a 
crime. Only two weeks 
before, riot police had 
stopped and searched 
3,000 people in central 
Bnxton as part of Oper- 
ation Swamp against 
street crime. 

But the Brixton riots were 
a sign of. the times rather 
than the place. Riots fol- 
lowed soon after in Ibxteth 
(where they were even more 


violent), ' . Manchester, 
Southall, Reading, 


, schemes were started 


housing i 

instead, and jnigranls from 



other countries arrived to 
replace the departed Irish, who 
had gone up in the world. In 
came the Portugn ese, Cypriot, 
Maltese, Chilean and Viet- 
namese - most of whom 

remain. 


larly categorised as a black 


Hull arid Preston. The Uov- 
emmenf s response was three- 
fold. The Prime Minister, Mrs 
Thatcher, promised better anti- 
riot gear for the police. The 
Environment Secretary, 
Michael Heseltine, went toTox- 
teth and established an inner- 
city task force, later promising 
it would have £90m to spend 
nationwide. And the Home 
Secretary, William Whitelaw, 
set tip an inquiry into the riots 
chaired by the distinguished 
judge Lord. Scarman. 

Six months later the Scarman 
report concluded that ethnic 
nunorities had suffered dis- 
proportionately from the .bur- 
dens That inflict all, inner city 
residents. “Unemployment and 
prior housing bear on them 
vety heavily ”he said. The edu- 
cation system was hot well 
adtqrted to their needs. They 
perceived concealed disaimi- 
natioh in many areas. They (fid 
not feel politically secure. And 
some resorted to crime, partic- 
ularly street crime. 


1981: 8^50 households 
lacked one or more basic 
amenity 

Now: 3,529 households lack ! j 
one or more basic amenity 


1981: 22% owner occupied; 
33% rented privately; 45% 
rented from a local authority 
Now: 36.2% owner occupied; 
26.9% rented privately; 

36.9% rented from a local 
authority 


Social services 'expenditure ■ 


1981: £117 per capita 
Now: £363 per capita 


Source: Lambeth Borough Council the 
Seaman report (l98l| 


“The recipe for a dash with 
the police is therefore ready- 
mixed; and it takes little, or 
nothing, to persuade them that 
ttepalk^ representing an estab- 
lishment wtndi they see as insen- 
sitive to their plight, are their 
enemies,” he reported. And he 
concluded: “Urgent action is 
needed if [racial disadvantage] is 
not to become an endemic. 


The first 
Brixton riots 
were a sign of 
the times rather 
than the place. 
Others followed 
soon after 


ineradicable disease threatening 
the veiy survival of our society.” 

As a result of his report the 
“bus” low was suspended; lay 
visitors were introduced in 
police stations; the Police Com- 
plaints Authority was created; 
consultative polite committees 
were set up; more officers were 
put on the beat and attempts 
were made to attract more eth- 
nic minority recruits. 

All this led to more sensitive 
styles of policing and a new era 
was ushered in. With the Law- 
son, boom in the mid-Eighties 
parts of Brixton became gen- 
trrfied. A number of small 
blade-owned businesses blos- 
somed. Wine bare and restau- 
rants burgeoned. The black 
community even had its own 
upwardly mobile role-models 
who were termed “buppies”. 

The tensions did not disap- 
pear entirely. In 1985, only two 
weeks after a riot in Hands- 


worth. in Birmingham, trouble 
broke out in Brixton, too. The 
proximate cause was the acci- 
dental shooting of a black 
woman. Cherry Groce, by 
police who kicked down the 
door of her home looking for 
her son in connection with an 
armed robbery. Mrs Groce 
entered the darkened hallway 
and was shot once, damaging 
her spine. Around 50 protest- 
ers marched to Brixton police 
station, but before long the 
peaceful protest turned into 
all-out assaulL It ended with a 
miming street-battle with the 
police, 55 cars set on fire and 
two shops gutted. 

Even so, by April 1991, 10 
years after the first riots. Lord 
Scarman was able to return to 
Brixton to see that things had 
improved. A lot had been done 
in education and job opportu- 
nities. “Black people were no 
longer thinking in terms of 


street disorder and haring a go 
at the police,” Lord Scarman 
said. Relationships between 
blacks and the police improved. 
Brixton was still a high-crime 
area but now no different from 
any other inner-city area, said 
a focal police chief. And most 
people accepted that things 
really had changed. 

Sir Paul Condons recent 
attempt to do some preliminary 
community work before Oper- 
ation Eagle Eve revealed as 
much. He may have bungled it 
by including in his letter to 
black community leaders the 
assertion that most muggers in 
London arc black. But his 


however, tensions have grown 
in recent times. The emerging 
black middle class, which might 
have grown as a buffer against 
unrest is feeling unsettled, 
claiming that banks have not 
been supportive of their 
attempts as the recession has 
bitten. That recession has also 
led to cuts in many of the pro- 
grammes designed to keep 


attempt to bring the community 
on-side before the exercise 


began is in stark contrast to the 
complete lack of consultation 
before the massive Operation 
Swamp exercise in 1981. 

For all the handsome facelift 
on the Brixton high streets. 


This week’s 
violence points 
to the heart of 
the problem. 

And it is not one 
of race, but of 
economics 


youih off the streets — manv o' 
which, with their multicultura 
and unii-raefci rhetoric, laic 
themselves open to Tory jibe* 
about loony-left council's. 

Not that the leftist Lambeth 
Council has covered itself ir 
glory in handling ihe deep- 
seated problems ol Brixton. A 
major collapse of sen ices - it 
education, housing and street 
services - has recurred amk 
accusations of incompetence 
and corruption. Housing isstil 
poor on the estates where the 
black population largely lives 
Schools' performance is sen 
poor compared with Iht 
national average: the Diet 
Shepherd school, on Brixton'* 
Tulsc Hill estate, was closet 
recently after it achieved r»nh 
a quarter of the national aver- 
age in GCSE passes. 

The Government seems n 
have no strategy t< > handle this 
Regeneration programmes - 
which are short-terni. highly 
focused and quick spending - 
cannot combat pressures or 
this scale. The area does nut 
have the people or infrastruc- 
ture to put regeneration cash tc 
good use - the South Thame.* 
Training and Enterprise Coun- 
cil collapsed in bankruptcy. The 
whole area will continue u. 
sink, many observers believe 
until the situation gets nut o) 
control. 

If it has not done so already 
This week's violence was not 35 
intense as that 0 / J9.8J but it 
may be ]ust as serious. For it 
poinLs to the heart of the prob- 
lem of Eritain's inner chief 
today. And it is not une of race 
but of econ* imics. 

Brixton today has far mure 
mixed marriages than it had at 
the lime of the I9S1 riots. Res- 
idents speak of a general lack 
of racial hostility on the streets. 
Bui some 2S per cent of Brix- 
ton's blacks are unemployed 
and - like their white counter- 
parts in Leeds or Luton, ot 
their Asian contemporaries in 
Bradford - seem increasingly tc 
feel that there is no route out 
of unemployment. Such per- 
ceptions create new realities. 

The rhetoric of race may be 
there - as may the ouLside agi- 
tators. the criminal gang*, ano 
the black separatist extremists, 
all of whom hu\e been men- 
tioned in the media in the quest 
for scapegoats. Such factors arc- 
easy to isolate and to hum. But 
the real problem is the young 
people on the streets who arc 
not engaged in society - 
through tfie schools, through 
the economy, or through the 
family - and whose disastrous 
pattern 01 alienation may only 
be pari of a chain of \ioleni 
reactions to which society is yet 
to find an answer. 


You must remember this. A kiss is just a Joss. And a headscarf is just a 
headscarf! Unless, of course, the embrace (registering about 5.8 on the 


ion 

scale) is the first recorded between Hex Majesty the Queen and her husband, 
and the headscarf is tied, contrary to the dictates of both fashion and etiquette, 
neatly over the crown. Well what is a monarch to do when the wind is up, and 
an unsecured crown could go hurtling across thexoad? 

These jwetures, world exdusives as we inodestiy say in the trade, are of a 



agenda will be broad.” The Sun King 
will have to build his empire warily. 


domestic ted Queen cn the royal yacht Britannia, wtuch is the subject of a 
BBC1 documentary at Christmas. Th< 




ie kiss, like all kisses, is unique; but I 
co nfidently predict that the bescarfed crown jewels upon the royal head will 
spawn a thousand imitators. I can see Rory Bremner searching through his 
wardrobe even now. 







Exclusive! A majestic smacker — and that handy jewel-saving: scarf 



One person considerably less keen 

to hang on to her ceremonial ■. 

jewellery is Danielle Mitterrand, the _ -> 
wife of the former Bench president 
Her collection went under the 
hammer this week at Etude Tajan's - . 
annual pre-Christmas sale at the glitzy 

Georges V hotel in Paris. Auctioned 

by Jacques Tajan himself with a Gallic 
flourish of a highly elegant hammer, 
the baubles -in 42 lots- raised 1.5m 
francs for the human rights chanty, 
France Liberies, she founded in 1986. 
This was a good deal less than the 
estimated prices had suggested, ^ 

however, which might just have had 
something to do with the questionable 
taste of many of the items, 

There was, for instance, a gold 


■watch, pen and pencil set, with 
shocking pink crocodile strap, which 
just crawled up to 9,500 francs - less 
than the lowest estimate; there were 
lumps of amber in settings that 
. resembled armour plating, and the 
starring item, a Gerard 
diamond-studded collar, bracelet and 
ear-ring set expected to fetch up to 
500,000 frames, stuck stubbornly below 
400,000. . 

To rescue Mme Mitterrand’s 
reputation, it should be said that the 
jewels were not strictly hers, but ones, 
she was given during her 14 years as 
France's first lady. Tits poses, though, 
the further question of .her right 
sell them. Noblesse, we shall 
respectfully assume, oblige. 


Sir Edward Heath knows how to turn 
a Beethoven tune to his advantage. Sir 
Edward is giyfiq; the opening address 
at the Beethoven Mara them, a 48-hour 
non-stop session of musk: in Bonn 
tonight After discoursing on the 
composer’s greatness, deafioess, 
genius and various other attributes, 
our increasingly Tory-sceptic former 
Prime Minister will tell his audience 
with symphonic leaps of logic that 
Beethoven's music evoked liberty and 
fraternity, that these insights must 
inform our policy-making, concluding: 
“Let me reassure you about one thing 
- yon must not be concerned on 
account of the mixed signals coining 
from tiie United Kingdom about our 
place in Europe. We trade massively 
and overwhelmingly with Europe, we 
are physically finked to Europe, and 
we might even start to learn some 
European languages one day.” Those 
who have heard SRr Edward speak 
French or German will know that day 
cannot come too soon. 


Lord Menuhin, the violin virtuoso, 
sbould be aware of the new brutalism 
at the Royal Philharmonic, the 
orchestra of which be is president On 
Wednesday night the RPO chairman. 
John Bimson, sacked man a gi n g 
director Paul Findlay and his 
well-respected publicity director, 

Ewen Balfour. These things happen, 
though quite why they should happen 
to a pair who over the past year had 
got the orchestra a record label deal. 3 
contract with Classic FM, a residency 
at the Royal Albert Hall and another 
in Nottingham is a mystery. But on 
this occasion things happened with a 
vengeance. The pair were given an 
hour to leave the building, and when 
Balfour went back that evening to 
collect some clothes he found the 
locks had been changed. In the arts, as 
we in the press are regularly lectured, 
people at least know how to treat their 
colleagues with dignity- 1 leave it to 
Messrs Findlay and Balfour to draw 
Lheir own conclusions. 


i to 


It is time the activities of one Michael 
Heseltine MP were monitored more 
dosely. That is the decree of the 
Labour Party, at least, which has asked 
Giles Radice to be on a new public 
services select committee, whose 
members will be announced next week. 
It is expected that Mr Ra dice will chair 
the body, unofficially dubbed the 

Hezza Committee. “The idea,” says a 
source, “will be to look very closely at 
Civil Service accountability. Budget 
and Ihe aftermath of the Scott 
Inquiry udQbe priorities, but the 


The prisoner who tried to bite 
through his handcuffs and ended up 
admitting criminal damag e to police 
property at Tfewkesbury magistrates' 
court this week may not have chosen 
quite so desperate a remedy as at first 
appears. According to the British 
Dental Association, such a method of 
escape can be successful with teeth 
nurtured by a lifetime of the correct 
vitamins. “You can mark metal with 
your teeth,” a spokesman says, “and if 
you bit hard enough you could certainly 
deni the handcuff or even break its 
hinge.” So if you're set on a life of 
crime, keep taking the fluoride tablets. 
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Bulls in Brixton’s 
china shop 


B rixton does not need people like 
Rudy Narayan. It is a sensitive place 
where much lime, effort and money has 
gone into healing the wounds of past dis- 
lurbances and injustice. There arc still a 
few people, as Wednesday night's riot 
demonstrated, who are easily encouraged 
to lay waste a neighbourhood that already 
has enough problems. 

In this situation, Mr Narayan and his 
ilk are a menace. Obsessed with an ide- 
ological-driven. two-dimensional view of 
the world that ranges black against white, 
authority against citizen, they seem 
unconcerned about the consequences of 
arousing hatred. 

“The Brixton police are killers," Mr 
Narayan announced to the crowd on 
Wednesday. Here was a qualified lawyer, 
a champion of civil rights, acting as 
judge and jury on a case about which the 
fact's have yet to be established fully. He 
also took it upon himself to deliver the 
sentence. The police, he said, “will not 
understand what they have done until one 
of them has been kilted". 

This type of language is all the excuse 
that a tiny minority needed to justify loot- 
ing and rampaging through Brixton. The 
attack on PC John Tisshaw, knocked off 
his motorcycle by a gang, might easily 
have led to his death. 

This violence has served to obscure the 
genuine and justified unease about the 
case of Whync Douglas, a black man who 
died last week in police custody in Brit- 
ton. His death requires an independent 
investigation. Local people are rightly 
suspicious of a police station in which 
many of them have little confidence. And 
their frustration is understandable: the 
death of Mr Douglas did not occupy 
many column inches until the riot pro- 


pelled it into the national consciousness. 

So where does this leave us? Are we 
back to the days of April 1981, when there 
were several nights of rioting involving 
hundreds of people and Lord Scarman 
was despatched to investigate? 

“No" is the short answer. Brixton has 
changed considerably. The Scarman 
report, written after the riots of the 
Eighties, criticised poor relations between 
the police and Brixton’s black commu- 
nity. The police tried to mend fences. 
The Police Complaints Authority was set 
up along with police consultative com- 
mittees for inner-city areas. 

That said, relations are far from per- 
fect. Many law-abiding black people felt 
branded as criminals when, earlier this 
year. Sir Paul Condon, the Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, claimed that most 
muggings in London were committed by 
young black men. In Brixton, black peo- 
ple are five times as likely to be stopped 
and searched by police than whites. 

But these continuing tensions neither 
explain nor condone what happened on 
Wednesday night For a due to what hap- 
pened in Brixton, we should look beyond 
the race relations of south London to the 
streets of Bradford, Luton and Leeds. All 
these towns have in the past six months 
been the scene of serious disturbance. 
The one element common to all is a sur- 
feit of largely unemployed, bored young 
men. Aggressive and alienated, they 
range from Bradford's Asians to worfcmg- 
class whites in Leeds. 

This hard core of discontented, aim- 
less, unskilled men is a worrying side to 
Nineties Britain, where employers 
increasingly need highly skilled workers. 
As Brixton reminded us this week, we 
ignore them at our peril. 


’Tis the season 
to be sensible 


T he season of good will and back-to- 
back summits is upon us. In the case 
of the European Union summit in Madrid, 
starting today, the overlap between sum- 
mits and goodwill may be smalL 
Mr Major goes to Spain determined to 
impersonate Margaret Thatcher. A Euro- 
pean single currency in 1999 is not only bad 
for me. he will tell the gathering, it is bad 
for all of you. And, what is more, the Con- 
servative Party cannot accept the changes 
prescribed by the rest of you -more major- 
ily voting in Brussels, stronger foreign and 
security policy - to help the EU to embrace 
the former Soviet satellites to the east. 

Mr Major may be right about European 
Monetary Union fori he wrong reasons. 
About the rest of the Madrid agenda, he 
is not so righi. 

EMU first. What a tangle of half- 
truths. mis-statements and crushing 
ironies the debate about the single cur- 
rency’ has become. On the one hand, we 
have the startling sight of Tory right- 
wingers cheering on the French trades 
unions in their battle against public- 
spending cuts and welfare reforms. Why? 
Because they see that the Juppe govern- 
ment is pursuing its Thatcherite agenda 
for European reasons: the need to 
squeeze die French economy into the debt 
and inflation rules for membership of the 
EMU club within two years. 

On the other hand, we have pro-Euro- 
pean progressives, social marketeers - 
from Labour Euro MPs to the 1968 rabble 
n Miser Darnel Cohn Bendit - supporting 
the drive 10 a single currency over the heads 
of the French (and now Belgian! demon- 


strators. This is very odd. The harsh EMU 
timetable will force many EU countries to 
bobble the welfare policies that have been 
the basis of their post-war social consensus. 
There may be arguments - and not just 
Thatcherite arguments - for boiling down 
the bloated public budgets of France, Bel- 
gium, Austria, Italy and so on. But in just 
two years? In the name of a single Euro- 
pean currency, which already has little pub- 
lic support? And at a time when there are 
already German alarm bells tolling of 
European recession on the way? 

The other argument expected in Madrid 

- over the agenda for next year's rolling 
conference on wider EU reforms - pre- 
sents quite a different case. The ideas 
delivered to the summit by senior officials 

- and the separate but similar proposals 
from France and Germany - are hardly 
revolutionary. More majority voting by EU 
governments in Brussels? This is just an 
extension of what is already happening: it 
needs to be pushed through to prevent an 
18- or 20-member Union from seizing up. 
A stouter European foreign and security 
policy? This is more Euro -sensible than 
Euro-fedecal. Look at five criminally 
wasteful years in the Balkans. Honest 
argument about the scope and detail is 
posable, but not blanket insistence that 
nothing can be done to move EU foreign 
policy out of the talking shop. 

The Prime Minister must not allow his 
hands to be hopelessly tied tty his right 
wing. On EMU, he talks something close 
to sense. On the rest, he must avoid 
plunging Britain, once again, into pointless 
isolation. 
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ACROSS 

l. Forward- 
looking, 
positive 
London 
suburb 

5. Popular 
take-away 
service 

6. Men’s club 


DOWN 

2. Peaceful 
protests 

3. Atmosphere 
of mutual 
understanding * 

4. Feature of 
London 
streets 




■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Feeling confused by the figures? Blame it on the drink 


from Professor B. N. C. 

Prichard, FRCP 

Sin Now that the initial impact of 
the Secretary of State for 
Health’s statement on the “sen- 
sible drinking" limits has passed, 
some points need to be made 
dear. Stephen Dorreli has not 
raised the limits, but his remarks 
have been so interpreted. A dis- 
tinguished patient of mine, a Fel- 
low of the Royal Sodety, in- 
formed me today that 28 units a 
week was now “safe” Why the 
confusion? 

The statement by the Secretary 
of State says that three to four 
drinks per day for men, two to 
three for women, is not a signif- 
icant health risk, and a total of 28 
drinks per week for men and 21 
for women has therefore been 
understood as the new polity. 
However, the Secretary of State’s 
statement then says that four or 
more drinks a day for men and 
three or more for women - ie any 
more than the previous advice of 
21 and 14 units respectively - is 
not advisable because of the 
increased risk to health. 

This latter statement is cer- 
tainly true as, notwithstanding 
any possible value in relation to 
coronary heart disease, increas- 
ing levels of consumption repre- 
sent a climb towards hazardous 
levels. There is much evidence to 


suggest that alcohol problems in 
sodety rise in proportion to the 
overall level of consumption. 
These problems are by no means 
restricted to the strictly medical 
sphere. 

A recent report from the Royal 
College of Physicians and ute 
British Paediatric Assotiatioa 
commented that many children 
are already adversely affected by 
their parents’ drinking. Another 
recent report from an All Party 
Group of MPs ouoted figures 
that alcohol is implicated in up to 
half of all crimes and even higher 
proportions of violent offences. 

On the BBC's Worid at One, 
Mr Dorreli said that he was mov- 
ing away from a weekly limit as 
this seemed to.allow binge drink- _ 
mg, which was dangerous. This is 
an important point for him to 
have made, but I would have 
liked him to have made it clear 
that be was advising a maximum 
of four drinks a day for men, 
three for women, within the 
weekly limits of 21 and 14 drinks 
for men and women respectively. 

My FRS patient is clearly not 
alone in believing that the high 
levelsof conssmption, interns of 
the population average, of 28/21 
drinks per week are now encour- 
aged by the Department of 
Health. This is the view that was 
conveyed by the media to the 


general public. There is dearly a 
need for clarification. 

Yours faithfully, 

B. N. C. Prichard 
Chairman 

Institute of Alcohol Studies 
London, SW1 
13 December 

From Dr Eamonn Clarke 
Sin The Government has 
announced an increase in the re- 
commended amounts of alcohol 
that adults can safety consume 
("Doctors’ fury over ’safe’ drink 
limits", 13 December). The 
Health Secretary’s assertion that 
this change is in line with recent 
scientific evidence seems some- 
what illogical. Stephen Dorreli 
himself in interviews has said 
that the scientific studies have 
shown a slight reduction .in -the. 
risk of heart disease to people 
consuming one glass of red wme 
a day. But this sort of cardiopro- 
tective drinking can safety be 
accomplished within the original 
guidelines. 

The man and woman in the 
streets will deny that govern- 
ment guidelines make arty dif- 
ference to their drinking, but I 
suspect that this is like advertis- 
ing, in that we all consciously 
deny taking any notice of these 
campaigns yet they have a 
demonstrable effect. The likely 


outcome is that people will sub- 
consciously feel that it is safe to 
drink more alcohol and will do so. 
Yours faithfully, 

Eamonn Clarke 
Secretary, North-West Anglia 
GP Committee 
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire 

from Mr Paul Ashton 
Sin It is ironic that opposition to 
the new “safe" drinking limits 
should come from doctors (“Doc- 
tors’ fury over “safe’ drink limits", 

13 December). It was, after all, 
the research by Sir Richard Doll 
on the drinking habits and health 
of doctors wfuch purported to 
show (statistically! that there 
were health benefits to be had 
from regular . and ..“moderate" 
drinJongofalcobab 

The real ipHtyjKJwev'er, is that 
ft was the same Richard Doll who 
first produced statistical evidence 
in tins country showing the rela- 
tionship between smoking and 
cancer. Buried in that report was 
the fact that light smokers had 
lower morbidity and lower dis- 
ability rates than did non-smokers. 

the health minister recommend 
regular and moderate smoking? 
Yours faithfully, 

Paul Ashton 
Eastbourne, East Sussex 

14 December 


What’s on Channel 4 these days? 


From Mr WaldemarJanuszcak 
Sin 1 was interested to read 
Melvyn Bragg's extraordinary 
claim that Channel 4 has cut its 
arts output (“Bragg claims Chan- 
nel 4 has lost the plot”, 13 
December). 

This is news to me. 

In feet, the ails budget for 1996 
has been Increased by a massive 
£3m. It could have been more 
but, as you know, money that 
might have been spent on arts 
programmes is being diverted 
into the pockets of ITV share- 
holders tty the iniquitous Fund- 
ing Formula. 


One of the reasons the arts 
budget has gone up as much as it 
has is because we are making a 
major series about music in the 
20th century, presented by Simon 
Rattle, and produced by a certain 
Melvyn Bragg. 

Melvyn is right to worry about 
cuts in arts output But I think he 
has been watching his own chan- 
nel, not ours. 

Yours sincerely, 

Waldemar Januszczak ' 
Commissioning Editor 
Arts and Music 
London. SW1 
13 December 


So ... is Angus Deayton an alien? 


T oday I announce the publication 
of a book which 1 predict will turn 
out to be the best-seller of the 1995 
Christmas season. It is called Great 
Mysteries of J995 and what it sets out 
to do, apart from make me a fortune 
and emulate such great money-spin- 
ners of the past such as The Bermuda 
Triangle , is simply to survey the great 
mysteries of 1995. 

Here is a run-down of a few of the 
most baffling dealt with in the book. 

Whatever happened to crop circles? 

AH during the Eighties and Nineties 
there was an outbreak of attractive 
geometric patterns in British crop 
fields which caused something of a 
furore. Books, articles, television pro- 
grammes flooded out on the subject 
Now, nobody cares loss about crop cir- 
cles. What is the reason for this baf- 
fling Jack of interest ? Are the circles 
still appearing? Have they all gone 
somewhere else? Were they all 
hoaxes? Did we dream it all? 

Where did BaW cooking come from? 

No Indian in Britain bad ever 
heard of Balti cooking before it 
appeared. Nobody in India had ever 
heard of Balti cooking. Nobody in 
Britain knows where in India ft comes 
from. Nobody, if pushed to it can sat- 
isfactorily define Balti cooking. There 
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may not even be such a thing, yet it 
was one of the great success stories 
of 1995. So where did it come from? 
From outer space, as some think? 
From Delia Smith under an assumed 
name, as others suspect? Great Mys- 
teries of 1995 inspects all the theories 
rigorously. 

Is someone trying to ban Michael 
Howard from Britain? 

The new Bill on immigration and 
asylum would have excluded Michael 
Howard’s Romanian parents from 
coming to Britain, so why is he pro- 
moting a Bfll to exclude people like 
his parents? Or is it more complex 
than that? Is it the Home Office 
itself that is anxious to promote the 
Bin $o that, once it is law, it can be 
made retrospective to enable than 
eject Howard from this country , thus 
ridding the Home Office of the most 


noxious Home Secretary in history? 

Is Angus Destyton realty as dishy as 
be looks? 

No, that’s not the question. Angus 
Deayton does look a bit of a dish, but 
so would you if you sat between Ian 
ffislop and Paul Merton every week. 

The real question is: how do you pro- 
nounce his name and why is it spelt 
like that? Is he Dayton, as in Ohio, 
or is he Dee ton, as in Mrs Bee ton? 
And why is it spelt “Deay”, when 
there is no other word in the English 
language with that combination of 
vowels? Does Angus Deayton in fad 
come from another planet where 
that spelling is common and where 
those looks are commonplace, and 
where it is actually thought funny to 
say things like: “And after that round 
Ian's team has an under-exposed 5, 
while Paul’s team has surged into the 
lead with a well-developed 6"? 

Does the Nobel Peace Prize exist or 
doesn’t ft? 

This year's Nobel Peace Price went 
to a British citizen, Joseph Rotblatt. 
for his lifelong work campaigning 
against nuclear arms. Nobody can 
remember the last time this hugely 
prestigious award came to Britain. 
Yet nobody in the Government has 
even acknowledged the prize. Jet 


alone made a fuss of it. Why not? 
Wlty is the Government ashamed of 
seeing the Nobel Peace Prize come to 
Britain? Are they even now selling 
nuclear arms to Saddam Hussein? £ 
Joseph Rotblatt actually from another 
planet altogether? Or, as seems more 
likely, is it the Tory government that 
has alien origins? Great Mysteries of 
1995 looks at all the angles. 

Hhs this the richest year on record 
for British water companies? 

Nobody can remember a year in 
which profits, bonuses and fees 
rained so heavily on water compa- 
nies in Britain. It was certainty the 
richest year since records began. 
Whs this just a freak? In the words 
of the head of Yorkshire Water, ft it 
a case that “Every 200 years or so 
there is a year so unpredictabty prof- 
itable that there is no earthly way of 
seeing it coming"? Or was there 
some murkier and not so palatable 
reason? Were there dark, unearthly 
forces at work? 

Why od earth did anyone ever want 
the Beaties to gut together again, now 
that we know what happens when 
they do? 

The answer, according to Great 
Mysteries of 1995, is “Godtnows, but 
we won’t make that mistake again". 


From Mr Steve Morrison 
Sin I suppose it’s tautology for a 
Scotsman to be described as 
“cannity myopic" but Thomas 
Sutcliffe's review of my argu- 
ment about Channel 4 missed the 
point about why their schedule 
has become less public service 
and more commercial (“General 
Grade’s trench war", 14 
December). 

Channel 4 now concentrates 
most of its public service pro- 
grammes into three hours 
between 7pm and 10pm where it 
knows it can’t beat ITV and fills 
the rest of the day and night with 
conventional material, much of it 
foreign, to maximise ratings. 

Even peak time ft changing . 
For example, Friday nights are 
now foD of soap opera and main- 
stream comedy, whether com- 
missioned, bought from America 
or repeated from ITV A case of 
Rising Damp! 

Yours sincerely, 

Steve Morrison 
Managmg Director 
LWT 

London, SE1 
14 December 


Divine tonic 

From The Rev John GilHbrand 
Sin I much enjoyed the letter 
from Dr Richard Dawkins (13 
December) questioning the 
alleged turn to religion of Oxford 
and Cambridge students. It is so 
refreshing- these days -to read 
someone who obviously takes 
religious Issues, and indeed the 
issue of religion, so seriousty. 
Whether Dr Dawkins likes ft or 
not, be ft a theologian. 

Yours faithfully, 

John Gillujrand 
Blaenau Ffestiniog 


Letters should be addressed to 
Letters to the Editor indindudea 
daytime telephone a ntobec. (Fax; 
0171-293 2056: e-BUufc letters® 
“dependentco.uk) Letters maybe 
edited for length and darity Back 
issues of the Indepautai are 
available from Historic 
Newspapers, 0800 906(09. 


Santa Claus - 
the Real Thing 

From Mr Richard Holliday 
Sin Jonathan Ledtie (Letters. 13 
December) does well to remind 
us that the image we have of 
Santa Claus as a rotund, jovial 
character attired in red and white 
is no more than acreation of the 
Coca-Cola publicity machine^. 

It was the. dipsomaniac 
Swedish .artist, Haddou Sudd-, 
blom, who devised Santa as we 
know him, as part of a 1931 
advertising campaign. From then 
on, Santa would always wear 
Coke’s corporate colours, even 
when, promoting other compa- 
nies’ products. 

The first model was a retired 
Coca-Cola salesman, and only on 
his death some years later did 
Sundbiom use himself as the 
model for Santa in Coke's pre- 
Christmas advertising. 

Prior to Sundbiom, Santa had 
more often been depicted wear- 
ing blue, yellow or green, rather 


m Europe, he was most often 
slim and hollow cheeked, with a 
fairly dour expression. A tong 
way from the byped-up Coca- 
Cola version we all know and 
love! 

"tours sincerely, 

Richard HalIiday 
Beacoosfield, Buckinghamshire 

From Mrs Gretchen Mason 
Sir Concerning Jonathan Leck- 
ie’s assertions about Santa Claus, 
his origin and personality (Let- 
ters, 13 December), my Webster’s 
dictionary confirms what I have 
always heard: that Santa Claus ft 
“US, [a] colonial corruption of 
Dutch Sant NOcolass". Coca- 
Cola, being an American com- 
pany. simply followed an Amer- 
ican usage of long standing. As 
for Santa's personality, Cement 
Moore's well-known 19th-cen- 
tury poem “The Night Before 
Christmas” refers to him as a 
“jolly old elT. 

Yours faithfully, 

Gretchen Mason 

Norwich 

13 December 


The way to a 
riot-free city 


From Sir Sigmund Sternberg 
Sir. Nicholas Timmins has writ- 
ten a perceptive analysis (“Lon- 
don: the new melting pot of 
Europe", 13 December) of the 
report on the growing ethnic 
minorities in the capital pro- 
duced by the London Research 
Centre and based on the 1991 
census. 

He suggests that London has 
adapted “remarkably well" and 
goes on to say that “only briefly 
has there been anything in Lon- 
don that could fairly be called 
race riots”. By grim coincidence, ft 
tbs Independent this morning has 
as its main front-page headline 
“Riot . flares on streets of Bra- 
ton", accompanied by a colour 
picture with the caption “Night of 
destruction”. .. ■. 

The truth ft that there is more 
xenophobia, racism and intoler- 
ance than we care to admit and 
that we are still a tong way away 
from the unity in diversity which 
it ft so important to create. 

Herman Ouseley. chairman of 
the Commission for Racial 
Equality, is right to emphasise the 
social, cultural and economic 
aspects. There is also a religious 
dimension; ft has been said that 
there must be understanding 
between the faiths before there 
can be understanding between 
the nations. 

The International Council of 
Christians and Jews, which oper- 
ates in 26 countries, .including 
Britain, conducts important edu- 
cational work as part of the 
interfaith dialogue. It ft a task 
that will need to be intensified 
if London ft indeed to become 
a new type of city in Europe with 
the various groupings fully inte- 
grated and living together in 
peace and harmony. 

Yours faithfully, 

Sigmund Sternberg 
Chairman 

International Council of 
Christians and Jews 
London, NW5 
14 December 


Spare us the 
party police 

From Mr Paul Stones 
Sin The Government’s planned 
legislation against noise nuisance 
realty ft over the top (“Noisy 
neighbours face spot fines". 13 
December). Not to be outdone, 
new Labour ft promising legisla- 
tion that could lead to seven-year 
jail sentences for offenders. The 
Government proposes that after 
11pm, noise above 35 decibels 
will be an offence. If this legisla- 
tion is passed, this will be the last 
time we can see the New Year in 
with a baqg without fear of puri- 
tanical party police. 

Most people have the occa- 
sional late loud party on birth- 
days or New Year’s Eve, The 
thrust of the proposed legislation 
is wrong: sanctions against per- 
sistent offenders are one thing, 
fines and confiscation of music 
systems are excessive against the 
occasional party-holder. All that 
is required ft a bit more tolerance 
and common sense. 

Politicians need to get some 
perspective and stop trying to 
control our lives down to the level 
of what time adults should be 
tucked up quietly in their beds. 
Yours faithfully, 

Paul Staines 
Campaign Director 
Freedom to Party Campaign 
London, SE16 
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money at inner-city areas does not work, says David Robins. Rioting youths need smaller scale solutions 

Why did Brixton burn again? 


I t goes as if pre-scripted. In an 
mner-cjty neighbourhood, a youth 
suspected of a crime dies^ or is mis- 
treated, while in police custody. 

Masked youths take over the streets, 

burning and looting. It might be Los 
Angeles or Paris - this week it was 
Bnxton. And equally predictably 
the headlines ask the question: 
where did it all go wrong? 
Received wisdom in riraimp with 

urban unrest has been that riots can 

be stopped by throwing money at 
grand regeneration schemes, 
bunched at glitzy press conferences. 
Since the unrest in the 1980s the 
Bnxtou area has received grants of 
£100m. Some people have set up 
businesses, some have done welL 
Middle-class people have moved 
into the area, attracted by the tau- 


AlJ the signs of gentrification are 
seen in the streets of Brixton - yet 
10 years after the last missile was 
thrown in anger, riots erupt again. 

On Wednesday the Dog pub, 
which was one of the targets of the 
rioters in the 1980s and was refur- 
bished as part of the regeneration 
process, was set on fire again. 
Expensive capital programmes in 
troubled mner-chy areas can end up 
as empty shells of little use to any- 
one except as focuses for the 
destructive frustration of young 
urban youth. The uncomfortable 
message for the police and the 
potiticiaus is that -programmes for 
the inner cities, however well 
resourced, cannot afford to ignore 
or play down the difficulties remsad 
by the nihilist ic youths who are 
unemployed, marginalised - and 
invoved in crime. 

Despite all the money spent on 
urban regeneration, three out of 
four of ethnic minority men aged 18 


Loudon are unemployed 
One third of young urban males 
have criminal records. There is a 
strong association between crime 
and being male, young and from the 
inner city - and this group is also the 
most likely to become victims of 
crime. In soome neighbourhoods the 
most likely perpetrators and the 
most likely victims wfli be young 
black males aged between 15 and 21. 

In my own study of a high-crime 
neighbourhood a picture emerged of 
a group of alienated young men 
under pressure to survive by making 
a name for themselves and w inning 
respect on the streets. In such a 
world a boy has to undergo a process 
of premature tough ening - His first 
priority is not how to get on at school 
or learn to live in the family but to 
learn bow to negotiate the unstable 
society of his peers. Among the 
young men I met were a small 
minority referred to by their peers 
as “evil people", for whom even with 
the benefit of hindsight prison 
seemed to be the only solution. Psy- 
chologists have often interpreted 
such traits of aggressive delinquent 
behaviour as part of a strategy to 
conceal a lade of self-esteem. This 
may be so but there are many who 
feel that misplaced leniency by the 
courts to these offenders and too 
much emphasis on understanding 
can be a serious impediment to 
community development 

Indeed, since the majority of 
young men in “City Challenge” 
areas remain unemployed and the 
power of hardened criminal ele- 
ments appears to be growing, local 
people can become sceptical. Some 
even .suspect the motive behind 
regeneration schemes: Are black 
people being set up to fail? they ask. 

{Mowing the riots of the s umm er 



Riots erupt again despite grand regeneration schemes 


of 1981 there was a massive expan- 
sion in temporary training and 
employment programmes for young 
people. A host of wealth creation 
schemes were launched and appeals 
made to the hidden business poten- 
tial of str ug glin g inner-city people. 
Several symbols of these “Inner-city 
initiatives” woe razed to the ground 
during the uprising that swept - 
Britain in the late summer of 1991. 
And the pattern was not confined to 


Britain. In October 1990 the high- 
rise suburb of Vaux-en-velins in 
Lyons, which has a predominantly 
ethnic minority population and 
whose own regeneration programme 
has been proclaimed a symbol of 
hope in the face of crime, racism, 
and unemployment, was engulfed in 
bloody clashes between police and 
local youth and the glea ming new 
community sports centre was 
attacked. In April 1992, following 


widespread anger over the Rodney 
King affair, a group of youths burnt 
down the Watts LA shopping mall 
and other products of 20 years of 
community development. 

Politically these riots are in real- 
ity failed uprisings. As one partici- 
pant once explained to me. “We are 
soldiers. This is a war”. But the 
uprisings lack political leadership. So 
they become only the most dramatic 
and visible sign of the protracted 
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form of slow-motion riot that is 
urban crime, instead of having one 
big riot these young men are angry 
all the time. 

Inner-city young people, espe- 
cially those who are involved in 
crime. Ihe alienated from the polit- 
ical. economic and legal institu- 
tions. They arc structured into posi- 
tions of wildness and criminality. 

Is there an as-yet undiscovered 
blueprint for urban regeneration, or 


would existing schemes work better 
if more cash was made available over 
a longer period? Some believe that 
the best way to combat drugs and 
crime is not through costly pro- 
grammes but through encouraging 
individual self-help, like the work 
done by the Prince’s Trust. And then 
there arc those, not all cynics, that 
have concluded that nothing works 
and that all of the ineffective 
attempts at constructive solutions 
have proved that youths who are 
heavily involved in crime and loo 
intent on ruining their futures too 
hopelessly misdirected 10 he 
reached. 

The degree of nihilism on the 
streets adds weight to the “nothing 
works” theory, but I have come 
across evidence that less spectacular 
incremental gains can be reached. 
For example, Jcny was constantly in 
trouble with the law, and was 
expelled from school. But he 
retained a kind of incurable over- 
optimism common among some 
inner-city youngsters about the good 
times round the comer. The trouble 
is that the only way to get there 
seemed to be bv’“doing crime, going 
robbing and all this". He was fortu- 
nate to attend a positive job training 
programme run by a local voluntary 
agency and today be runs a success- 
ful electric repair business. Jerry 
explains that his transformation is 
because one day he derided to make 
something of himself instead of 
becoming a crime statistic. Of course 
such young people may not succeed, 
but in the meantime work rather 
lhan crime becomes the main struc- 
ture in their lives. 

The writer is the author of Tarnished 
IT sfon: crime and conflict in the 
inner citv. OUP 1992 


Those who live and work in Brixton see the underlying problems every day. Mike Rahman (left) and Mike Harry give two points of view 

A dream unfulfilled Threat to success 


"D ioting is not -a solution to - 
XVihe long-term-problems of 
black people - or anyone else. 
But it seems to be the only 
opportunity that people have 
got at the moment toexpress 
the way they are being treated 
as second^dask. d&rm of ths'. 
countiy. There isso much pent- , 
up frustration" and; isolation. ; 
People round here are, for 
instance, still very angry about 
the comments inade ty Lon- ■ 
don’s Chief Commissioner, 
Paul Condon, linking blade 
people to mugging. 

As far as the police go, there 
is a Jot of work to be done to 
re-edneale them to understand 
that they are not a power to 
themselves: their actions must, 
be accountable. 

But anger at the police is 
coupled with deprivation and 
lack of opportunities. There 
are deep resentments about 
the lack of jobs and social and 
recreational facilities in Brix- 
ton. No one wants to see a 
repeat of 1981 or 1985 riots. 
And to -prevent- such a recur- 
rence, this Government gave 
£375m as a grant to set up 
Brixton City Challenge in 
1993, to regenerate the area. I 
am a director - one of four 
who represent community 
organisations - on the City 
Challenge. It had a grand 
founding vision: 

"Our programme will place 
people and communities at the 


• Why has the private sector not 
invested? Because of the legacy of 
ah incompetent local authority 


heart of the initiative. The r 
investment of £189mwffl create ' 
around 1,650 new jobs and It is 
estimated that more than 2^00 
local people trill attain recog- 
nised qualifications. Commu- 
nities will flourish in good 
homes, be healthy and safe, and 
participate in the chang es that 
will take place. Young people, 
win grow up m an attractive and 
prosperous environment and 
will build further prosperity in 
Brixton, Lambeth in London 
and further afield.” 

That vision is no longer 
there. Despite the investment, 
local people have not bene- 
fited, because the local com- 
munities and existing small 
businesses - the people who 
live an d work in Brixton - have 
never been at the heart of the 
regeneration process. It didn't 
have to be like this: at a semi- 
nar I went to in Birmingham 
two weeks ago, I was very 
impressed by the involvement 
of the communities there in 
their City Challenge. 

Here, by contrast, a great 
deal of energy has been spent 
arguing over the development 
of the central area of Brixton, 


which includes renovations to 
the tube station and market 
The City Challenge has con- 
centrated on this area, arguing 
that once it is done, it will be a 
trigger to other improvements, 
a launching point for invest- 
ment in the whole Brixton area. 
But it has failed to attract the 
promised private investors - 
London Underground, F&O, 
British Rail, Rail track, and 
others - so that it has decided 
to put £13m of City Challenge 
money into this scheme, rather 
than the original £7m-£8m. 
And that is money that will not 
go to expand small business 
growth or developmental work 
for voluntary organisations. 

Why has the private sector 
not invested? I think it is 
because of the legacy of an 
incompetent and inefficient 
local authority - which is of 
course also the main partner in 
the Q’ty Challenge. 

And the Challenge itself is 
d ogg ed by inefficiency. I know 
of important, useful community 
projects that have applied for 
money and been kept waiting 
for months without hearing any- 
thing. During that period of 


frustration and delay, they've 
either gone elsewhere with their 
funding applications, such as 
the National Lottery, or they've 
collapsed altogether. There is a 
sports dub, for instance, which 
trains youngsters in football, 
cricket and volleyball, that has 
waited more than six months for 
news of its grant. 

These failures undermine 
the good intentions of gov- 
ernment when it set up the 
City Challenge scheme. I and 
some fellow directors are hop- 
ing to meet with central gov- 
ernment offidais in a few days’ 
time to discuss alternative 
ideas for trying to achieve the 
vision set out origin ally in the 
Action Plan of the city chal- 
lenge. We haven’t given up on 
it: we want to get it back on 
course. But that will not be 
done by pouring millions of 
public money into one central 
area of Brixton. It can only be 
done, 1 believe, with another 
central government interven- 
tion, to help create a consor- 
tium of investors that will 
deliver the goods, and make 
our 30-year dream of devel- 
opment of central Brixton a 
reality. If government fails this 
lime, I fear the people of Brix- 
ton will not forgive it. 

The writer is a director of Brix- 
ton City Challenge and Chair of 
the National Union of Refugee 
Organisations. 


O ver the past years, ten- 
sions between the police 
and the black community in 
Brixton have mounted consid- 
erably. The recent deaths in 
police custody of two young 
black men have caused the sit- 
uation to get out of control, 
incensing black families in the 
wider community. This has 
given rise to violent protests, as 
we saw on Wednesday evening. 
While I do not condone acts of 
lawlessness, we have to remem- 
ber just how the community 
feels about injustices meted 
out to young men in particular. 

The most recent police state- 
ment, about young black men 
being involved in mugging inci- 
dents, has only served to worsen 
an unstable relationship bet- 
ween the police and the black 
community in London overall. 

In 1981, Lord Scarmaru in 
the aftermath of the violent 
upheavals in Brixton, Birming- 
ham. Liverpool. Bristol and 
other areas, recommended 
strongly that government invest 
more in inner-city areas to 
encourage minority groups to 
be more involved in the politi- 
cal process of development and 
change. Since Lhen. funds have 
been allocated for economic 
regeneration in inner cities, 
but small black businesses in 
Brixton are still to benefit suf- 
ficiently from such initiatives. It 
has been suggested that the 
only way the black community 


The absence of a proper strategy 
damaged confidence in the whole 
concept of local economic regeneration 



can develop is through the 
creation of employment oppor- 
tunities. which will enable both 
the unemployed and profes- 
sionals to contribute meaning- 
fully towards economic and 
social improvement. 

The absence of a proper 
strategy of investment in black 
businesses and community 
organisations badly damaged 
the confidence of the commu- 
nity in the whole concept of 
local economic regeneration. 
AlLhough my own organisa- 
tion's input is seen as small, it 
is contributing in u significant 
way through its various con- 


The party is losing its traditional hold on the female voter. Would reform of selection procedures halt the slide? 

Discontent in the ranks of Tory women 


: Labour, party succeeds in 
iding itself against the charges 
discrimination and actually 
ie case brought by two male 
members against women-only 
ts, then the Conservative party 
vernigbt adopt a more aggres- 
ual opportunities policy than 
ay-left Labour councils of the 


u m single 

alive MP who is committed 
native action or positive dis- 
30 n. But this week there has, 
hift in emphasis. Sara Biffen, 
lohn Biffen MP. who herself 
bid and failed in the first 
> be selected as a parhameD- 
didate. called on the BBC’s 
f Hour fat women to be given 
fn the selection 


:r opposition to positive 


one of many women for 
lining selected, let alone 
is a trying affair. Emma 

iMR who has been involved 
. _ iL. In mpt 



[ten into tne nouse mwm- 
; fought to make il easier for 
) overcome the hurdles of 
don process, Which elimi- 
m women at round one of 
«md process, which begins 
□cal association's selection 


in the 


of. 

ranks of the 


Conservative party and many appli- 
cants are quite rightly impatient at 
biding their time and waiting for 
gradual change while their Labour 
counterparts are being actively 
encouraged through the process. 
From their point of view, there is also 
anew urgency. Most of the candidates 
for safe Conservative seats have been 
chosen already, only a few remain; 
and given the slow pace of change. 
Conservative women like Sara Biffen 
are tentatively suggesting that "per- 
haps ”, or “maybe , there should be 
a woman on each final shortlist to 
speed the process up. 

What is more surprising is that ear- 
lier this week Conservative Central 
Office, under the stewardship of the 
vice-chairman. Dame Angela Rum- 
bold, was reported to be encouraging 
local associations to look kindly on 
female candidates. Dame Angela 
readily acknowledges that “the Con- 
servative party, does need to get the 
message across that we need more 
women candidates and we are hoping 
to get that message across”. . 

-Why does the Conservative party 
now seem to think that it necessarily 
needs more women in Parliament? 
After all, it is the Conservative party 
that can truly darm to be the women's 
party. It has proved most effective at 
articulating and exemplifying women's 
values - their concents tor reliability 
and security, stable communities and 
Strong, families - and has attracted 
thousands of women into the party as 
grassroots activists. Most important of 



HELEN WILKINSON 


all, the party has monopolised the 
women's vote. In the last election, the 
9 percent gender gap was in the Con- 
servative party’s favour, rising to a 
remarkable 20 per cent lead over 
Labour among women over 65. 

But times are changing, and fast. A 
slender majority and bad opinion-poll 
ratings mean Conservative Central 
Office knows that no vote can be 
assumed, not even the women's vote. 
As significant is the fact that the Con- 
servatives’ claim to be the party of 
women looks increasingly shaky. 

Women's lives have changed dra- 
matically in thepast 20 or 30 years and 
Labour seems to have better under- 
stood these gender shifts in society at 
Iar|e and have actively made moves 
to feminise itself. Quotas are part of 
this process-They also have the added 
advantage thatwhile the Conservatives 
have always done belter with older 
women. Labour has proven more 
successful at gaining support from 
younger women. Women under 25, 
for example, were 13 per cent more 
likely to vote Labour than Conserva- 


tive at the last election. And under 
Tony Blair. Labour has been steadily 
eroding Conservative support among 
other women. Recent poll evidence by 
MORI shows that Labour has suc- 
cessfully captured the support of 
women in the 25-to-34 bracket as well 
as those under 25. 

Energy too is being directed at 
older women, those in their forties, 
fifties and above. Blair's incursions into 
enemy territory - law and order, fam- 
ily values and strong communities - 
are explicit attempts to woo older gen- 
erations of women. Tessa Jowell, 
Opposition spokesperson for women, 
is touring the countiy, meeting middle- 
aged and older women and listening 
to their concerns. 

Meanwhile, the Conservatives fear 
that their female support is ageing. A 
recent study of the membership found 
that the average Conservative is 61 
and more lhan half are over 65. while 
only 5 per cent of its members are 
under 35. labour can daim that its 
membership is becoming younger 
the majority of new members in the 
past year are under 40. 

So far as getting more women into 
Parliament is concerned, there is an 
additional problem. Poll evidence 
consistently shows that many older 
women are deeply traditional in their 
attitudes and hold strong views about 
women’s roles, and because older 
women are disproportionately repre- 
sented in the Conservative party, 
when they sit on the selection com- 
mittees of local Conservative Associ- 


ations they can be openly hostile to 
prospective women politicians. As 
one female candidate told me: “1 was 
asked by a woman why I wanted to go 
into Parliament and why wasn't I at 
home looking after ray husband?” 

It would he naive to suggest that a 
party which has proven most success- 
ful a't monopolising the women's vole 
necessarily needs visible women in 
Parliament to retain them. It is the 
party's philosophy, policies and pro- 
grammes which will ultimately be 
decisive. But the failure to promote 
women within the party is indicative 
of the Conservatives’ failure to keep 
pace with changes in society at large. 
Women arc becoming increasingly 
impatient, and are generating a new- 
set of demands which the system 
must respond to. Iu the short term it 
is highly unlikely that the Conserva- 
tive party will suddenly decide to 
change its selection process. 

Sara Biffen. like many other women 
aspiring to be selected as parliamen- 
tary candidates, acknowledges that 
change is unlikely to come this side of 
a general election, but as she wryly 
commented: "Everyone is susceptible 
to market forces. If there are 100 
Labour female MPs in the House 
after the next general election and 
ooly 15 Conservatives, something will 
happen.” 

That something could happen as a 
result of (he Tories losing the chang- 
ing women's vote in the Nineties just 
as Labour lost its working- class base 
in the Eighties. 


si ruction training programmes, 
business advisory service 
schemes and our growing part- 


nerships with community 
enterprise groups - local and 
national. 

My company’s activities are 
funded by Brixton Challenge 
and Lambeth Council as pan of 
a local labour scheme which 
invoked helping many unem- 
ployed people - both black and 
white - into employment and 
training within the construction 
industry. 

If we are ever to have devel- 
opment in Brixton and Lam- 
beth generally, every effort 
should be made by all parties to 
ensure that there is no repeat of 
Wednesday evening's incident. 
Only in this way will the scale of 
economic and social injustice he 
reduced or removed altogether. 
And only in this way, too, will 
we be guaranteed stable race 
relations. 

Tire writer is project manager, 
/CEL. Lambeth Directions. 
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Across the wire: Squabble with regulator follows MMC's ruling on customers who change phone systems 

BT ordered to pay 
bulk of £220m 
switching costs 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

BT was yesterday told to pay 
the bulk of the £220m of costs 
when customers switch to its 
competitors but wish to keep 
their existing telephone 
numbers. 

The decision by the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission will cost BT £15Qm and 
Lhe cable companies and oth- 
er competitors £60m over the 
next five years. 

But its’ real significance is 
(hat it could herald a sharply 
increased flight of customers 
away from the telecoms giant. 

The decision led to a day of 
bitter squabbling bciween BT 
and Don Cniiekshank, the tele- 
coms regulator, over which 
side had~ won an argument 
about who pays for so-called 
“number portability." 

Each side also claimed that 
the precedents set by the 
MMC’s decision foretold vic- 
tory in important regulatory 


battles to come, including a key 
argument over interconnec- 
tion charges in the telephone 
network, which is expected to 
be sent to the MMC. 

The City appeared margin- 
ally more sympathetic to the 
BT view and marked the shares 
up 5.5p to 348.5p. on the 
grounds that the situation had 
been clarified by the MMC. 

Ian Morfett, director of net- 
work services and pricing at BX 
agreed that the current 50,000 
customers lost each month to 
cable companies would rise 
but he rejected suggestions 
that they would double. 

The first switches will be 
made under the new system 
from next spring and it will be 
in full operation in 1997. 

Cable companies will have to 
pay BT £8 to £12 every time 
they win a customer and BT 
will be entitled to charge the 
same if it woos them back. 

But the biggest cost for BT 
will be in financing the system 
changes that make portability 



At loggerheads: lain ViaHance of BT (left) and Don 
Cruikshank, director general of Oftel 


possible. Industry experts ex- 
pect the competing sides to ab- 
sorb most or all of the cost in 
(heir general overheads, rather 
than add it directly to the bills 
of new customers won from 
other companies. 

Mr Cruickshank has long 
argued that number portabili- 
ty is essential to increasing 
competition in telecommuni- 
cations. Both he and the cable 
industry believe BT has been 
dragging its heels. 

He said be was pleased that 
the MMC bad endorsed his 
view that number portability 
was in the public interest and 
that BT should not be able to 
recover all the costs from oth- 
er operators, as its licence pro- 
vided at present. 

Mr Cruickshank added: 
“The MMC’s detailed recom- 
mendation of the allocation of 
costs between BT and other op- 
erators is very close to my 
original proposal, which would 
have resulted in a 75:25 split of 
BTs total portability costs over 
the next five years." 

He said the MMC had rec- 
ommended a 70-30 split and he 
alleged that BTs best offer to 
date would have resulted in a 
split the other way round, of 
15:85 in its favour. 

He further claimed tha t BTs 
estimates for the total cost of 
portability had fallen consid- 
erably during the course of the 
MMC inquiry from £557m to 
£220m. 

Mr Morfett said he failed to 
recognise any of the numbers 
put forward by Mr Cruick- 
shank to back his daim that the 
MMC had backed the reguia- 


Cable coup: The cable industry reacted with delight to the report from the MMC on who 
picks up the bill for number portability Photograph: Keith Dobney 


tor’s line, including the pro- 
posed 75:25 split of the costs. 

Suggesting that the regula- 
tor had in fact been defeated 
in a campaign to gel BT to pay 
everything, BT said: “Other 
telephone companies will now 
have to pay a share of the cost 
of implementing number 
portability. BT will be up to 


£60m better off.” Dr Alan 
Rudge, BT managing director, 
also said: “Our decision to 
push for an MMC reference 
has been vindicated” and he 
denied that BT had ever op- 
posed number portability. 

The Cable Communications 
Association reacted with de- 
light to the MMC report, say- 


ing: “They knew they would ul- 
timately lose but they have 
tried as long as possible to 
postpone the evil day.” . 

Mercury Communications 
said the report was an impor- 
tant step towards effective 
competition in the UK tele- 
coms market 

Comment, page 21 
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legal test on 



NIGEL COPE 

Asda, which is trying to break 
the resale price maintenance 
a g ree m on on i^-prescription 
‘drugs. isccmaclermg ; a -legal' 
challenge to the ruling next 
week. The supermarket group 
will try to remove certain prod- 
ucts from the agreement which 
will enable it to cut prices with- 
out felling foul of the law. 

The company, which yester- 
day announced a 27 per cent 
surge in interim profits to 
£138m, said it was also keen to 
cut the prices of other products 
which were not subject to price 
firing but which it considered 
too expensive. Compact discs 
are one possibility. 

Asda mounted its original 
challenge to non-prescription 
drug prices in October when it 
cut the prices of some vitamins 
and health food supplements. 
But it was forced to retreat af- 
ter some manufacturers (At- 
tained an injunction. The 
matter is the subject of an Of- 
fice of Rur Hading review. 

Asda's fresh challenge is to 
drug classifica tions. Asda says 
some products are unnecessar- 
ily classed as medicines and so 
subject to price fixing. Vitamins 
and dietary supplements are in- 
cluded and it is thought these 
arc the products that Asda 
would like removed. 

Asda's chief executive Archie 
Norman, who led the challenge . 
to the Net Book Agreement 
earlier this year, said yesterday: 
“We will continue to oppose 
outdated regulations that arti- 
ficially maintain high prices." 

Mr Norman also turned up 
the heat in the battle for Christ- 
mas shoppers yesterday when it 
extended its oner on loyalty card 
vouchers- Tomorrow and all 
this weekend it will accept any 
vouchers including those from 


rival retailers. The company 
started the offer in some stores 
last week but will now extend it 
to all of its 207 stores. The of- 
fer is seen as a direct challenge 
to Ibsco which has just mailed 
out £40m of vouchers to its loy- 
ally card members offering free 
frozen turkeys. Tesco customers 
will , now quality for a free 
turkey at Asda instead. 

■ .Thsco dismissed Asda's offer 
as “an empty gesture” It added 
that Mr Norman was also too 
late as the majority of Tesco card 
holders had already cashed in 
their vouchers. 

Asda is continuing its exper- 
iment with longer Christmas 
opening hours this year. Three 
brandies will open 24 hours a 
day over weekends. Sixty more 
will open until midnight. 

Commenting on Cbistmas 
trading Mr Norman said: “1 
think us going to he a good 
Christmas for retailers that 
hold their nerve.” 

Asda said its new Market Hail 
style of supermarket which has 
a fresher, lighter design, had 
been successful. Since August, 
six new superstores have been 
opened of which five are in the 
new format Asda plans to open 
six new stores a year which will 
all be in the new design. 

Asda's £138m of pre-tax prof- 
its for the six months to No- 
vember were compared to 
£ll)8m last year. Like-for-like 
sales are running at 12.6 per 
cent higher than last year. This 
is much stronger growth than ri- 
vals Tesco and Safeway and 
significantly better than recent 
figures by Sainsbuiy. 

Asda's sales for the six 
mouths to November increased 
from £2.6bn to£3.04bn. The in- 
terim dividend was inaeased by 
18 percent to Q.72p. The shares 
dosed Ip higher at 106.5p. 
Investment Column, page 22. 
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Cheaper finance: Bundesbank begins downward drive while signs of weakness in Britain prompt speculation that the Bank of England may follow suit 


Germany leads 
rates down 
across Europe 



PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

Interest rales fell further across 
Europe yesterday, led by the 
German Bundesbank which 
was followed swiftly by moves 
from several other countries. 
■And in the US, subdued infla- 
tion and economic activity in 
November strengthened the 
possibility that the Federal Re- 
serve will cut rates when it 
meets on Tuesday. 

In the City, the short sterling 
contract used to speculate on 
future interest rales ended the 
day implying base rates below 
n per cent by June. Eddie 
George, the dovemor of the 
Bank of England, rev ealed that 
he had anticipated a cut by the 
German central bank when 
recommending the reduction in 
base rates on Wednesday. 

The Bundesbank cut the 
discount rale, which sets the 
floor to German interest rates, 
from 3.5 to 3 per cent. It also 
brought down the ceiling 
Lombard rate from 5-5 to 5 per 
cent and said that the repo 
rate, the main rate it uses in (he 
money markets, would be fixed 
at 3.75 per cent until early 
January. 

The move down in Germany 
prompted a wave of cuts in Eu- 
rope. Austria. Denmark, Bel- 
gium. the Netherlands and the 
Irish Republic followed suit. 
The Swiss National Bank had 


earlier reduced its discount 
rate from 2 to 13 per cent. 

The Bundesbank said it had 
cut rates because of low mon- 
etary growth, together with the 
strength of the marie and low in- 
flation, currently 13 per cent. 
It set a target of 4-7 per cent 
growth for monetary expansion 
next year. 

Economists said the princi- 
pal reason for the cut was the 
weakness of the German econ- 
omy. “They were looking at low 
growth against a background of 
very low inflationary pres- 
sures,” said Richard Reid at 
UBS in Frankfurt. 

The cut in rates was expect- 
ed to provide a helping hand for 
the beleaguered French gov- 
ernment There was now scope 
for a 1 per cent reduction in the 
Banquc de France’s interven- 
tion rate, said Paul Hammett, 
economist at Paribas Capital 
Markets. 

In the US, a fell in consumer 
price inflation from 2.8 to 2.6 
per cent and a drop in the 
growth of industrial produc- 
tion from 2.7 to 1.9 per cent 
in November were generally 
interpreted as further ammu- 
nition for a cut in rates by the 
US Federal Reserve next 
week. 

“The figures left the derision 
narrowly in favour of a quarter 
per cent move,” said Mark 
Cltffe, economist at HSBC 
Markets. 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

The Bundesbank' s decision yes- 
terday to cut interest rates by 
half a percentage point is ca- 
pitulation in the face of the 
clamouring from politicians and 
businesses. 

The move is aimed to kick- 
start the locomotive of Eu- 
rope’s economy, which seems in 
danger of running into the 
buffers. Statistics released over 
the past week shcrw that only the 
ranks of the unemployed are 
growing in Germany as the 
economy dips into recession. Al- 
though growth is expected to re- 
sume in the second half of next 
year, the government is bracing 


itself for the loss of 300,000 jobs 
in the interim, raising the num- 
ber of jobless to nearly 4 million. 

The Federal Statistics Of- 
fice reported last week that 
GDP was unchanged in the 
third quarter from the previous 
three months and rose a weak 
13 percent from a year earlier 
- well below some forecasts of 
1.9 percent 

The Berlin-based German 
Institute for Economic Re- 
search predided a slight dedihe 
in the fourth quarter of this year. 

The government can do lit- 
tle to heed demands for in- 
creased spending to boost 
growth. The budget deficit is al- 
ready perilously close to the 3 
per cent of GDP that the Maas- 


tricht Treaty has prescribed for 
countries wanting to partic- 
ipate in European monetary 
union. So far, Germany has 
played the role of the discipli- 
narian in European fiscal pol- 
icy: it cannot therefore bust the 
limits it has set for other mem- 
ber states. 

Raising more taxes also ap- 
pears to be impossible. Gor- 
mans are already paying more 
money than their European 
counterparts, and the so-called 
“solidarity surcharge" - an extra 
15 pec cent on income tax to 
help rebuild eastern Germany 
- is one of the culprits held re- 
sponsible for throttling the 
economy. 

Other scapegoats are the 


abolition of tax-breaks for home 
builders at the end of last year, 
which has produced a slump in 
the construction sector, and 
the mighty mark. Since March 
the national currency has been 
rising against the dollar, mak- 
ing German exports more ex- 
pensive, which in turn has 
undermined domestic confi- 
dence and forced industry to 
postpone capital projects. 

While there is no end hr 
sight to the mark’s triumphant 
march, the government is hop- 
ing that industry will eventually 
be able to adapt by trimming 
production costs. 

But recently, industry has 
started employing a new tactic: 
sporting jobs instead of goods 


Slowdown points to more UK cuts 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Flat retail prices last month and 
evidence of a further slowdown 
in manufacturing industry fu- 
elled hopes yesterday that more 
cuts in base rates are on the way. 

With headline inflation down 
slightly in November, Britain 
has enjoyed the longest peace- 
time run of low inflation since 
the Thirties. Inflation has stayed 
below 4 percent for 38 months. 

In another sign of the weak- 
ness of inflationary pressure, the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry said members were pre- 
dicting slower growth in the new 
year. According to its monthly 
survey, the balance of firms ex- 
pecting output to rise rather 


than fell was down to its lowest 
since the beginning of 1993. 

Sudhir Junanlcar of the CB1 
said: “We would probably rec- 
ommend a further interest rale 


Retail price inflation 
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cut if this slowdown continues, 
as long as the inflation outlook 
remains sound.” 

• However, there was a 
brighter note from the House 
Bunders’ Federation yesterday. 
The day after mortgage rates fell 
to their lowest in a generation, 
it said the housing maiket was 
poised for recovery. 

The Government’s con- 
fidence in inflation prospects 
was demonstrated yesterday by 
a Bank of England announce- 
ment of consultation about 
reforms that will allow the issue 
of more index-linked gilts. 

Andrew Roberts, gilts expert 
at UBS. said: “The Government 
should issue as much index- 
linked stock as they can if they 
believe their own inflation fore- 


cast” There would be less in- 
terest to pay as king as inflation 
stays lower than toe financial 
markets expect. 

City economists said toe en- 
couraging figure for retail prices 
m November deared the way for 
more base rate fells. The head- 
line rate of inflation foil from 3.2 
to 3.1 per cent The target mea- 
sure, excluding mortgage in- 
terest payments, was unchanged 
at 2.9 per cent. ' 

Cheaper cars, pre-Christmas 
special offers: on alcohol and a 
decline in seasonal food prices 
offset higher prices for other 
goods and services in November. 

The CBI survey showed a bal- 
ance of 2 per cent of firms ex- 
pecting higher rather than lower 
output in toe next four months. 
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to countries where workers 
come cheap, notably Britain. 
The last pay round for the en- 
gineering and chemical sectors 
resulted in wage deals valued at 
between 3.6 and 4 per cent, far 
above annual inflation of under 
2 per cenL 

The riang trend of jobs fix* ex- 
port has alarmed the trade 
unions, which have proposed an 
“Alliance for Jobs” between 


the workers, the employers and 
toe government. The pact, call- 
ing for modest pay rises and 
flexibility on working hours in 
exchange for a pledge to create 
300,000 jobs over toe next three 
years, was put forward by 1G 
Metail, the country’s most pow- 
erful union. 

The government has shown 
mfld interest, but employers 
are holding out for greater con- 
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BT walks a fine line with its public battles 




‘Although the City saw 
Mr Cruickshank losing 
on points., the result 
of this vital first bout 
may well prove to 
have been the other 
way round' 


D on Cniickshank, the U’lccoms regulator. 

and sanfor executives ol' BT were giv- 
ing briefings yesterday morning at their' «jf- 
flees a few hundred yards apart in London. 
Tney nueht as well have been uii diilereiu 
planets fur all Lhcy undcrsitkjd each other. 

Each side had read the same monopolies 
commissi* ai repnri nr. portability. which will 
aflnw telephone customers to take their 
numbers with them when changing supplier 
-a world llrsi l he British communicitfioiis 
industry shouid be proud of. But there wore 
amazing differences of interpretation. 

The simplest pin ■ jf the argument was the 
knockabout siufr about costs. 13 T was 
tremendously pi eased Mr Cruicksliank had 
been forced to extract. a £6t)m contribution 
from the cable companies because the 
dreadful fellow had wanted BT to pay the 
f L 'r his pan. Mr Cruiekshank saw BT 
fighting looih and nail, first exaggerating the 
cost and then lx - ing beaten down by file 
MMC both on the st/e uf the bill and ihe 
proportion lu be paid by competitors. 

He said he had letters proving that in 
March he had suggested the cable eorapa- 
fdrt pay 25 per cent of the bill, dose to the 
MMC’s even m nl reenramendauon. BT exec- 
utives. scratching their heads, said they 
could not remember the correspondence. 

But the real signi Gcance ot this row k wha t 
it s.tvs ahnui rather bigger battle'* t*» ome. 
BT expressed its delight that the MMC had 


! clipped the regulator's wings, by taking out 
| of ms hands key decisions about costs and 
I making them subject to a proper formula. 

| Bui Kir Cruickshank claimed the opposite: 
j Ihe MMC report gave more power to his 
! elbow as a regulator, including greater 
; rather than Jess discretion. In particular, the 
i MMC backed his campaign to assess BTs 
! costs as if it were using the best technical 
I solution available, even if the company had 
j not got round to it. And when BT promises 
! to introiiuee a cheaper solution by a certain 
1 dale, then it will be assessed on that basis 
! whether it meets the deadline or not. Mr 
• Cruickshank calls this incentive regulation. 
} Although the City saw Mr Cruickshank 
j losing on points, the result of this vital first 
bout may well prove to have been the other 
I w av round. There is no doubt whatever that 
! BT will take future eases, and especially Mr 
j Cruickshank’s proposed toughening of the 
I regulatory regime, to the MMC. But there 
| must be severe risks for the company in these 
i veiv public battles, which can easily' backfire. 

! More time needed to 
| make the dream reality 

T he Madrid summit, which begins today, 
has long been keenly awaited by the mar- 
| kols as the event that will give new impe- 
' tus to economic and monetary union 


! (EMU). In the even! it is being overshad- 
j owed hy events in Paris. The turmoil on the 
j streets of French cities is rightly judged in 
be a turning point for EMU. without 
French participation, the project is emptied 
of meaning. The Germans have declared that 
there is no real point in going ahead with- 
out France. 

The commitment of the French political 
elite to EMU is not in doubt. What hangs 
j in the balance is the political acceptability 
of the harsh measures needed to prepare 
France for the bracinglv Teutonic regime of 
the single currency. 

At present, the' markets are giving Mr. 
Chirac the benefit of the doubt despite his 
concessions on public sector pensions and 
reform of the dchl-ladcn SNCF. The retreat 
j from the politically misguided attempt to 
take on all comers in one fell swoop is seen 
as an attempt to preserve the r.oycau ditroi 
the Juppe plan, the determination to slash 
(he social security budget deficit. 

It is hard to tell’, at this stage, whether this 
view is well founded. The scale of protest 
against the government came as a surprise, 
not least to union leaders, who found them- 
selves able to capitalise upon a popular 
groundswdl. But even if the welfare reforms 
remain intact and the popular uprising 
subsides, (here remains a big question marie 
over France’s ability to comply with the 
Maastricht convergence criteria.' The econ- 


omy has been growing at a snail's pace in 
the past six months and looks sci to slow 
down still further as a consequence of the 
strikes. The problem is that France needs 
growth of about 3 per cent a year in both 
1 99 b and 1W to come within spitting dis- 
tance of the Maastricht objective of a bud- 
get deficit of 3 per cent or less. 

The cm in rates announced by the Ger- 
man Bundesbank will help the French to 
case monetary policy, but only if there is a 
restoration in confidence. As Mr Juppe 
ducks and weaves his way to a negotiated 
settlement with the strikers, that seems far 
from certain. The French popular revolt 
against what can be depicted as an EMU 
inspired assault on social rights will east a 
long shadow into 19% and beyond. The 
markets are seeing the irresistible force of 
monetary union come up against the 
immovable object of popular resistance. 

Like some great supertanker, the process 
steams on regardless. At Madrid this week- 
end, European leaders are expected to sanc- 
tion a new. if wholly uninspiring, name for 
the single currency - the Euro - as well as 
a Limetablc for changing over to it. Alter 
course now, and the goal of monetary 
union will sink for ever, many believe. So 
the building blocks continue to he moved 
into place, regardless of the shaky founda- 
tions on which they are being placed. 

The reality is that the necessarv level of 


convergence - not just between EU mem- 
bers more generally but also between 
France and Germany - is going to require 
much longer than the present light 
timetable allows for. Recognising this may 
be hard for Europe's political elite, but if 
the dream is ever going to come to fruition, 
it needs a longer gestation. 

Amec bid goes 
down to the wire 

A fter the light relief caused hy the skir- 
mishes with the Takeover Panel, the 
£36Um bid for Amec Is now moving into its 
decisive phase. The indications ahead of 
Monday's final deadline are that result could 
go down to the wire. 

Yesterday, the group won some surpris- 
ingly emphatic backing from several large 
institutional investors, including the mighty 
M&G. The outcome could turn on Lhe atti- 
tudes of the notoriously secretive PDFM 
and of small investors who hold around 20 
per cent of the shares. 

If Amec does escape the clutches of 
Kvacmer, it will be a remarkable about turn 
for one of the many walking wounded of the 
UK construction industry. If institutions 
decide to throw out the bid they are plac- 
ing hefty bets on recovery at last being just 
around the corner. 


Giveaways: Electricity and water firms confirm handouts 



Paying out: London's Michael Kersey (left) and Bob Reid Photograph: Jane Baker 

Utility shareholders 


Microsoft unveils $200m TV news plan 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

NBC. the American television 
network, and Microsoft, the 
world’s biggest software compa- 
ny, announced two joint ventures 
yesterday to develop a 24-hour 
cable news unit and an online 
news service for the Internet. 

Microsoft, founded by the 
billionaire entrepreneur Bill 
Gates, is to invest $220m 
t£140m) over five years for a 
half-share in the cable unit, to 


he called MSNBC Cable. 
Expected to begin operations 
within six months, the venture 
will represent the first serious 
challenge to Ted Turner's CNN. 

The two companies will 
meanwhile have equal shares 
also in MSNBC Online, which 
will package the news for dis- 
tribution on the Internet. The 
Online service will provide both 
text and graphics, incorporating 
video from NBC. and will be 
fully interactive. 

The companies said that they 


expected to invest an additional 
S2UGm between them, also over 
five years, for the development 
of the two services. MSNBC Ca- 
ble will be managed by NBC 
solely, while MSNBC Online 
will be jointly managed, with 
NBC retaining exclusive re- 
sponsibility for news content. 

“Both of the companies are 
saving we believe in the world 
of interactivity but we're bring- 
ing this world into broadcast!" 
Mr Gates said. "We'll be work- 
ing with NBC to create an in- 


tegrated media experience". 
The move is intended to steal a 
march on ABC. shortly to be- 
come a unit of Disney, which ear- 
lier this month announced plans 
for a 24-hour news channel ston- 
ing in 1997. Rupert Murdoch 
also vowed recently to embark 
on a non-stop news channel. 

Andrew Lack. NBC's head of 
news programming, said the 
deal represented, "a pant leap 
for electronic journalism into 
the next century'*. The online 
service will be boosted by the in- 


troduction of modem technol- 
ogy next year allowing full video 
to be shown on personal com- 
puters on the Internet. 

Users of ihe service will be 
able to tailor exactly which sto- 
ries in the day's news they wish 
to view and. equally, to highlight 
specific elements in a single 
story that may interest them. 

In Europe the MSNBC Ca- 
ble service will be delivered to 
viewers by NBC's existing cable 
and satellite operation, Super- 
Channel /CNBC. 


net £L2bn bonanza 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor - ^ 

Handouts" of £4fU*ni were 
confirmed yesterday hy three 
tiectridly and water companies, 
bringing’ their total' distribu- 
tion to shareholders announced 
in recent weeks to inoie than 
fcT.2hn. 

The giveaways • yesterday - 
were by' Southern Electric, 
which paid a special dividend of 
£150m, London Electricity, 
which confirmed a similar pay- 
out of £i 98.7m. and Southern 
Water. which bought back 
£1 13m of its own shares. 

The payments have been 
made because the companies ;»re 
Hush with cash and can afford to 
borrow much more heavily than 
in the past to finance their in- 
vestment programmes. 

Although long expected, they 
are hound to reinforce criticisms 
of the uliDlics by Labour, which 
has threatened a windfall tax I'm . 
may sec much of the companies’ 
spare cash given away by the 
election. 


Shareholders in each of the 
two electricity companies are 
already benefiting from a hand- 
out of National Grid shares 
after last week's flotation - 
worth £350m for London share- 
holders and £42»hn for Southern. 
In its previous financial year Lon- 
don also diil C 151 tai of share buy- 
backs. bringing tola! distribution 
of surplus cash to tTOMm. 

The latest moves followed 
hard on the heels of the £23Sm 
special dividend announced by 
the regional electricity company 
East Midlands on Wednesday - 
a company that is also handing 
£300m oi' iLs National Grid 
shares to shareholders. 

Southern Electric's special 
dividend is worth 5»p a share, 
less than half the f 2tip paid hy 
East Midlands, and raising its 
gearing to 15 per cent. South- 
ern's profits before tax for the 
half-year rose to tl2“.Sm from 

Geoffrey Wilson, the chair- 
man, said the sped j I dividend 
had been restrained l'or tax 
reasons, because at die level 


other companies were paying 
there would have been a 
substantial additional burden of 
advance corporation lax. 

Partly offsetting this. Southern 
raised its ordinary interim divi- 
dend 2h_5 per cent to UL5p a 
share. In common with all the re- 
gional electricity companies. 
Southern is paving a rebate to do- 
mestic customers nf just over £50. 

Mr Wilson said he still backed 
the idea of the takeover offer 
from National Rawer, which has 
been referred to the Monopo- 
lies Commission and is unlikely 
to be decided until next spring. 
The shares fell 12p to 91fip. 

London Electricity, confirm- 
ing the special dividend, said it 
was asking shareholders to re- 
tain the flexibility to huv up to 
another ID per cent of its shares 
back. The lftflp-a-sharc spe- 
cial dividend was accompanied 
by doubled interim pre-tax prof- 
it's. up from £42.Sm to £S4.5m 
and a 21 percent increase in the 
interim dividend to ll_5p. Gear- 
ing will rise to fit) per cent. Lon- 
don shares fell 16p to fi7Sp. 


Panel 

warns 

Forte 

JOHN SHEPHERD 

Forte and its financial advisers 
have been v. anted by . the 
Takeover Panel to take’ more 
care over the wording of defence 
documents. The panel is con- 
cerned that the final paragraph 
on page ‘me wi iasl week s de- 
fence' document against the 
£3.3bn bill trom Granada was 
not worried in the usual manner. 

A merchant banket, uncon- 
nected iv j ill Ihe bid. said die 
wording “came close lu breach- 
ins rule 5.1 oi the Takeover 
Code because :t Jid not make 
entircK dear that the board and 
its advisers - SBC Warburg. 
L'BS and Morgan Stanley - 

held the same opinion. 

A spokeswoman for the pan- 
el said “! can confirm the word- 
ing in the document is unusual. 
However '.her. i? no question 
ih.i; the hi c.rd and its advisers 
d».i not have din c rent opinions. 
Wc antietpa'c more iradifiotuu 

v, online :h future documents." 

F„r:e vsMcritoy told Cin an- 
alvsis iFtal I would now 
:if Travel '•rlue hotels by So 

H a night, ft added* nov- 
el er, ti’.at ti i raise prices, further- 
would lose cust: 'trers _ 

Also ‘.j.>’erJjy. Granada 
claimed 'ihal !l could how* 
Forte's, profit' bv a war. 

Forte Jeacribed ihe cS.«in* ns rah- 
hjsh and asked why Granauu 
failed So explain how it woiud 
achieve th-* improvements. 

Ciit iMary.paw? 22 - 


LNimiK! 


Iberia to receive £650m subsidy 

Iberu. the Spanish airline company, is to be allowed hy Neil Kin- 
nock. the European Commissioner. to receive :i subsidy of 87bn 
pesetas f£o5Dm) from its state-owned holding company. Teneo. 
A further £2U0m may be allowed in 1997. 

The Com mi won's agreement comes despite objections by other 
European airlines that the capital injection was an indirect form 
of state aid. Iberia argued that the subsidy, which follows wage 
cuts of 15 per vent for airline staff and 3.51)0 planned redundancies 
in the next two years, will be funded by the privatisation of other 
companies in the Teneo group. 

An Iberia spokesman said yesterday: “We are de lighted the 
(Commission! has concluded that the capital injection is not state 
aid but lhe sensible action of an interested shareholder. " 

Watchdog to investigate PFIs 

The National Audit Office, Parliament's indepndent financial 
watchdog, is to set up a series of inquiries into whether the Gov- 
ernment's Private Finance Initiative provides value for money. 
The NAO aims to report over the next 12 mouths on whether 
the PF1 initiatives, which will cost up lo£12bn between now and 
1997, provide value to taxpayers. 

Daily Mail profits plunge to £67m 

Hefty redundancy charges an J t he soaring cost of newsprint have 
depressed profits at Dally Mail & General Trust, publisher of the 
Dt/ify Mail, Mail on Sunilay and the Ercnuig Standard. The pre- 
tax total sank from £91 lm to £6b.Sm in the year to 1 October 
despite record advertising revenues and strong growth in circu- 
lation at the Associated national newspaper subsidiary. The com- 
pany charged £21.Sm lor redundancy and reorganisation costs, 
but refused to say how many staff left the group. Both circula- 
tion levels and advertising remain buoyant. it said. 

Investment column, page 22. 

Arjo subsidiary to fight fixing allegations 

Ario Wlqgms Appleton «tid yesterday its US subsidiarv, Appic- 
rnn Papers, would defend itself vigorously against charges that 
it c» inspired with certain nf its competitors to fix the price of ther- 
mal fav paper in a period up to l*Wi. 

Apple toil Papers wns fnnrcilly indited yesterday but had known 
it was the subject ol a Department of Justice investigation since 
March 1994 Arjo said any ultimate liability should not have a 
nwterinl adverse efiee! on the group's balance sheet. The shares 
fell 4p to I57p. 


^ AMEC 

3 

| 

Shareholder 1 
information update. | 
AMEC’s response 
to Kvaerner’s offers. 

j 

To hear 

your Board’s advice j 

call 0800 77 1 1 77. 

I 

3 

The Directors of AMEC p.I.c. are the persons responsible for this advertisement. Those Directors confirm that, to the best of their knowledge and fl 
belief (having taken all reasonable care to ensure that such is the case), the information contained in this advertisement is in accordance with the « 
facts and does not omit anything likely to affect the import of such information. The Directors of AMEC p.I.c. accept responsibility accordingly. u 
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Asda bandwagon gathers speed 


The Asda bandwagon seems to have 
built up such momentum as to appear 
uostoppable. After a triumphant year 
in which it has successfully challenged 
the Net Book Agreement and taken a 
well publicised iHt at the price main- 
tenance of over-the-counter drugs, the 
supermarket group has continued to de- 
liver industry-beating results. 

Yesterday’s figures continued the pat- 
tern. Half year profits were up 27 per 
cent to £138m and like-for-like sales up 
a thumping 12.6 per cent. 

This is double Tesco's figure and 
streets ahead of struggling Sainsbuiy, 
whose most recent figures show a 22 
per cent drtip. 

Asda has established itself as the 
lower priced alternative to Tesco and 
Sainsbuiy and has continued to use 
lower prices to drive sales. Yesterday 
Archie Norman, chief executive, said 
he hoped the group could deliver like- 
for-like sales increases of 5-10 per cent 
over the next few years. 

True, lower prices mean a slimmer 
margin but Asda has even managed to 
improve this from 4.2 per cent to 4.6 
per cent. There should be more to come 
as the company invests in new tech- 
nology such as sales-based ordering sys- 
tems which most rivals introduced 
some time ago. 

Asda's view is that the UK groceiy 
market is mature and that small 
points of difference will count. Asda 
plans to use its larger sLores to offer 
services which rivals may have little 
space for, such as bakeries, rotisseries 
and salad bars. 

Hie George range of clothing wiD be 
promoted heavily, building on the de- 
signer background of George Davies, 
the founder of Next The label accounts 
for 4.7 percent of sales and could reach 
8 per cent within three years. That 
means £200m more sales. 

Asda also has a new Market Hall 
store format which is lighter, less like 
a warehouse and presents goods in sec- 
tions or stalls rather than mile-long 
shelving. 

The concept is working and others 
will gradually be converted. Though 
planning restrictions will limit new 
openings, six more should open per year 
which will all be in the Market Hall 
format. 

If there is a potential problem for 
Asda it is the actions of Sainsbuiy, 
which is certain to flex its muscles in 
the New Year to reverse its decline. But 
even this is unlikely to rock Asda's boat 
too much. After busily upgrading yes- 
terday, most analysts have settled near 


NatWest Securities* forecast of £304m 
for the full year. 

The shares have had a strong run Lhk 
year, rising by 50 per cent. With yes- 
terday’s Ip rise to 106 Jp they are on 
a forward rating of 15. Still attractive. 


Doubts spread 
at Securicor 


Securicor s shares have had a dread- 
ful run since the summer, hit by a DTI 
ruling forbidding BT from buying the 
company’s 40 per cent stake in Celhiet 
and a growing realisation that the 
outlook for that mobile phone business 
is deteriorating. The shares, which 
reached 1,1 25p in August, closed an- 
other 15p lower yesterday at 870p. 

Pre-tax profits of £99.4m in the 12- 
months to September were well up on 
the £80-6m achieved last year but at the 
bottom end of expectations and ana- 
lysts rejigged their forecasts accordingly. 
After a rise in earnings per share from 
37Jp to 44p, however, an 18 per cent 
dividend rise to 4.02p was paid. 

Secu near’s shares rose sharply in the 
first half of the year as the market span 


a web of complicated valuations for the 
share in Celinet, sums which some an- 
alysts now believe were as misleading 
as they were arcane. Price-tags of up 
to £l3bn for the Celinet minority are 
now seen as much too optimistic. 

They were always going to be acts of 
wishful thinking given the number of 
assumptions involved - the amount to 
which a comparison with Vodafone 
should be discounted to take account 
of Cdlnefs traditional reliance on 
less profitable non-business users, Ihe 
discount for being a junior partner to 
BT and the extent to which capita] gains 
tax would eat away at notional profit. 

Now Securicor looks to be saddled 
with its profitable but inflexible in- 
vestment. attention has turned to its un- 
derlying performance and here too 
doubts are creeping in. With the in- 
ti ustry s growth increasingly focused on 
digital rather than analogue networks, 
Celinet now finds itself competing 
with three other suppliers rather than 
one. Operating margins are thought to 
have fallen from 40 per cent in 1993 
to maybe only 27 per cent currently. 

So bow to measure the shares? 
Probably on the assumption that with 
earnings still growing at a useful 15 per 
cent or so a market rating is a p p ro pri ate 


Asda: at a glance 
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on fundamentals and then some to ac- 
count for the residual bid premium. On 
the basis of profits of £ll5m to next 
September, the shares stand on a 
prospective price/earnings ratio of 17. 
About right. 

Paper problems 
at Daily Mail 

Daily Mail and General Trust, owner 
of the eponymous daily newspaper, re- 
mains very much a family business. 
Control of the voting shares is still firm- 
ly in the hands of the Rothermeres and, 
to rub the point home, yesterday 
DMGT appointed Jonathan Harms- 
worth, a 28-year old scion of the 
family, to the board. 

Any paternalism within the group 
has not prevented the national papers 
cleaning up during the recession. But 
the soaring cost of newsprint has 
stopped the" trend in its tracks this year. 
Pre-tax profits slumped from £92 lm 
to £66.8m in the 12 months to 1 Oc- 
tober, hit by an extra £20m oq the pa- 
per bill and an es tima ted £10m 
additional spending on the editorial 
content of the newspapers. 

The company warns that newsprint 
costs will continue to be a factor in the 
coming year - analysts suggest that a 
10 per cent rise in January could fol- 
low this summer’s 25 percent increase 
- but refused to let that dampen their 
underlying bullishness. 

The omens are good. The Associated 
offshoot, owner of the Daily Mad, Mail 
on Sunday and Evening Standard, has 
seen record advertising revenues -up 
10 per cent on last year - and further 
gains in circulation. Autumn com price 
increases should offset pressure from 
the costs side, allowing the expected 
buoyancy in advertising to fail through 
to the bottom line in the current year. 

There may also be scope for Asso- 
ciated to push up rates, gjven circula- 
tion increases and the collapse of 
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Between a takeover 
bid and a Hard Rock 


, %n 




'So terrified are the City's 
information disseminators 
that Richard Power, Forte's 
director of communications, 
has taken to ringing the 
Takeover Panel before he 
even sneezes. Forte, you un- 
derstand, has not been em- 
broiled in a bid for 25 years 
and this is nerve-wracking 
stuff. 

On Wednesday Mr Power 
rang the panel for permis- 
sion to go to the Hard Rode 
Cafe. The event was the 
Christmas parly of the top- 
rated Kleinwort Benson 
leisure tram. “Not on your 
own.” came the reply (or 
words to that effect), “you 
had better take along a fi- 
nancial policeman.” It even- 
tually fell to Kevin Feeny, 
the amiable corporate broker 
at UBS (Forte’s advisers) to 
chaperone him. 

Just in case any one 
missed the point Mr Rawer 
bought a pair of handcuffs 
from a toy shop and the 
cheeky pair arrived at the 
festivities manacled together. 

Lawrence Lindsey of Clifton, 
Virginia, has been turned . 
down by the Bank of New 
York for a credit card at Tbys 
‘R' Us. Mr Lindsey is 41 
years old and earns $123,100 
a year. He is also a member 
of the US Federal Reserve 
Board which, among other 
thin gs regulates banks. 

Only now is the extent of the 
panic that gripped the build- 
ing society movement on 
Wednesday fully apparent 







Hard Rock Cafe: James Brown takas a partner, and so 
does Richard Power, only with handcuffs 


At 10.13am Nationwide 
Building Society, the coun- 
try’s second-largest, contact- 
ed the news agencies to say 
that it did nof believe a 0-25 
per cent cut in the base rale 
justified a reduction in the 
cost of home loans. At 
10.23 am Halifax dropped its 
main mortgage rate, prompt- 
ing a Nationwide capitulata- 
tion by midday. 

“The Halifax is apparently 
running the economy,” snaps 
a leading budding society 
figure. 

A triumph far market forces 
after aD. Local authorities 
are winning bade contracts 
for council work from the 
private sector. According to 
the current edition of Priiuti- 
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while the Northdiffe nationals business 
has had a storming year. 

The 70 per cent-owned Euromoney 
has had its own problems. But assum- 
ing this year's problems are past and 
with cost savings doe to kick in. DMGT 
could produce between £11 0m and 
£U5m this year, putting the non-vot- 
ing shares, "down 18p at £11.20, on a 
forward multiple of 16. Up with events. 


Justin Urquhaxt-Stewait, the irrepressible marketing 
director at Barclays Stockbrokers, has received a dip round 
the ear from a British Airways stewardess for messing 
around with his laptop computer oh a flight from Edinburgh 
to London (apparently they interfere with the aircraft's 
sensitive electronic navigation systems). The sequence of 
events appears to have gone something like this. 

Captain: "Ladies and gentlemen, we are about to land, . 
please fasten your seat belts.” 

JUS: ftp tap tap "corporate bond Pep, Tfessa, blah” tap 
tap ... 

Stewardess: Tm afraid we will have to have it off, sir”. 
JUS: "I really don’t think we have time.” 

Slap. 


sation News, a newsletter of 
the public services trades 
unions, two water companies 
haw have lost five contracts 
between them - namely 
Brophy's (part of Thames 
Water) and Onyx, owned by 
France's Generate des Eaux. 

Brophy’s, however, claims 
this is only part of the story. 
In one case it says it was un- 
fairly excluded from consid- 
eration, and in the other two 
instances it lost only maigin- 
allv on price. What is more, 
it resists it gained £I4m of 
contracts last year, losing 
only £lm . 

But figures released this 
week by the Local Govern- 
ment Management Board do 
show that local authorities 
are beginning to win back 
some of the contracts they 
have lost to die private sec- 
tor, and are generally more 
successful in larger contracts 
than in small ones. 

“Local authorities are 
sharpening up their bid- 
ding,” reflects Allen Challcn- 
der, divisional director of 
Brophy’s grounds mainte- 
nance divudon. 

Notice at Safeway 's in Scar- 
borough. “ Go mad this week- 
end - buy some beef.” 


I COMPANY RESULTS II 


TamovwE 

Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Dividend ' 

Acatos & Hrttom (F) 

294m (249m) 

7.Bm (145m) 

1Up(30Jp) 

9p(9p) 

Ataaffl 

104tn (2.E6bn) 

138m (109m) 

138p(2.62p) 

0.72p (0.81 p) 

Cam UK (F) 

15.7m (11.1m) 

235m (1.75m) 

4S3p (3p) 

0.75p(nB) 

CRT Scoop (1) 

48.1m pOAn) 

1.75m p.29m} 

1.71p (1-42P) 

Q925p (0-65p) 

IMyRMOT 

84ftn(B74m) 

66 8m (92.1m) 

45.2p(56J*i) 

17fip(1E5p) 

Laodoci Becbictty (1) 

556m (537m) 

B4.5m (42.8m) 

32fip(22.9p) 

11fip(9A» 

PtancUp) 

2.10m (0.98m) 

-2.7m (-1 36m) 

-7-3p (-53P) 

n«tnD 

ScotUsti Hydra 0) 

3BBm(367m) 

61.7m (-3.7m) 

2.6p (-3.4p> 

-(-) 

Secateur Bmp IF) 

1.03bn (OJton) 

99.4m (80.6m) 

«p(37ip) 

4.W8PI-) 

Scrttafn BccMc (I) 

733m (745m) 

128m (107m) 

35.9pp9.7p) 

10.5p(*3p) 

SnDm Water (1) 

207m (191m) 

83.7m (70*1) 

445p (39,Bp) 

9Jp(B.45p) 

Wanted (1) 

6.55m (5.51m) 

-3.6m (-3.7m) 

-2JSp(-3Apl 


(F)-Rna( (I)-kdarfen 

(R) - Nine months 





Scottish Hydro primes Amecmns 

£450m takeover bid supporter 
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opinions are POLES apart 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Scottish Hydro-Electric said 
yesterday it had secured a two- 
to- three-year borrowing facility 
to finance its bid for First Hy- 
dro, the pumped storage busi- 
ness put up for sale by the 
National Grid- 

The bid, thought to be in the 
region of£450m, would take the 
company's gearing to between 
80 and 90 per cent and would 
reduce interest cover from its 
current 30 to less than 5 times. 

Scottish and its two rival US 
bidders must hand in bids for 
First Hydro by Monday next 
and the result is expected fairly 
soon thereafter. The three bid- 
ders were selected from an 
original list of 11, having sub- 
mitted the highest opening bids 
prior to due diligence. 

Scottish Hydro’s opening 
offer was reported to have been 
£450m, while Mission Energy, 
one of the two U-S. contenders, 
was said to have made s first 
offer of £600m. 

News of Scottish Hydro’s 
banking facility came as the 
company announced an 1 1 per 
cent rise in underlying profits in 
the six months to September. 
Reported profits were actually 
up sharply from £34.9m to 



Lord Wilson: confident of 
full-year prospects 

£6l.7ra, but the previous year’s 
figure was distorted by the cost 
of an £ 18.8m premium paid to 
redeem a tranche of govern- 
ment debt. 

Lord Wilson of Tullyom. 
chairman, said: “The second 
half of the financial year has 
started satisfactorily and we 
are confident of an encourag- 
ing result for the full period.” 

Strong underlying earnings 
growth had come mainly from 
improved sales thoughout 
Bn tain which had offset the real 


price reductions in most mar- 
kets. Sales volumes to domes- 
tic customers in Scotland 
increased compared with 1994, 
reversing the negative impact of 
VAT last year. Commercial and 
industrial volumes also in- 
creased, but real price reduc- 
tions offset the benefit so that 
total turnover in Scotland fell 
slightly. 

Sales in England and Whies 
grew strongly. Volumes in- 
creased by 18 per cent and 
turnover rose even more, by 21 
per cent More than a third of 
the company’s total electricity 
sales ana 30 per cent of total 
turnover is accounted for south 
of the border. 

On the proposed bid for First 
Hydro, John Gray, finance di- 
rector, stressed that the open- 
ing bids were not binding, and 
said Scottish would not be pre- 
pared to pay £600m for (he busi- 
ness. “Wfe are not going to get 
into some emotional contest ... 
we are not going to overpay for 
it,” he added. 

Elsewhere on the investment 
side, Scottish Hydro is com- 
mitted to installing a combined 
beat and power plant at Salt 
Union’s premises in Cheshire at 
a cost of £25 m. At East Lancs 
Paper the company is investing 
£16m in CHP equipment 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 
and JOHN E1SENHAMMER 

M&G, one of the biggest share- 
holders in the embattled con- 
struction group Amec, has 
decided to reject the £36 0m 
offer from Kvaerner and criti- 
cised the bidder's tactics. 

The move is an important 
fillip for Amec just days before 
Monday’s closing date. There 
are indications that other big 
shareholders may be moving its 
way. 

An M&G spokesman said: 
"It looks like the wrong time of 
the cycle to be selling.” The 
lOOp a share being offered by 
Kvaerner would be “the wrong 
price to do it”. 

Management changes at 
Amec should be given time to 
work through, he said. He also 
hit out at the time-scale invoked 
by Kvaerner. “The whole thin g 
has been too rushed through.” 

The investment management 
group holds 8 per cent of 
Amec’s ordinary shares and 10 
per cent of the convertibles, 
malting it the group's second 
largest shareholder. 

Another big investor said yes- 
terday it would also be rejecting 
the bid. “Quite amply, we think 
it undervalues [Amec] by a rea- 
sonably obvious margin.” 



Modernising costs 
hit M&G results 


IN BRIEF 


JOHN OS EN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

A big investment in mod- 
ernising systems has depressed 
profits at M&G, (he invest- 
ment management group, in a 
year when a majority of its 


funds underperformed. Un- 
derlying profits before tax for 
the year to 30 September were 
fiat at £61m, but fell to£52m af- 
ter exceptional costs. 

The group, however, stuck to 
its policy of sustained dividend 
payments with a 6 percent rise 
in the final payment to 18p. 

More than half of M&G’s 
dozens of funds are now in the 
bottom half of the investment 
performance rankings, as the 
company said the UK stock- 
market did, not suit its invest- 
ment approach, especially in 
small and medium sized firms 
and special situations. 

The results were distorted by 
£18.8m exceptional costs, of 


which nearly £15m related to a 
rationalisation and moderni- 
sation of the group's business 
processing systems. The overall 
programme is expected to last 
nearly three years and cost 
£20m. 

“This has been a year in 
which we have invested for the 
future, we are convinced the in- 
dustry has excellent long-term 
prospects,” said David Morgan, 
group managing director. 

Net assets per share, an in- 
dication of the financial 
strength of the group, increased 
by 12 per cent to 241p. 

Most of the 17 per cent in- 
crease in funds under manage- 
ment to £13^bn was due To 
asset appreciation. Revenue 
was up slightly to £78m, driven 
largely by fees on fluids under 
management. Adminstralion 
expenses rose because of the 
need to bring investment 
salaries into line with market 
levels. 


Profits up 51% at Care UK 

Care UK, the long-term care group, won eight contracts during 
the year to September, creating 468 additional beds and driving 
pre-tax profits up 51 per cent to £2.65m. John Nash, diairman, 
said he expected more opportunities in coming years because of 
changes in the NHS. Earamgs per share rose 61 percent to 4.83p: 
final dividend was 0_5p, making 0.75 for the year. 

Albrigfiton shrugs off construction gloom 

Building materials group Albrighton shrugged off gloomy pre- 
die 1 ‘ : ns for the construction industry, saying that inquiries re- 
frained strong. Pre-tax profits soared from £105,000 to £957,000. 
Earnings per share rose from 0-lp to Up and the company said 
it planned to resume dividend payments "at an early date”. 

Strong growth for CRT 

CRT the recruitment, training and publishing group, reported 
profits 36 per cent higher a t £ 1.75m in the half-year to October. 
Permanent placements rose 39 per cent and the n umb er 0 f vo^ 
cational training students jumped 45 per cent Earning per share 
were 20 per cent up at 1.71p; dividend rose 9 per cent to 0.925p. 

Victrex priced at 170p 
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The interest rates on all other accounts will remain unchanged, 
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plasucs at£130m. The intermediaries offer, covering 20 per cent 
of the shares being made available, was 18 times subscribed and 
applications will be scaled down on a pro rata basis. 
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Scottish banks on the march amid takeover talk 





a.W ;i',J reft oc ?;>' 


Scotland’s two independent 
clearing banks arc intriguing 
the stock market. 

As most bank shares wilted 
Bank of Scotland and Royal 
Bank of Scotland marched 
ahead, with stockbrokers north 
. of the border talking about 
nosy buying. 

Bank of Scotland rose 12p 
to290p {after 294p) and Royai 
BanklQpto586pi[589p). 

Such headway inevitably 
awakened takeover specula- 
tion, with some even wonder- 
ing whether the two banks 
had decided that individually 
they were vulnerable to a strike 
but united they could see off 
most predators. 

Royal Bank has for long 
been one of the City’s favourite 
takeover candidates with its 
9.8 per cent shareholder Banco 
Santander, the Spanish group, 
periodically mentioned as 
preparing to strike. 

There are also suggestions 
of US interest, possibly 


off by Royal Banks 
{)ian to merge its US opera- 
tions with those of the Bank of 
Ireland. 

Royal Bank's shares have 
been as low as 378p this year 
and Bank of Scotland, which is 
buying the Bank of Western 
Australia, was down to 194p. 
It is nearly one-third owned by 
Standard ise, the big Scottish 
mutual, which would be un- 
likely to rush to support a 
hostile bid. 

But it might back a merger 
with Royal B ank, if the deeply 
entrenched rivalry between 
the two can be overcome. 

Insurance brokers had a 
lively time, with stories flow- 
ing of bids and deals. Some 
talked of a merger between 
Sedgwick and WBIis Corroon; 
it was enough to lift Sedgwick 
8p to 124p and Willis 43p to 
146p. 

Incbcape, which has pulled 
itself out of its long retreat, re- 
covered another 12p to 230p 
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of the year 


on stories that it was about to 
sell its Bain Hogg division to 
a US broking group, and Lloyd 
Thompson was dragged into 
the debate, gaining lOp to 
164p, a two-day advance of 

22p. 

The German interest rate 
cut for a time lifted blue chips 
to yet another peak but by the 
close a 24.1-pomt gain had 
been cut to 9.2, with the FT-SE 
100 index at 3,671.6, nearly 9 
points shy of ills record. 

A faltering New York added 
to the caution. Unless the US 
budget row is resolved, next 
week’s expected US rate cut 
may be delayed. 

Tomkins continued to score 
from its US acquisition, gain- 


ing a further 15p to 284p, but 
Vodafone, off 8p at 208 J5p, was 
hit by poor figures from Nokia, 
the F innis h group. 

Am s trad was another 
caught in the fall-out, falling 
122>p to 217.5p. The shares 
have dropped from 283p since 
two weeks ago, when chairman 
AJan Sugar said trading was 
lough. 

Asda gained lp to 106.5p 
following results but Acatos & 
Hutcheson, the edible oil 
group, tumbled 43 p to 225p 
on a 46 per cent profits 
setback. 

T&N attracted keen VS 
buying, gaining 4p to 164p; 
Rolls-Royce, reflecting its an- 
alysts’ meeting, was at one 


time up 6p but ended just lp 
higher at 176.5p. 

Dalgety, the pel food group, 
added 17p to 41Qp. It was said 
to be meeting analysis. 

An old takeover favourite. 
Smith & Nephew, was little 
changed at I92L5p but dealers 
were alerted by brisk trading, 
a feature which has charac- 
terised the shares for much of 
this week. The company has for 
long been seen as a target for 
Johnson & Johnson, the US 
giant. 

Sears, little changed at 
100-Sp, was heavily traded with 
some large lines going through; 
a hovering line depressed 
'Danspoit Development, off 
4p at 186p. 

Southern Water; through 
SBC Warburg, completed its 
16.9 million (9.9 per cent) 
share buy-back, getting most of 
them at 66 5p. The price dosed 
at 667p. 

Cordiant, the advertising 
group, gained 4p to 91p as its 


rights issue attracted a 97.1 per 
cent lake up. 

Allied Domecq lost Wednes- 
day's euphoria, down 4p to 
5l2p. as Warburg said sell. 

Cadbnry Schweppes lost 5p 
to 550p after James Cape! cuL 
next year’s forecast £22m to 
£590m and said the shares were 
a sell down to 500p. Warburg 
was responsible for a 17p gain 
to 677p by Reckftt & Oilman. 

OQs remained firm, helped 
by the crude price. Shell, with 
the added incentive of Gulf of 
Mexico exploration prospects, 
jumped 17p (o 860p. and 
British Borneo, also involved 
in the Guff, gained 33p to 
320p. 

British Biotech, which has 
moved between 2 , loop and 
425p this year, was firm at 
1.51 Op. Greig Middleton sug- 
gests a I,S96p fair value and if 
“key products progress 
through clinical trails as ex- 
pected" 3,432p in a year’s 
time. 


TAKING STOCK 


n Shares of Regent Inns, the 
managed pubs chain with 
around 50 outlets, continued 
(heir heady advance, gaining 
another 25p to a 654p peak. 
Some pr»*5t forecasts have 
been moved to £6Jm from 
around £6m. 

' Last year the. company pro- 
' dticed £4. 4m. The shares 
switched from the old 42 

market to a full listing in 

May 1993. at 13Sp. The com- 
pany then had 34 pubs. 

□ Another AIM recruit. 
Viewinn, has raised £L5m 
selling half its shares at lOOp 
and is dne to make its dfbut 
on Monday The company has 
the technology that allows 
hotel television sets and tele- 
phone lines to act as informa- 
tion and communication 
terminals providing basin ess- 
men with a spread of ser- 
vices, ranging from ordering 
breakfast to obtaining stock 
market prices. 
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SHARE PRICE DATA 

pliers are in sorting except where 4ateil The yield is last year's dividend, grossed up 
by 30 per cool 0 a percentage of the share price. The pricc/earnings (P/E) ratio is the 
share price divided by last year's earnings per share, excluding exceptional items. 
Other details: xr Ex rights x Ei- dividend ■ Ex-all u Unlisted Securities Martel 
9 Suspended pp Partly Paid pm Nil Paid Shares. Source: FinsuL 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allows you 10 aeons real-time share- prices by phone from Scaq. Simply dial 
0891 123 335, followed by the 4-digit code printed next 10 cadi share. To access the 
latest financial reports dial 0891 1233 followed by one of Uie two-digit codes below. 
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Anyone with a tone-dial telephone can use this serviev . For a detail ed description of 
The Independent Index, including its portfolio facility, phone 089] 123 333. 
For assuuncc. call our helpline 071 873 4375 (fOtam - 5 Jvtprn). 
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sport 


McCloy controversy overshadows forum 


Many thousands of wordswere 
spokn.st yesterday’s British 

- Hprseradng Board Industry 
Committee IWum, about hew 
tfaej sport has. coped with its 
problems in the last year and 
how it is fadngnp to those.which 

- Ee .ah e ad. The- wards w hich 

• to matter; tbough^were- 
those which went nn ^j^ , ; ; ■ 

■ Matthew McCloy t the chair- 
man of the Industiy Committee 
and thus, as one member Of the 
audiencepat it, “the No 2 man 
m ra cing, ignored questions 
firm tfie floor about Ms conduct 
on a recient trip to America for 
the . Breeders’ Cup; annoying 
both his critics ^athose BHB 
managerewho could see scare- . 
fully planned seminar all but go- 
ing to waste. 

; Stat ements of intent regard- 
tog p rize-money T the Tble, the 
fixture list and new technology 
were forgotten as first Guy 
Harwood, of the National 
Trainers’ Federation, and then 
David Gibson,, of the Thor- 
oughbred Breeders’ Associa- 
tion, sought to pin down 
McCtoy about his behaviour 
during and after an American 


Greg Wood on a day of discomfort for 
one of racing's senior administrators 


Airfines flight to New York. Mc- 
Ocy simply declared that it was 
for lunch, and despite a cry 
of “answer” from the trainers' 

. grader, Pwer Cunden, the chair- 
man’s view prevailed, 
v Later, in a statement apolo- 
gising “for any embarrassment 
that Racing may have suffered", 
McCoy acknowledged that (he 
sport has a legitimate interest 
m what occurred in America, 
but that he had taken the view 
that it was a matter for his col- 
leagues on the Committee. He 
also explained that “many of the 
facts of the incident are still in 
dispute and these are being con- 
sidered by my lawyers”: 

Many of the facts surround- 
ing McCloy’s trip to Belmont 
Park are in dispute, but it is dear 
that be amsamed akobol on the 
flight and was subsequently 
handcuffed because the pilot be- 
lieved he posed a threat to the 
plane. FbUowing a 48-hour im- 
prisonment, he pleaded guilty 
to a charge of msorderiy con- 


duct- described by his lawyer 
as “similar to a parking ticket’' 

- in order, McCoy said, to 
“secure my immediate return" 
to Britain. 

McCloy turned up at Belmont 
with a bruised face and told re- 
porters that his imprisonment 
was a result of being mistaken 
for a Jamaican gangster of the 

Same na me , but US rmmixtmtiirq 

officials denied this. 

In the eyes of racing's more 
traditional wing - and to be 
frank, what other wing is there? 

- McQoy needs to clear the air. 

He told reporters later that 
yesterday's forum, held in Lon- 
don, was "neither the time nor 
the place” to protest his inno- 
cence since it would take far too 
long, but he would happily ex- 
plain Ins position to anyone who 
cared to telephone hun. 

Since his constituency was ar- 
rayed in front of him yesterday, 
however, a short statement at 
the start of proceedings - point- 
ing out, if nothing else, that he 


Bank notable for Maguire 


Adrian Maguire, who Has been' 
sidelined by injuries mfflwpiH in 
a pile-np at Ascot on 17 No- 
vember, recorded his first suc- 
cess for a month when Boss’s 
Bank, won the bumper at Tbw- 
cester yesterday. 

The 24-year-old Irishman 
had to pass the racecourse doc- 
tor before riding Buttercup Joe 
into second place in the or ~ 
er. Then, after announcing] 


'self “100% fit and just glad to be 
back in the saddle,” he endured 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
. NAP: Crack On 
{Hereford 12AO) 

NB: Jenzsoph 
(Hereford 3.40) 

a wait of more than three hours 
before his second attempt 


Fortunately, Maguire had an 
armchair ride on the 6-1 chance 
Boss’s Bank to easily account for 
the horse's stable-companion 
Forest Ivory, the even-money 

fWOUiitfc Atari King atsdcfanl tn 

the winner’s trainer, David 
Nicholson, said: “That’s not bad 
for a horse who had a broken leg 
last season. We'D have to look 
hard at the valuable Chepstow 
bumper on Welsh National day.” 




HYPERION 

1230 Almamzar U20 Lord Dorset 130 Joyri- 
uder 220 Forbidden Time 230 Stash The Cash 

320 Sheflas merest * 


L50 


GOING: Good to Firm (Good In places!. 

■ Left-hand course, nndalattngand sharp. Rtm-in 240yds. 

■ Coarse la NW of town an AB13G. ADMISSION: Club EKHTbL- 
ttwaa* £6: Pour* £2. CAR PASS: Members S3, remainder free 


RAFFYARD HOUSE SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2400 added 2m 3f 

1 100022 JUnmSt(23] Mss M UAbsi 4 11 7 Hchani Gorat 

2 25MW SAFARI PABK (17) W Battel 6 11 2 ASSattl 

3 CPO-50 BUTTDflMSUO |B7) Mn V Acolay 4 il 0 P fetid (7) 

4 00 ranjPSf(IHlI)E(17)Maj&owi41lO _ECMatfwi(7) 

5 FQM30 SHARP AT SX (38) T Dyer 5 110 LWyar 

6 OMXJ RETIME PS) 1=14x^4109 PCtotany 

7 1)05300 VtMffiaOESHWCESS tO)BBson4109_BBafi»«(8) 

BEJTWG: 40 Josntoar; 4-1 Safari Path, 7-1 ftyop SateUte, B-l Whtto- 
ftrtMpffcma*. 18-1 Sfavp At Sfc. 18-1 testate, 201 Mflobtaatod 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
L0NG-IHOTAiraiuaWER8:&Bi?Arfib(].50j.SMTtaCMi 
(£AOjaOnl8alfay(12JO}«B« 134m byT-Djerfrora'Qirtefe- 




19 cSVt LUCKY SEVENS AMATHJRS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £2350 2m 3f 

1 U3SP6. MSGMMMt JOE p2)JJ0Tlei5120 — MaaSKmal 

2 232-212 OUHABOS WOT.) L&t6 1113 JfetPihtana (7) 

3 latMVi DBBPOWWOflSOaV 12 11 10- *JfetRCteM7) 

4 msm AlftEKJHB* <U)UaSBanMSU7^KWMn0ft 

5 600220 AUMMZNltl3)N7Wta5117 HoPJoaMO 

6 45-uas ««Al»lW*OTRQj^9U2, NrC Barnard). 

7 SHDUO ORDGMlSrr CU)TO)v9'lQl3_iJfeJOIteGM0to(7) 

8 510053 RXTOHESD (MJ <E) J QronAlD 12 Mr 8 Mm 

9 5OTHX) MO WORD (7) RBanteang l&nVr .;.:?. 1 .- \ Mar (IT " 

10 0012341 BUftHOS (27) 5Q M® S Srt* 5 10 r ; — 8|r P Mmy <7) 

U 00000 HR SUDAN (22) J Safe'S 101 .~l~~i-i-feRDujtoBf7] 

12 65T IBSBraBrKBB4MB£MHawl3iOOJALCDH)aaa(I) 

13 OW535 GONE MWOf (31) MHmmin fl 6 10 0„-MrTNMfater (7) 

Mofttun aelgM: WSL Tn* Mndkapaetfic flora Atop 9ft 20b. 

BETTTNft 5-2 Old Hrilta, 7-2 AMa Ptayar, 8-1 M04 >b 4 > - - - HjfTa 

Ihe End, 10-1 AknaDoar, 12 Daap Oaam, fitaacaBana Job, 14 om. 

GLEBE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS ®£4flOQ 
added 2m 


WESTHORPE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4^000 added 3m If 110yds 

2213-21 RMBBOBITNE (23)LlnnS>7U6 TRaad 

0-WDR6 SHUURN CU)JWU»6U1 X Jones 

m RARSBn HAND (BOlJBBMBnB 110 BHantogn 

SP33-34 SHKWWH1.C20) JOntonS 110 BStaoy 

RUMS SHULSAflR(U)MsSSmn8U0. 


3-20 


Pfil&PF SaUMMSPRMas C23)MsVM»l51013-DPariiar(3) 
-6 declared- 

BETItlG: 4-6 FMritMsa Tta«, 52 StamnB, B-l Sotonan Spitaet, 12- 
1 ShnR Saw, 18-1 ShnBao, 33-1 Fmott Kaad 

iacnl RABV NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
r^l Gj £2,400 added 2m 

i‘ BWr-dWfl J 0unhSL2rl2 : _U Dwyer 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


0CP3Q22 KUMMARTRA QHL (U) (PF) J Pates 5 11 12 -A DobHa 

334264 CMVIlHMniB (H)0N«6119 DPMtawd) 

02S2-54 SttSH TOE CASH (2^TDyor4U8 Pitas 

060 nNSSO(20| Mktaa0w4 117 Dfljme 

OP-064 CUHNrSPEECH (7)MHGUUy4U4 LWyer 


TO MBNJEPOCH (20) FMsptyfi 114. 
.033- Jeo0RCET(33qCFMrrua3U0. 
066 8UEDOIMH(36)RO^i4110. 


.U Faster 


415-2S1 SALMAN ' (27) tn>) Ate V Man 9 11 7 — JMMM- 

143454- ANOnBWinjRE d«QFU«|fy5110J)iRHm8kn 

40-5066 BOOHD5 pi)FWak»6310 —01 

334-132 BRUITS DQJQtT (IQ (BRR Alan 7U0. 

112000- FWTDSeSBt (300) CThootol 6 110 PCaHony 

325216- KltWNO-NO (211) MHomnl 6H0^UrC9nBMr(3) 

65111-6 LOHPDOBCa (M) I Ctaton 5 11 0 B Storey 

AJ6029 MACCONACHE (B32) M DodsSUO JIM 

5P0-333 HetEAMB(27)CWIJWIS0n511O 
004-10F' OIDME »JCa*5110 


1 
2 
3 
J 

5 

6 
7 
B 
9 
M 

11 SPBS- 50 SHWSHOM ALABAB (15) B Efe»n 7 11 0 _JB HarM« (3) 

12 0004 SIRDNBBUK (B7)JVHb 5U0 — : JUaoaa 

13 4111-flJ IMlSIHMAB (XI) m MTbdhuAB 7 11 0 ROanKty 

-Utectowl- 

BOTOIfc 9-4t*aTato^« BiM DeRTM, M DaM IWI Bai lb 

Sana, 7-1 MaaMto-No, 10-1 Anrtiar Vaohae, 12-1 ctMn 


UUD WHAWVIlAN(iqRMan410U S lAeknaa [7] 

11 060425 1USUM»OHAUCE(U)(BF)JGaae7U)9 .FPfenaftd) 

12 W62S> UKWCBIE 03) Mo Tlfcknesamr 5106 _jG U pkn 

13 000006 BttERA (B) R Cia0p 7 10 B B Storey 

14 600 WAMOABO 07) tOBamn 4 103 BtbnfagP) 

-lAdadHWl- 

. BEngtt 46. May, BOH toa n Hua BM, 6-1 State IhattoMii 8-1 Caay- 
taaaanaMOiantoeal, Canant5paete, 12 My Haafty Man, 14 aOian 


3^0 


BOVRLE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£3J50 added 2m 3f 

1 30630-1 SIBAS WUOREST (10) N Mason B 11 10 -J5 Hmnth (7) 

2 22F412 JUnCHLFBD (U) NTtekr6 114 M Dwyer 

3 26MB5 NOSIH HIDE (g) (Q U Bamas 10 ID 12 PW*®« 

4 431P22 RWS RED (20) A Frog 9 10 9 PMdougWta 

BEnm 10-11 Sbefas MRnwst, 6J ftw Red, 7-2 AaflcW FMd, 8-1 
North PHte’ 



HYPERION 

Ji30 Eyerset U00 Montane 130 Mr Nevenmlnd 
ZOO HOMELAND (nap) 230 Khya 3JX) Strafe 
Legacy 3.30 Four Of Spades 


10 000006 PSnBTOS (UBt (20) S EaPB 4 B 3 CIMUarB 

11 000000 GRSHeOUSHRr d^OWban 4 83 (. fiaiteto (5) 9 

12 IRVIE IMIHisiareion 3 8 2 SSaodanll 

-12 


BBIH4B: S-4 Mr H ai nwntml . 3-1 Sweet Seypoala, 4-1 Pwctag Heart. B- 
2 HonSc DoS, 7-1 Triple, 14-1 Ur KacBey, 2S F^rtsofii Ryer, 33 attars 


GOING-. Standard. STALLS: 1m- meatier Tanafarier-fastife. 
DKAW ADVANTAGE. None. ■ ■ 

■ LdUand coarse. Comse is SB of toon on B2028. Ungndd 
adjoins coutse. ADMSSDKWt Mejnbers 512, TittowHs 
58; SOv-er EtoR SI. CAR PARK: dub 23: remainder free. - - 


ZOO 


SIS 


AB] 


BUNSEKBD eEBST njt& Pertmjw Fiynr [1 Blmc Ad«v. 
latte C239X Fbcrnff (vta ored, 3 JJ). 

WINNKKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Nanr. 
LONG-IHSTANCE RENNERS: Second Coloa» (1Z30) has been 
sou 2K> mfles by MrsM Beveley from Ungtele, Owdand; Doable 
(2.00), MOaderte (3.00) A Field Of Vtok» (330) am. 
270 m flo. ty M Johutaa from MMiflriimn. Nor* YaAtetre. 


EASAL NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2VO lm (AW) 

145218 DOUBLE DMM0M) pS) U Jollisffin 9 7 TIHoal 

056421 ARCRC ROWHCER (18) (C) G Lems 8 12 _S Wbttwcrti B 

0630 aUEFUfEH (3)(BRRk«ain 713 09005 

“ “ - --- flBanM3 

JfCaMa7 
JIAdamal 
IQeiaaS 


510352 H0UEUWd^(D)TJHa«ni711. 

25020 AIR0BA88LE (S| R Hamm 7 10 

BCB5U2 BXRt HteBHT (13) D Bnrdt Dtots 7 £L_ 
04305 SKOBKS (2S)iRaGaald7 7. 


16641 PBM£DRBCr{lfi(0)KUeAt«Se7 7 DWrtdCd|4 

-SdMhaad- 

MHmun welgK Jat ?*l toe ftanofcap netfa: ftw* Dtea Tst 56. 
BOWia; 7-2 Arctic Romancer, i-imobeHttn, 5-1 People Dtrect, Knwio- 
taad, llr2 Duabto Dfonond, 61 Bath KoltfH, 8-1 elhm 


12-30 


BROOKN1GHT GUARDING CLAIMING 
SOKES (CLASS E) (DIVI) £3300 lm(«0 

1 513-221 EtfERSET (32® (O A Way 7 9 7 B *8*P)4 

2 am® SeoaNDCOUXMS CIMP08R»teMRa«t%693 

' — ___ — , a PaMa (5) 9 - 

SBBWBEPO(COBR MR^6B3 JtateM 
(807) J Wte S 8 13 PPMtophgrfB)? 

Ca«3WI(20|(CC|TM*l38U WNMM6 

IS] (COJRHcflna*®) 68 7 ^__Flyate(7)l 

jwiCOJROSteBnlDar A OateU 

mtete Hamm m 386 L^JI1Mb2 

loom DBSmwiSt (24)iBo^r385_ -JQtealD 


o On] KERSTEN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
*^1 STAKES (CLASS F) £3jS50 2Y0 7f (AW) 


00 HWM0STd9)SvMadLpiB5catt90 

000 HJUSEVF (34) GL Moore 90 

HAPPHRAmiBI C Muray 90 _ 
60 VUCNOIE (1B7) N Grahan 90 . 


C fetter 2 

-SMteorihG 

M TCOtMtt 9 

ll 



0 NECOueMCVJEWa. eua)KMcAtefe8 9-Dnitttd)7 

Q2D AJUEM3BABE(2QPCte89 IQuln>8 

64 GRSIGSM (JQSMtems89 JTUa3 

00 WMOBTOTSIOCAL M HCtfiv0BmBBNn89^9todeis4 

060 WAX (82)Ca*y89 C fetter H 

-9 ‘ 



[ LONDON CAR HRE AMATEUR. RDERS 
1 HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3^50 lm2f (AW) 

433235 

-2 346310 SBBflgNS mao’ (ST) Bofc Jonre 3 3110 —-- . . 

3 26M00 MOOS* g3) BUtegyn -* ^j^lSSL” 

6 naiiffl.iiwi.poir 

tumS swsk - 

u 400400 s«is pgDAittaiw3 7D8 — 

14 600600 rHMCW®(aj)f(PramA997 M*BFaaoote(7)T 

-lAdadatn- 

61». 


1 M0001 SaBSTSWWBRI 

I ^S^^p7J^IteS»vte*s5a9 — V5WfeylO 

5 rnoS SggS AAfcflhaaB 


1 

2 

3 

4 
.5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


BEnMBE ±L4 fennoat, 86 Btoa Adatahk, 4-lTteya. 11-2 Oran feat, 
B-l BatfteH 7-1 Iten Note, 12-1 A tcwa ncyJ—al. IB-1 " 


SIFFIV RE-CYCUNG HAMMCAP (CLASS F) 
£3^50 added 2m (AW) 

1 351008 AN100(24)JPBBioa3 911 0 »to nhreA9 

2' 130321 .OOUR8ME(lQ(CO)J8lieetian7BlO iqatoaU 

3 304433 KHIBAA (35) (QROStteV 599 WVtood«3 

4 J . 000660 MROOnmHC6(lDS) |C) UsaBSandoi 598JVNMBM8 
5 008022 CHEZCAIAUN(BB)(B^RAeluit496 — SSaatfanll 

8 206301' 4UEST A11IAHCE (15)(CO)AMoae396 ACfek2 

7 200220 CtBlMEMH (79) G Ute» 4 9 3 S«Mte0rth6 

8- g4044 8WCT8t£CWr(aBPAituPi««BBl JFEfea7 

iD 223604 IOaG01FUDYOT«^TJ»M*in3812 

TMAey(7)M 

u ooo«K omaEaaRE(iDmcnjKk«U89 itei 

12 320CB0 ALC0BNEW (73)KCuw9BrtHkiMn384J>lM0ft(9)5 

13 540015 MBHBAMEM (CD) MJONHBfl 583 -IMto»4 

14 126004 JUXS OF FWC (18) RHolml«M 38 1_F tinted) 10 

-Mdbdnd- 

BETTIN& 11-4 CcfaridAlB, 44. Ch«z Catelan, 6-1 Uitiiaa, 6-1 Baett N- 
toaKa, B-lEnheas Fateasy, 10-1 ChucMestoaa, 12-1 othacs 

LADBROKEALL-WEATHffl TROPHY HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS E)£4y400 added 7f «W) 

200023 RJIBOFSIMeSmjaBP&w^lflO. 

2 65-1300 

3 '600444 

4 .142002 

5 166060 » 

B 113030 WWAMEWNWE WP)PHwine39n^^fea4 

7 M322D FED Of VWON pW^UJolreaxi 59 8_nWfea«sl2 

8 (03300 lVMMPWtt(T9)nTJWud«n794.TMAfeyP)U. 

9 0C00C0 ROBEllION Pfi)DArtothnol494 SUMnmttiB 

.10 O409» ROCWSAOta (S7)GMBgHon3ei ACtekB 

a 314000 ■eEMWMT(7^]fln6enftl3B13 HWJfaU 

12 000153 raHTHNCK 08) (CD) R flow 4 8 10 OK# 7 

13 SOOOOO quwaMAHIIlBjq^HJrti Jones 786J>Wrtdt«8 

aenjNC 7-2 CVtM HeWas, &a Four 01 spadm, 11-2 Port Kan, 8-1 
FMd Of VWna, 7-lVftulM, 8-1 teweadan, 9J RutteDoa. LM otttor* 




OBUftP Cato 3913. 
(UHCNAMneBSU AhfaBtaafi 


CZOPDJRI 

C0MT39U. 


17912-3 Sndanl 

_C0wy«2 


seems to have been the victim 
of over-reaction by the airline 
concerned - might have de- 
fused the situation and allowed 
the real business of the forum 
to continue uninterrupted. 

Now. attention will rum to a 
forthcoming election for an In- 
dustry Committee representa- 
tive on the BHB Board, which 
McCloy had been expected to 
win without opposition. The 
Committee represents a di- 
verse but significant collection 
of interests, from vets and auc- 
tioneers to Lrainers, owners 
and stable lads. The breeders’ 
and trainers’ representatives 
seem lo take a particularly dim 
view of the incident, and may 
now field a candidate against 
McCloy. Defeat would be a sav- 
age blow for the committee 
chairman, who is bard)' six 
months into his four-iyear ap- 
pointment. 

What the BHB would have 
much preferred the audience to 
focus on was a series of brief- 
ings on the state of the game. 
The good news included a rise 
in owneiship. continuing success 
for the owners' sponsorship 


initiative and a serious com- 
mitment to work in tandem with 
(he betting industry to the max- 
imum benefit of' both sides. 
Principal concerns are the con- 
tinuing effect of the lottery on 
betting turnover, the an- 
nouncement by the Levy Board 
on Wednesday night ot a £5ra 
cut in expenditure, and the on- 
going delay in the BHB’s stat- 
ed aim of acquiring control of 
the Tote. 

Technology also seems likely 
to play an increasing role on the 
turf, including a new* electron- 
ic imaging system to reduce 
the decision-time after a photo- 
finish. Many punters will regret 
its introduction if it removes the 
chance to bet on photo-finishes, 
though environmentalists will be 
delighted since the chemicals 
currently used in developing 
prints are so toxic that they may 
soon be illegal. 

It is also hoped that trainers 
wifi be “on-line" in the near fu- 
ture, allowing the BHB and 
Wealherby's, racing’s day-to-day 
administrators, lo carry out 
many tasks electronically which 
currently require post," fat or 



McCloy: untfcr fire yesterday Photograph: Adam Scott 


phone. Declarations, entries, 
jockey bookings and handicap 
ratings are among many tasks 
which may soon be performed 
electronically. The scheme also. 


of course, summons images of 
crusty old trainers attempting to 
join the computer age when 
they have only just learned how 
to change a light bulb. 


HEREFORD 


2.10 


CARAWAY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £3,800 
added 2m Penalty Value £2£06 


1240 Crack On 
1-ID Ebullient Equkiame 
1AO HtgMown Cavalier 
210 River Levan 


HYPERION 
240 Eulogy 
3d0 Church Law 
340 Corrin HBI (nta) 


1 113123 HRST CENTURY (23] iMtffyr Moux Airnonsl M Ape 6 12 0 0 


- 

51-13P1 

22HMO 

SOPHISM (USA) (14) iCJ Lam&i It f*e S U 9 

Jario Evans 








e 

CCCG-12 RWS7 LEVS) (14) [R E Bnnuuvtni D GandcOo 6 10 9 - 

. .. . J Leahr 


GOING: Good (Good to Sod in places). 

■ Rigt&tand course wtoh iiOOj-rf rtm-tn. 

■ Course is N of ray on A4B. Hereford station lm. ADMISSION: Club £9; TaumaJla 
S& Course S4. CAR PARK: Free. 


41P-32S DAHM CHANCE (32] (Dj (BF) '& Smell R Hucgs 9 ID 4 

52-6003 FICHU (USA) (17) flte Ucia Itaanfcj Mis L Rictoos 7 103 

-I8M- 


-Alkay 


JIRkftteds 


SIS 


RACfHQ 


■LEADING TRAINERS WITH RDNNBR& II Pipe — :W «nnnc»* from 98 runners Eives 
a MnM ratio or 30.M and B prom to a 41 kvd sake of £ 19.64 : N IVfeton- Davies 
— 20 winners, 7 1 runners, CB.2%, +S30.0Q: K BaOry — 1 3 wnrners. 73 runners. 20-itt, 
+SI&S3; N Htodoito — 13 winners, 36 runners, SOJV%, +Sf£1.34. 

■ UADING JOCkkik R Dmnroody — 21 winnm, 75 rides, 28*k. +Sli.4S; D Bridg- 
water — 2J wiraxTS, 104 rides, 20J%, +SXI.M; C Llewellyn — I {i winners, 5B rides. 
28.4411, +S4.70: A P McCoy — la winners, 46 rites. 20.1V +SU7.92. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Copperimrat N.4UI has been sent 306 irate by W Kemp 
Dora Duns, Borders. 


7o~7nl THYME MADEN HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV I) £2800 added 
2m If Penalty Value £2^74 

BUff ClANCY {Ms C Load R Fnw 6 11 5 J Frost 


BETTViG: 9-4 Rst Century, U4 RMsr Lawn, 11-2 Paget, 6-1 Sophism, 13-2 Mr President, 10-1 
Don Owes. 14-1 Fietw. 20-1 Kashv. 

1994: Menus Stsn Songe 11 10 A Tor/ 71 (P Hoogesl U rari 
FORM GtRDE 

SopMsre nss Australian cnamptor Jarrae Evans, on board ogam after their comlonaMe win 
from stabtemaie Sovereign Niche (David Bndgwaied ai Eifter last time. Although that was 
onty a seder and Sooh&n has gene up 9ft). he was having only Ms second race aver fences 
at Exeter ard might have m pro* mere in Mm. Bndfjvater's mourn mis bme is First Cen- 
tury, a respectable thud io Fne Ctncord when toKmg on experienced handiuppers at i^iep- 
sow lest orr« out U a ddficiit to be confident about the otnere malting the most of trie 
weight they get tan the mo Pipe runners - m RIVER LEVEN’s case because he races over 
fences for the first bme. Ram Leven does look »eS in at these weights, though, as he's 610 
lower over fences ihan he was when wimir ^ a nonce nandieap hutee at VUtncamon. Smce 
then, he has run another good race when ctiasng home Hbghlown Cavaner at Eteier. Mr 
President should ftjjjre more prominently In lies handicap than he has done n two tougher 
novice chases at Chepstow, while Paget is not easfy ignored even tnoufji he has unseat- 
ed Ms nder both starts since comng tan Ireland. Paul NlchoHs and Tony McCoy teamed 
up to land a treble at Newton Abbot on Monday. Selection: RIVER LEVEN 


1-32 OMCKON tw (PR PeppM) P Hobbs 5115. 


IV OBOON Ml (80Q OMDr HI ftttneohpl R Ddet 7 11 S . 
IMWnr 0) MeClte 0 MoCtot 5 u s. 


_GMcCoort 
jlMemflUi 
__DI 


1- OORDON (328) (M«C N Pnl R Btetwam 4115- 
IV arniEMMAlD 1604) Uoms Budsy) h BMcy 6 11 5 . 


L Harvey 

-J Osborne 


0 NEWS FROH MAB (44) (OKtaaphef Smdej Brasher) Mn 5 Wflarro 4 11 5 A Tory 

4- PHCnC POWBt (47^ ICtn^ 1 Itontg (1994] Ltd) A James 5 11 5 WMsStoa 

PBaOUSFUGHriRHtlinAJJ3nBnyUVMte4115 MHteanb 

3P POTTBTS BA!f (41) (Mrs! E Potter) Dfetascn6 115 A Maguire 

SCOTTISH BMBI IWBam j Vetfl P Webber 7 11 5 JiBefemy 


31/52- tteKTIMOO (279) lifts Ma^r« Tuner) N Heroerson 6 11 5 . 
2W WEZD (23) (K Waelol B Paftng 5 11 5 . 


-MARttgenSd 
- B I 


BEITINte 6-2 Crete 0 b, 4-1 MtaHateab, 11J Potter's Bay, 10-1 Gordon, Pardons P6f$t, 12-1 tet- 
tenMld.Wtzw, 14-1 Scotfite Bamiri, 18-1 troMCtycnoo, 20-1 othare 
1994: no cuueapuning race 

FORM GUDE 

A Nanonai Hun Hat winner at Uttmatw tea season, CRACK ON loahs capable of vwnreng 
at ttte sort of trip after finishing soujnc to Can Equname at Saixtovn a ftvtnr^s agp. An 
otwtous danger - provided he Is not badly In naed of the run - ta Wtaattataob, who passed 
the postSret at Sondown In March only to be but back to second for hampering Foodbro 
her Star. Having shown slats of aWity at Ayr. when trained by Gordon Rtehanis. Potter^ 
Bay tan way betow espectationa In the Chepstow race won l?y General Crack. Potter's Bay 
was second ftMxaite n a field of U5 at Ctwpstow and can be 0ven another chance here. 
It is abnofit 11 months ten* Gordon won Its NH Flat race at Cattanck tor Chits Thornton 
but Perttoos PRght shojd be fit from the Flat, the problem being he's best at seven fur 
tongs or a mile and his stamra mt®n be suspect over jumps. Se l ection: CRACK ON 


| 0 aa | COWSLIP SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m 
if Penalty Value £1,982 

002505 MICANIE (20) lAtar WinsJameyi 0 McCan 8 11 7 DMoCtel 

12-3FF5 HttJONO (10) iS P rntali S Mekr 5 11 7 N Man 

-E3D54 KAIZAH (USA) (10) items Deaccnl A Carol 10 11 7 .A P McCoy 

£260 JUfflOB (48)(D) rtionari i ipeamgSll / DBmftftotcr 

OKS 0 AHCAIOOS (2<q (0 M Lfayd) 0 Uchb 8 11 2 __ ... _BFentnn(5» 

M21fP- BLUSW«S1M(424) IRA B Brasseyt J Peaac* 8 112 — JNMareton 

500PO-4 (MHCE ON SGCPBtCE CZ1) <P C BupssJ i PfcadXt. 7 II 2 RBdtany 

3 243 32 BHOGY (HQ (13) (tr&peff Lnrmfj K Bute 8 11 2 Alaraa te(3) 

OC32DO HU1MG THE (27) iB Seal) Mn L RiJotns 4 ll 3 M tfichenh 


V0UN8 TYCOON (NZ) (A M DartngmrU Mrs J RmtaBwins 4 U 5 . 
500- DMCSIG BAREFOOT (26Q [Donald C Tuctert D C Tucher 6 U 0~_ 

* LDMCERA Ms Suas 0U) R Aker 5 11 0 

-Ml 


R Beans 

I Baths (7) 
tJatoHMlS) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

E 

7 

8 
9 
ID 

U 6PPS4-3 PERSIAN BUD 190 (The Btowrgsww Pannersh®) J Bosley ? n 2. 

12 4^4002 1DNPS NBT (111 (E A hbyuodl J ll Defer 5 11 2 

13 200P 22 WHmaONttrcni (BF1 iThe B*je Cl»p Grapl C Efpnon 5 11 2 _ . 

14 ocypp-oo PACffTC SPMT till (M T^EI M TatE 5 10 U 

15 00 PUIM RtNCY (22) (Mis l C Wefchi R Fma 7 10 11 

16 000-41F SABffl. £20) (Peter saol T George 51011. 


0040 MM PEN RAI (16) rfl T Sercontel R Hodga 7 11 2 ■ 


_T Dmranba (5) 

MBodey 

RJobraonO) 

lOttome 

Dfefegker 

Jftost 

.TJetes 


UJ0 


THYME MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV B) £2^00 added 
2m If Penalty Value £2,374 

AlWTO EXPRESS (Ms Saar Storensi C Eserem 5 U 5 II 


5 BM2E0F0AK(USA)(17)(EAHm«ad)JMaBdIey4ll5_ 
BOmANHARMONf MsSCHaRwri MckC Jtensey 5 115- 
0 BB0NV BLAZE M (a CUi (Racng)i C Wtoman J 11 5 


1313- SUDBir BQIMAME P37) (Lym Wtsoni N HendBtson 4 115.. 
RM stautra (D J Caw) D Cam 7 ll 5 . 


-JtJBtaBMP) 

DGetofJicT 

A Tory 


-ISdadmd- 

BETDN8: 7-2 tMtAabOteM, 9-2 EMogy. 5-1 Thill'S MU. 8-1 Lwreomad JuniM. 8-1 Kabad, 10-1 
ErUng, 14-1 Alcanta, Mat Pan Rai, Persbn Bod, 18-1 others 
1994: Duggan 7 ll 0 A P McCty EM (P Eranfl 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

In previous races this season. LAWNSWOOD JUNIOR has been nctoen by an inerpenenced 
contennat or an amateur, so he might benefit tan the stronger handing of DaiAd Bridg- 
water. Being bach n a seller should also help, as he was second to the re-form Fa»y Park 
at Worcester and Northern Starlight at Taunton re das grade in the autumn. Front-running 
Eriktae has been a bit dtsapporeong srece his comeback third to Sflure York at Worcester 
Out he « another poudMity now he drops into a seller, and it ring* be unwrae to write oft 
Katearl, awn though he s a 10-year-otd who has gone a tong time without a win. hatran 
was a dozen lengths re tail of Erl tong i9H> better) in a Hufflregdon cfaimer won by Barney s 
Gift and ootid stil be on the way bach bearing in mnd he missed all of last season and 
most of the one before waL Eulogy seems a cor astern sort and should be thereabouts, 
along with WMtebrmneL white Tony's Mst has a bngTver chance than most and ran Scvr- 
PoOaKlh to a length m a 15-nmer ciatmer at Ludlow 11 days ago. if ras record on the Flat 
is arty 9nde. he wil not mind the softer ground. Selection: LAWNSWOOD RINIOR 


3JjO 


HONEY MOUNT (PtU Grew) N VMa 4 u 5 . 


ru. BE BOUND (The C R PonnershpU' 'tusGon4115 — 

O' LAD BMXBEN (821) IS 5u* .au«5115 

43/ NORDIC MME (7911 ft* .asyl P Kobbi 5 U 5 

0 RINA MARA (37 KCftM SUffsd Mis S WManwA 11 5_ 
SHWMMZ (Fto&o TltettoateKl UMaS W Mur ID U 5 _ 

ODD SlEADIf BABIBi (U) (Rr^r Atoqfi R AtSOp 5 11 5 

006 BETHS WBH (IQ £M Pnce) G Pl» 6110- 


_A P McCoy 
_6 Bradey 


-Pater HoUn 
SMcMH 


0- PWWTO CORNBt IP R Vte«HT 1UO 

TNS1AL m BR antes) WGM Turner AUO. — 
-IE declared - 


— MrMRM 
DMa 
-X Danpmy (7) 
^...-JLThonteto 


BETIMQ: 8-4 BdM Eqrin™, B-l Nndc Mae, 13-2 AmMI Express. 8-1 Bb» Of Oak, Hooey 
Monti. ID-1 Sbatwraz. IB-1 FtoeStelker.n Be Bond. 20-1 others 
1994: no conreponding race 

FORM GUDE 

EBULLIENT EQUtNAME mWtt warn more of a stamma test In Dme but he sn'l highly tried 
on his first start tor Nidi Henderson after being bou&H out of Don Eddy's yard for 30.00Qffs. 
Nortec Mine tost raced wer hurtles n Ireland beck in the autumn of 1393 but he snowed 
obttty on the Fbi mb yew, wtnrtng at Woharhampton lAWI, and cotid be bah fit and sharp 
enoufji to beat the matarity of these. Rated h0ier than Northc Mine on the level, and sue 
to be pretty fit. are Sbatramaz. although he was also entered m the seller here, ana Ttodel- 
TaL from a yard that had two wtoreta and a second at Hereford and Easier on Werrasaay. 
A wfimer of two Flat races for Alec Stewart as a three-year old. Hooey Mount is nor as 
goo d at four If his test wo runs are anything id gp by, but Blaze Of OaK didn't run badly 
m Newcastle - finishing fifth of 18 behind Tijmooto - and worid time a saueak if he couto 
Improve a ItOe on thsL Selection: EBULLIENT EQUINAME 


COMFREY MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 
If UOytls Penalty Value £3JB20 

(MOP-7 ARCTIC RH» (21) ia Sarewt) S ftwfcsfia* 8 U 5 1 

006/ 8ADBURT PRINCE (£339) (C Cnrievl Me J flerww-Bamns 9 11 5 R 

06044.3 BAU7MGYR S4) (Mr, Ftasanary havan^il S Meta 6 11 5 

00643-5 BK ARTHUR (21) (BF) (Loo Veseyi 0 Nctokon 6 11 5 

0523 CHURCH LAW (15) (Mb L Tsvtod Mra L Taytor 8 11 5- 


_NI 


500000 COUNIRr PARSON (8) iMapr H P M Wrorl J McCcmoctw 6 11 5 . 

JIALMN MW (Mss Barbara Uuepny) G Chartes-Jonas 7 ll 5 

iKO&F UMUTNQ MfSSftE (33) iftrar Ortonfl R Dckm 7 U 5 

42-3453 M flWM M A SALE [13) IR L ScOftWI N R MgtftM 7 11 5 


— AUaOikv 
R5wpto 


2 PUBES HU1 (171 IE DW9w«e)KBafleySU5 

5 TEATRADER (29) ® Seal) MnLnchaQs9 115 . 


MF VMLLTS DREAM (10) ICsrHor. Wighd A James 6 11 5 . 


WUWEffS SPORTS iTeny Wtonar Soonsi P Hottc 6 U 5 


BPowbR 

C Maude 

-JOteome 

JIMteanb 

-DlJBfey 

. A P McCoy 


1-40 


CLOVES CONDITIONALS NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2400 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £ 1£40 

G / SPURTS FAUJ (606) fldniach ItacngCUn PEcdes5 120. Munedadb Ktey 17) 


IHDPa' COUNTWFL9ffl(575)lAJCflcrafl'KJLVtsrftniLGConre5 7110 MrLtoftord 

PEPPSTNTK»NEajreLlotoWe60enPWett»5n G McCflrat 

K!5P2 HMR FUHKR (IS} fSour? 3nax) A Caron 7110 JIDrals 

-IS derived - 

BETma 11-4 Price’s HB, 7-2 Bg Arthur, 5-1 Ttanert Dream, 6-1 PenrasN Tbitw, 7-1 Arctic Rad, 
10-1 Bni raftT, Cbucfa Lae, 12-1 War Bower, 14-1 Hamm Cate, IB-1 others 
1994: no cttresponcutg race 

FORM GUIDE 

Price's HBI has wtiai it takes to wn a wee chase over three ntles-pfus if ms dose sec- 
ond U> Beaurepaire al Fonbvefl o anyibing to gc- by, tut n mignt b e wonh relying on an- 
other Irish pomt-w-pomi winner, the fi«- jrear-r*J mare. PEPPWN THYME. Site is with 
Paid Webber, whoso first winner as a trainer was another former pointer. Cropredy Lad at 
Newbuy. The stabie seems m 1 st form, havng wn both NH Flat raws at Doncaster last 
weekend. Yet another pomt-to-pormer to constoer is Phihp Hobbs's Warner's Sports, wno 
stxmcd pronssefrorrijust two runs in the spring. Warner's Sports looks as thcufji he is ex- 
pected to make Us presence left. A iveS- beaten lain beUrw Jason's Br^ in a novice hand- 
icap at Bangor. Rig Arthur can improve tor the outing and the experience and may do better 
now mere re more emphasis on sta-rane. Selection: PEPPEFfN THYNE 


020022- NEMT0F8mN(44fB fA&ctoonl PBM3n5 11 ID. 
OP-5431 H8HTTOW CAHUJffl (1^ Mss R Dobsni R Hoc^s 4 11 4 . 

000-5 SORCBE (98) (M Hennques) 6 Btelng 4 11 4 

FP6132 COPraHLRST (13) (W Karap) W kemp 4112 


50PPP- MNlfORD MADAM (210) (R Haeler) R HteAer 5 ID 9 — 

05P-42 OOU1B. 0017(17) Store HcUsrlRDcftn 4 ID 7 

PIF4U3- EMBLBf BUOY BBS) IMs Hecoher Bare) i Mdkre 7 ID 6- 
0364-24 EZACOMM (13) (M R Clart*) D Grotfitv 6 ID 6 . 


O) 

m 

(7) 

(7) 


3-40 


OCfO- cane RBB (224) nj Parrots Me HPatloo 510 e- 

2223AM HUUO MARY DOLL {18) (ftoutfi Jumpenl S Ueto 6 10 4 . 

0050F RMXD CARDUE (11) IS B Han&| M Tate 7 10 3 

IWPO CEUK IMO CU) (T Monon) T Marui 8 ID 0 

-Udectered- 


JtoMpffttfrasDD) 

— S Oram 

.6 Catte (5) 

JHeeby 


.ftbte Webb (6) 
— RMasaayp) 


ROSEMARY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3^00 added 
2m If Penalty Value £2£82 

341132 VIHMARD ARUM (21) (D) (Arenw SUw) K flute 9 11 ID A Lama te(3) 

410130 SOUTHAMPTOI (7) (D) (Hgr»)esj G ELXdne 5 11 7 A P McCoy 

00311-0 HOSmZWTT^ &81J W(TteF1ri.PaWiecJ PHet^.5 U7 Mncfireds 

60134=5 JBOSOPH 05) m BF) iSuueiset T«oi P H«w 4 ll 3 ... Peter Hotto 

P32D10 HAWAflAN SAM (18) fRotbear K ftcsetn A Turd 5 10 13 IKwwty 


Urtnura metgTt 10a. True- ftandfcep we^it OAic Knd 9sf 6a. 

BEnwB: IM Cavtear, 4-1 Coppartont, 6-1 Heart Of Spain. 7-1 Sordere. 8-1 Hufio Mray 

□afl, 10-1 tacorato, 12-1 Catamel Cod, 20-1 otbere 
1994: no coirepmfing race 

FORM GUIDE 

Sontere'a iu nrung-on flfm behind Pontamoteu at Worcester suggests she has what it lakes 
to win a race and she wouldn't be the first xo come good when switched to a handicap. 
She la dttacult to ignore even thou0i she hasn't raced for three months. There is less douM 
about the fitness of another mare, HUUO MARY DOU_ whose fourth of IS behind Cawar- 
ra Lad in an amateus' handtoep at the last meeting was a big Improvement mi her come- 
bedt run at hempton. The one aha has to beat is probably Coppertmrgt, who has run wed 
both starts since her shock Win In a seller at Ay i. She trawls all the way from Berenciemne. 
H lg fatowp Gaoler £ only 3ftj h^ier m me handicap than he was when giving today's rid- 
er, Jfty Hams, «a first winner In a race of this soft at EMtfir a fwtn®ft ago- He tooks bet- 
tar than Colonel Colt, whose recent second at Fomwea was over fences, and EmMey Bony, 
whose chose «rtn here last term was m a weak event. Selection: HULLO MARY DOLL 


3-50031 HOJOE (IB) (CD) (S Hot G TarUw 5 10 7 SFeatteB) 

7 033514 CfiRHM HU1 (23) (CD) Bob FiDOflial R Hoqjs 8 10 1 TDascoabs (5) 

B IDO- SEVBtN GALE (354) (R M Ftiftpsi F Joioan 5 10 1 BPcmeA 

9 045001 fflOJECTS MATE (31) (CO) H L Brawnj R Burra 8 100 RJotetson(3) 

-0 riedamd- 

Miihnin hg^iL' 10a Trap narafcap negnc Rqeas Mate Bsr 12» 

BETTING: 11-4 W lu d ara d Mom, 4-1 Jonzropft 9-2 ItamAwi Sam, 9-1 Bouttwrapton, 13-2 Hostile 
Witness, 10-1 Ho-Jne, 11-1 Corrin HB, 12-1 Sewn Gtee, 20-1 Pro)enrs Hate 
1994: Lumurta Days 3 IP 3 J Radon 33 1 IM Meadei 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Having her first nai of the season, end her firs sew amwig from Ireland. JEN2SOPH kxihed 
ail set to get naked m the firth at Cheltenham a month agp but fell at dw second test 
Ihgnt. leaving the my dear lor Windward Ariom to hold on tan Raryo. A beaten ftwoiaite 
m a mares' hancficap at tAAndsH aflerwords. Jenzsoph can be fjven a chance to make up 
for that tumble at Cheltenham. Wn Award Aram has run wen both starts since cnertermam 
and must take the beabng here. He ra dosdy malched mm Southampton on Newbiay 
running behind Eskimo Nei. Southampton must put behind Ham a befcw-par erton 

at Ctwirenham test Fridays Two and a halt mil as m soft ground at Worcester probably found 
out HawaBrei Sam on his latest start Reteovery k0Wy raced, he can improve more than 
tha rest of these. Ho-Joe and Corrin HBf both won seliert. the test Dme they ran here 

Sele cti on: JENZSOPH 


RACING RESULTS 


SOUTHWELL 

LOO; L WALKING TALL fT J Mupty) 5- 
1; 2. Desert Brave 25 -1; 3. Geoeraf Crack 
9-4 ft far. 9 ran. 9-4 ft (tor Foxtrot Romeo 
I4thl. Vi, 2'A. a McGovemt. Tote: £7 JO; 
tL60, £ara £LO). OuH Forecasc CSJ5Q. 
CSF: £90.17. Trkc £70.00. 

L30C 3. FTB7CE 0 RaiBn) 11-2; Z Ear- 
ly Makar 7-2: 8. ChadiaWa cangar 15^ 
8 tor. 7m M. 3tA. U Janta*). 1«K £8J0: 
£240. £1.60. DF: £15.90. CSF; £22.54. 

2iXXl.JWAAD(ECafi0ten) 14-l:2.Sfct- 
am «n>oy 7-1; 3. AlBStei Heir 8-1. 9 rm. 
gwi fair vtoaoy RtOer. Vi. 1- W Nonnn). Tote: 
f23550; £3.00. £2.50, £2.00. DFi £7530. 
CSF; £S&4L Tncssc £7£&02. TMcc £6R«L 
130: L PEBUV1AN GAI£ (ftdtaa) OiesU 

7 - 2 ; 3 . Jbeoa'c Boy 100-30: 3- LyowGoM 

8- L ID ran. 3-1 four Group Hat V?. 9. (Mrs 

5 Smith). Tote: £4.20: £1.30. £1.40. 
£3.90. DF: £7.10- CSR £15.69. Trleast 
£82.04. Tna £87J30. 

3.00: L LJUHWS UJflD (A P MtXtoy) 5- 
2 ; 2. BMfanl Bay 33-L 3- SwrtftUi LZ-L 
• ran. 5-4 fav Easby Joker (Wft. 5, 30. (P 
Mcretos). TWK £170; IX ID, £SACl DF; 
£278-30. CSF: £44J20. 

L30: 1. SIMPLY 1A P McCoy) 5-1; 2- Mr 
Moriarty 2-5 far; X Tristan's Comet 12-1 

6 mil 2. 25, (7 McGovern). Tote: £5.90; 


£220, £120. DF: £2.40. CSF: £7-35. 
Racapob £139.00. Quadpob 0620. 
Flaw 6: £176.40. Place 5: f 59.03. 

TOWCESTER 

12.10: 1. MANDYS MANTTNO IP Uriel 
Evens fav; 2. Bottmcup Joe 11-2; 3. KJnfr 
doin Of Shades 5-1. 1£ ran. Vj, vt. U Grf- 
fonfl. TOte: £220: £130, £U30, £L50- OF: 
£520. CSF: £824. Tna £4.0a 
12.40c L HAWmomE QLEN (B Fenton) 
13-2: 2. NewsraU 7-2 tor. X Nldomi 14- 
L 11 m. 7. 8. (Mre M Long). Tote; £6.60: 
£2.40, £3.60, £5.90. DF: £17.90. CSF: 
£2939. Tricast £290.99. 

uo: l. MAJOR suensr (Pitee) 5-4 fav; 
2. CM) Jt A Day 6-4; 3. litf Jt Off 20 1 10 
ran. 3, 30. (J Gfflonfl. Tatar: £2.60; £1,10. 
£2.00. £3.1)1 DF: £i20. CSF: £355. 
Tno. £34.70. 

140: 1. BftEND lA Ddasn) G-l; 2. Dream 
F8de 6-1: i. Dontnos Ring 33-1. 15 ran 
5-2 lav Maitre de Muaque. lv>, 4. iS Dow). 
TOW: £10.10; £L90, £180, £6.10. DF: 
£26-70- CSF; £5335, 

2JjR 1 TUOOR FABLE (M A RngeroW) 
7-2; 2. Repeat The One 7-2; 3. Mr Felto 
11-4 fav. 8 ran. 4, 9. (N Henderson). TOM: 
£3J0: £2£», £14a £L90. DF: laiaCSF: 
£1528. Tncast £332)7. Tha £12.60. Ncn 
Runnef: Dr HocteL 


2.40; L IMLL I FLY (B Fenton) 9-1; 2. Uai- 
dot 11-8 fav. 3. Hppinc Alonft 33-1 15 ran. 
6. 1L fj Long). Tote; £10.20; £2.30, 
£130. £SAO. DF: £2080. CSF: £2 124. Trio; 
£383.30. 

3-10: 1 SUNY BAY iG Bradteyl 9 J fav: 
2. Ooner Boy 9-2: 3- lOlteMa 33-1. 8 ran 
5.20. (C Broote). Tote: £3.40. £130. £190. 
£5.50. DF: £18.90. CSF: £12^6. Tricasr 
£242.09. Tno: £13120. fffi; Smon Josepn. 

3-40: 1 BOSS’S BANK lA Msguwe) 6-1: 
2. Forest Nary evens tan 3. Gywnt 7 1 IB 
ran. 2 -'m 3*. (D Ntcholscni. Tote: £10.20; 
£4.30. £1.50. £110. DF: £6.10. 

Jackpot; not won f£33262.54 to Hereford 
indayl. Ptafopcf: £82 ‘70. Quadpot: 125.30. 
Place & £31 76. Plate 6: £26.50. 

UNGF1ELD 

1120: 1 HAWAH STCWM 0 VWknsI 8- 
1 2. Maid Welcome 7-1; 3. Our Shade# 
7-1. 16 ran. 1 3ift. (0 (trench Dovts). Tote 
£12.50; £190, £190, £250. £1.60. DF: 
£2680. CSF; £66.10. Tncast; £393.36. 

1150: 1 BROUGHTONS FORMULA (J 
WBtanson) 7-2; 2. Glow Forum 71; IMkHIra 
l l-i fav. 14 ran. 2'ft. 2 iw hAussom. Tote: 
£520: £180, £2.40, £2D0. DF: £33.40. 
CSF: £29-74. Irieesc £7521 Tito: £26.60. 
120 : izrccsrs dancer is pwawmsi 


10-3 (3VT 2. fnhanmt Ma^c 9-1; 3. Shad- 
ow fray 9-1 9 ran. -h. 1 /•. (E AJstoni. Tote: 
£420; £2 30. £320. £4.00. DF. £16.40. 
CSF: £32.60. Tncast: £234.49. Tno: 163.60. 
Non Runner Hner GOT Star. 

150: 1 ULTRA BARLEY IM Bard) 5-2 I 
fair, 2. PMn Gaz 5-2 ft fav. 3. Rmriandsom 
Chaim &L12 ran. 3v5. V;. fP ItoGtam). Tote: 
£2.60: £1.70. £190. £190. DF: £7.70. CSF: 
£9.64. Tno- £12.70. 

2-20: 1 CARMARTHEN BAY (J Wlllanu.t 
9-2; 2. Creaking 11-2: 3. Darby Flyer 12 

1. 9 ran. 5-2 fjy La Pemrche. fl. 6, (G L 
Moore). Tote: £5.40; £140. £200. £620. 
DF' £57.50. CSf: £2950. Tno: £60 20. 

150: 1 EASY CHOICE lA Oak) 7-2; 2. 
Duke vateflteio 6-1 3. To4MBBffivieral2 
L 9 ran. 11-4 fay South Eastern Fred. 2. 3. 
(P Mitchell i Tote: £4.30: £180. £2.10. 
£3.10. DF: £21.60. CSF; £23-82. Tncast 
£209.08. Tno: £59.30. 

120! 1 SCISSOR RIDGE U Oumnl 9-2, 

2. Myjinka 5-1 1 IPt So Easy 33 1. 13 
ran. 7-2 fov Salty Wad i4jf,t. r*. a D Bndw). 
Tote: £5-20: £5.00, £150. £22.70. DF. 
£.730. CSF: £27 S3. Tncast: £627.81 Tnm 
£215 40. CSF: £13.80. Trire £1130 NRs: 
Pacific Gfi, Serous Fact, 

Hacepot £15.80. Qimipot £29.00. 
Plan 6: £116.14. Place & £5L81. 


Goulding 
suspended 
for three 
matches 

Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

Bobbie Goulding. the Si Helens 
cap Lain, has been suspended for 
three matches for a head-high 
tackle in ihe match againsi 
Halifax last Sunda>'. 

Thanks loone Alliance leam 
game counting towards his ban. 
Goulding will be available for 
Saints' Regal Trophy semi-final 
againsi Wurington bui will miss 
the Boxing Day derby at Wigan. 

Goulding. also fined £200. 
was riled on video evidence af- 
ter an incident which Halifax al- 
lege left their prop. John 
Fieldhou.se, with a broken jaw. 

“The committee could not be 
certain the jaw was broken in 
that tackle, but obviously any 
high tackle has the potential of 
causing injury." the League's 
spoke man. Paul Harrison, said. 

Craig times of Leeds has 
been found not guilty of a dan- 
gerous tackle in their Regal Tro- 
phy lie against Carlisle. 

Halifax's Great Britain for- 
ward. Paul Moriarty. wants to re- 
turn to South Whies, but his club 
has warned it will cost £65,000 
to take him back to rugby union. 
Moriarty. who joined Widnes 
from Swansea in 1989 and is cur- 
rently out of action with a knee 
injury, has a clause in his con- 
tract that means Halifax cannot 
stand in his way if they are of- 
fered what they paid for him. 

Thanks to a recent increment, 
that now amounts to £65.000. 
“We have heard all the rumours, 
but we have had no formal ap- 
proach from anyone," the Hali- 
fax chief executive. Nigel Wood, 
said “Paul remains a valuable 
member of our first team." 

Halifax and Sheffield Eagles 
have proposed a new structure 
for the Challenge Cup, in which 
the first round would be played 
in eight groups of five before the 
Super League season, from 1997. 

Warrington’s Australian 
scrum-haff, Greg Mackey, will 
make his final appearance as a 
substitute against Casileford 
tonight before flying home on 
Sunday. Mackey has spoken 
about the possibfiiy of rejoining 
them, and was also linked with 
the coaching job at the Super 
League club in Paris. 

Warrington hare signed the 2(b 
year-old second-row forward. 
Paul Barrow, from Swinton for a 
substantial but undisclosed fee. 


Football 

7.45 unless oared 

BOfiD GAJS LEAGUE OF IRELAND Prorate 
DMMoro Bohemians v Drogheda: CorK City 
v Shamrock Rovers.- St Patrick's Artier*: v 
Athlon*. 

Rugby League 

7.30 unless stated 

STONES CENTENARY CHAMPIONSHIP: 

Warrmguxi v CasiKrioro. 

BARM YOUTH NTERNAHONAL MATCH: Bar- 
la fwjng Uors v Austraka wr lYarjghfon Parti. 
iVSanesi. 

Rugby Union 

T.30 unless stated 

CLUB MATCHES: Bath v Exeter 17.15): Bris- 
tol v Gift on; Covenuy v Qoucesw: RufiDy v 
NoTOnttum. 

Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: London Towers v 

Mandwsto Gums iaoi. 

Other sports 

SWIMMING: Uncle Ben's Writer Challenge 
rPorws F'Vge. Sneftlewi. 

EQUESTRIANISM: SrvxvjumpinE Champion- 
ships lOl^rnpia. London) 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of seconds the 
golfer, Greg Norman, will 
take to reach 150m ph when 
he is catapulted off an Amer- 
cian aircraft carrier in a F-14D 
fighter. In exchange for the 
flight, Norman is giving the 
US Navy golf clinics. 


V THE INDEPENDENT 

Horse Racing 


Results 0839 - 111 171 
Commentary 0839 - 111 175 
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RACING 
REPORT 

The rscsi resnlts aod cotaa ofll 

jntfmto?- migan 

Watch ibc icaion progress and mteh 
Racing Report troikl imo the hook of the 
racing Tear, includes Flat & NH. Issued 
fortnightly, £39 per ycai UK| 
For mare deuila. please write to 
PO Box 9424, Loudon. NS SEW 
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sport 


BOXING: Former world heavyweight champion has rebuilt the confidence that prison wore away. Ken Jones rep9,rt^, from Pfiiiade^hia 

Tyson in 



When it was put to Mike 
Tyson that he might care to 
nominate the point at which 
Buster Mathis Jur can expect 
to be violently removed from 
then- contest tomorrow night, 
it was as though a door Had 
been thrown open on the 
chilled streets of Philadelphia. 

Concluding correctly that 
he was dealing with an in- 
nocent in these matters, 
Tyson fixed him with a bale- 
ful stare. '‘You ever see me 
fight?*’ he asked. “No. Well, 
don't tniss this or- because 
you'll be surprised." 

If an odd choice of phrase, 
it brought shouts of approval 
from a small band or btack- 
overcoated men standing off 
to one side, whose bruised 
faces bore testimony to the 
punishment Tyson has been 
dealing out in the gymnasium. 

A big theory in boxing is 
that fighters should have 
tough sparring partners and 
according to one of Tyson's 
co-managers. Rory Hol- 
loway, theirs is the credit for 
a condition that shows in the 
former undisputed champi- 
on’s hard body and the taut 
lines of his face. 

Doubtless because reports 
that all had been felled by fe- 
rocious hooking could have 
an evil effect on Mathis' 
morale, his trainer, Joey Far- 
rielo, has been putting it 
around that they are mere- 
ly human punching bags, on 
whom Tyson has been prac- 
tising his blows with im- 
punity. In deep 
conversations with his man, 
Farrielo insists that Tyson’s 
hired help seldom hit back 
and only by accident. “There 
were better men in that 
camp but they were chased 
away after giving Tyson Loo 
much trouble," he insists. 

What Fam'elo chooses to 
ignore is that Mathis has 
been less than impressive in 
his own sparring sessions, al- 
most novice-like in his at- 
tempts at evasion. When 
this was communicated to 
Tyson he shrugged dismis- 
aveiy* No predictions. No 
threats. Just an impression of 
menacing serenity. 

When ft was suggested that 
he seemed more relaxed 








able fcMsn to recover thc 
smgle-mmdedhess that Cus 
D’Anrafonnptaated in a fugi- 
tive fconrtfce NewYbrk gbet- 
toes. “You're always fighting 
forces that wma to sabotage 
you,” be said. “If you aren't 
strong you’ll go under. I'm an 
enigma-. There are African- 
Americans who tike me and 
African-Americans who don’t 
tike me. There are Caucasian 
brotherswho are may about 
me and Caucasians who aren’t 
craay .about me." -• 

Of course il would be im- 
possible for Tyson to speak 
about (he foture.wftbout ref- 
erence to Riddick Bowe who. 


TT Hcm m g fuf than the Vforid 
Boxing Organisation title, 
fjafrrc s to be the best heavy- 
weight ax work in the ring as 
a result of knocking out Evaa- 
dei Hoiyfield last month in Las 

Vf yas. are from the same 

— 1 w r ■ lanlrmf ruf 



On the ropes: Nfike Tyson sends sparing partner, Leroy Seals, sprawling with a demonstration of his punching power in a Philadelphia gym 


Photograph: J Las WAP 


more in tone with the rhythms 
of a violent trade than before fac- 
ing the inept Peter McNeeley in 
his August comeback, Tyson 
said “Tm a lot more confident 
Most of the anxiety I felt before 
that fight has left me. It was more 
difficult than anybody imagine d 
Four years had passed since Fd 
fought and all the publicity cre- 
ated tremendous pressure.” 
Referring to the three years 
he served for rape, T^son added: 


“You’ve got to realise that I was 
mining fr om a dismal place. I 
wasn’t eased into the fight with 
McNeeley. I was thrust into ft. 
People told me you have to 
move slowly. I thought I was 
ready for iL They were right. It 
wasn’t like anything Fd known 
before. The feeling was there but 
not the confidence. I knew Mc- 
Neeley was no thing but I also 
knew that I; was expected to live 
up to ail the expectations.” 


At one stage of his incarcer- 
ation, Tyson became so low in 
spirit that be thought seriously 
about giving up bcoring. “Prison 
is such an awful place," he 
said “Horrific. They strip you 
of your dignity and your man- 
hood I was catatonic. I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do. But 
I knew that if I didn't come back 
Fd make my enemies 
And would giving up 
have proved anything?” 


According to Forbes maga- 
zine, contracts with the Show- 
time television network and 
the MGM Grand in Las Vegas 
made Tyson the second-highest 
earner in sport this year behind 
the basketball star, Michael 
Jordan, with a gross income of 
$4tim. “Obviously the money 
matters a lot," he said “but 
there is also ego and pride. I've 
still got the desire to prove that 
Tm the best, better than any 


James “Buster” Douglas al- 
most five years ago in Tbkyo. 
Since 'fysotfs subsequent eff or ts 
suggested dedijoeloog before be 
was sent down, ft 'wiU takesobL 
stands! victories to re-estabfish 


heavyweight who has ever been 
»nrf I feel that all things that 
helped make me champion are 
coming back. Bat Fve still got 
to discover whether I am as 
good as I was when nobody 
could stand up to me," 

It means going bade to bti^ 
the heavyweight who spread ter-’ 
tor throughout the tfivisioti un- 
til wild indulgences caused so - ■ 
much personal upheaval that' * 

Tyson lost his championship to /' as a fighter, w&etherit & pos- 



tatrf-evi- 
jtomoia ! : ace 


le, a bleak district of 
Brooklyn. “I went to -school 
wifobnk He knows foe histexy 
of my drawing potential. 
There s not a bigger draw out 
there than moLOur salaries 
should prove ih&L -Riddick is 
a good tighter and deserves to 
be where he is. I have been 
away while betas beenfight- 
mg so Tm not aLapoation to 
^gnethal^he^efl: But the 
day of judg emen t will come. 
Thatwo’tijmifif" . ! 

In the heavy. coat and large 
i/fysonwore 

, . ^ . & press con- 

ference 'in the . heart of 
HHhWte^hia on Wednesday, 

: thqjewas a renewed impres- 
sion <rf historical influences, 
the plcFtpoo fighters who fired 
his aoribBtions m the ring. 

Tyson's chief trainer. Jay 
Bri^t, insists that those am- 
bitions are again securely in 
‘Whatl sfee is a better* 

■ more mature fighter," he 
said. “Traconvinced that he 
can beat anyone who comes 
up against bum and what he’s 
undertaking now bapredude 
to the re^^flg^Tbere^a 

- Mathis didn’t hear this but 
Uteri* Jfe^’fysanqjeaking, 
Hc was hearing the execu- 
tionfcr’ssong. 


England players sign 
£38,000 contracts 


Rugby Union 


SIEVE BALE 


The England players who to- 
morrow play Western Samoa at 
Twickenham agreed last night 
to accept Rugby Football Union 
contracts that will make them 
up to £38,000 each this season 
- thereby delivering a savage, 
quite possibly fatal, blow to a 
rebel circus being planned by 
the Australian entrepreneur, 
Ross Turnbull. 

Turnbull has fold his target 
players around Europe that he 
would inform them today 
whether his plan for a debased 
competition beyond the fringe 
of rugby union is able to pro- 
ceed, with up-front payments of 
between £20,000 and £30,000 
also due today as evidence of his 
viability and good faith. 

But without anyone from the 
England team his credibility 
would be seriously undermined 
and, in any case, the England 
players have been indepen- 
dently advised that Turnbull’s 
sums'- as much as £600,000 over 
three years- are fantifuL On the 
other hand, leading English 
players are now looking at earn- 
ing six figures from their official 
rugby involvement aloae. 

Will Carling, the England 


PICK OF THE DAY 

THIS WEEKEND / Mushing 

Omega British Championships 
Thetfonf Forest 

The third round of the Omega 
British Husky Racing Champ- 
ionships moves this weekend to 
Suffolk, where Thetfond Forest of- 
fers trails ideal for racing, with 
largely flat terrain, although the 
odd slope might prove trouble- 
some. Technique will be a pre- 
mium at this she, as the sandier 


captain, had made it dear to his 
players that he would be sign- 
ing the RFU document yester- 
day and had no intention of 
allowing his life to be taken over 
by Turnbull. “They would ef- 
fectively own you lock, stock and 
barrel, and tell you where and 
when to play, you could end up 
playing anywhere,” he said. 

“I prefer to stay here in Lon- 
don and play rugby for Harle- 
quins. No one can predict what 
will happen in the next year but 
if a chib get into Europe and 
there are Rugby Union and dub 
contracts, top playere will be do- 
ing very well and still have flex- 
ibility in their life. That’s more 
appealing than selling every- 
thing to play where and when 
they decide.” 

Carling said he had not tried 
to influence others to follow his 
lead, so his endorsement of the 
RFU contract was deliberate- 
ly less than ringing. The deal is 
believed to involve a straight 
payment of £24,000 to each 
squad member, with an addi- 
tional £2,000 per match - 
amounting to £38,000 if Eng- 
land can persuade Australia or 
South Africa to play them at the 
end of the season. The contracts 
are back-dated to 1 September. 

Carling is as concerned as his 
manager, Jack Rowell, that the 


financial debate is diverting the 
England team from the imme- 
diate priority. tomorrow’s match. 
“I haven't spent a tot of time talk- 
ing about money but I have spent 
a lot of time answering questions 
about money,” he said. 

“There is obviously a huge 
amount of interest and that dis- 
tracts them. I have to try very 
hard to make sure the game is 
the most important thing, be- 
cause it would be a disaster if 
we didn’t get it right-” 

On the scale of disasters, an 
English defeat by Western 
Samoa would not register. The 
renewed attempt from English 
rugby league scouts to buy up 
the Islands’ finest would be 
marginally more disastrous, 
however, and yesterday Pat 
Lam - who has rejected an of- 
fer or two m his time -appealed 
to his players to withstand the 
pressure that cost Samoa half- 
a-dozen after the World Cup. 

*Tve spoken to some of the 
players about the rugby league 
offers and told them not to flunk 
of the dollars, " Lam said. “They 
want to consider their lifestyle 
in rugby union and their future 
as Western Samoans.” Bryan 
Williams, the coach, put it even 
more succinctly: “We want 
them to think with their hearts 
rather than their heads." 


Whitaker opens show 
with stylish victory 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Olympia 

Michael Whitaker gave one of 
his inimitable performances 
with 17-year-old Everest My 
Mesieur yesterday, when he 
won the Father Christmas 
Stakes during the opening ses- 
sion of the Olympia Show 
Jumping Championships. The 
French -bred horse, who is ex- 
ceptionally fast and careful, has 
now won around 80 interna- 
tional classes. 

Whitaker confirmed that he 
has to do tittle more than point 
My Mesieur in the right direc- 
tion when riding him in speed 
competitions, which are the 
horse’s special forte. Yesterday 
he took the shortest possible 
route to beat a wonderful round 

from James Fisher on Monter- 
rey (another speed specialist) by 
0.58sec. “I reckon he’s won 
about 80 classes and my prob- 
lem is going to be finding an- 
other one like him.” Whitaker 
said. 

In the opening Christmas 
Candle Stakes, Whitaker was 
runner-up to Hugo Simon, who 
had last competed in England 
a decade ago. The German- 
bora Simon, who has ridden for 
Austria since 1972, has de- 
clined invitations to jump at 
Olympia during the last 10 


years because he did not feel 
that he had the right horse- 
power. “When I have very good 
horses, I deride to come back," 
he said Simon, now S3, won on 
eight-year-old Cash whom he 
bred himself out of his former 
show jumping mare, Land- 
grafin. He now has a good 
enough string to come here 
without his top horse, ET with 
wbom he expats to compete in 
his seventh Olympic Games 
next year. 

It was only last Sunday that 
Simon was given a firm invita- 
tion to compete here. Whitak- 
er’s eight-year-old mount (the 
runner-up, Everest Magic Car- 
pet) was also a late entry hav- 
ing replaced Twostep who was 
due to jump here. 

Twostea winner of this year’s 
Calgary Grand Pro, has been 
treated with antibiotics since a 
freak accident in the field three 
weeks ago when his leg was 
trapped in an iron farm gate. He 
required 12 stitches afterwards 
ana, though now fully recov- 
ered, Whitaker beBewed that the 
antibiotics (which count as a for- 
bidden substance when horses 
are competing) would still be in 
Twostep’s bloodstream. 

OUMPM SHOW JUIOTNa CHAMPION- 
ICash 


ta Simon. AuO tear. ABSBsms 2 Barest Mag- 
ic Cvpet CM Wiit&hsr. G81 ctaar, 50-09; 3 
Barret SU#ne [N Skater*. G&) dear. 5132. 
Father CWbh State*: I&bbs My 
Mesttur (M WHtater. GB) 37.94; 2 Manser- 
rey Ourater. <38)3832; 3 Bqpst (C Mar- 
tinez de tmjo. Sp) 39.62. 



over new 





Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

British athletes seeking selection 
for the Olympic Games will 
have an extra incentive to con- 
test the trials next June follow- 
ing yesterday’s announcement 
by the British Athletic Federa- 
tion of a new policy. 

The system of picking the first 
athlete in the trials, plus up to 
two others per event, has been 
replaced Now the first two will 
be guaranteed places -with only 
one discretionary choice avafl- 
abfe - providing qualifying stan- 
dards have been met This 
method was last used in 1989. 

More con trovexsially, athletes 
have also been told by the British 
federation that they must com- 
pete in their own event at the tri- 
als in Birmingham from 14-16 
June, with the Olympic team due 
to be chosen fry 1 July. 

But the crucial question Of 
making foe trials, whkh are ran 
in conjunction with the AAA of 

Fngland Champ io nships 

to overseas competitors is still 
not resolved The BAR and toe . 
majority of athletes, believe 
dosed championships are need- 
ed to prevent potential quali- 
fiers being edged out by foreign 
competitors. Bat several officials 


within the AAA are arguing to 
maintain a tradition of open 
competition which has contin- 
ued for more than 100 years. 

Following an acrimonious 
meeting on Tuesday night, of- 
ficials from BAF and the AAA 
were due to talk again last 
night about the issue. 

The review of selection pol- 
icy follows toe controversy of last 
summer’s world championship 
trials, when many leading com- 
petitors did not take part and - 
a tradition that has thrived in toe 
last 15 years - many who did 
chose events oniskle their main 
area of excellence. 

• The selectors are prepared to 
look at any “exceptional dr- 
cuxnstaoces” of injury, but have 
set a 1 July deadline for toe team 
and w3J discourage athletes 
from chasing last-minute places. . 

The former double European 
400 metres champion Roger 
Blade and the hjgh-jumper Ge- 
off Parsons, who have consult- 
ed 120 athletes over their views 
an selection in thelast couple of 

months, yesterday issued a state- 
ment welcoming the new policy. 
“We believe that the views ex- 
pressed in our recent survey of 
a significant number of athletes 
have been taken Into account,” 
they said. 

But toe views of two leading 
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: huskies because of the soft- 
ness. Some 100 teams and 500 
dogs will contest the rtxaxJ, which 
comprises classes for two, four 
and six-dog-teams of hard-work- 
ing, cheerful Siberian Huskies and 
Alaskan Matamutes. The larger 
riband hence fester teams, pro- 
late weekend 

TODAY 

SQUASH: Scottish National Champrenteps 
(&Wtou»8JiJ. Mjtm heatn, trie Scottish No 2. 
Htne too seech the senior men's conten- 
tion. if ttw wednes work out. no Ml meat 
Bary Vie se*jre«»T»tBjea pay- 

er, m tne final. m ine senor women's eom- 
peuaon, mere s wy mie id separate me (os 
aw oOjes, Oare wacwen ens Sane Mac- 
&a, tut Waddell gpts rap seeding as she Is 
Oie defending cnanVon enoaae (tarn, ttw 
chamtwmhHH are a mum-tourn a ment, <n 
whdi may place art be congested. There are 
sfateen section of 16playss and first -rotnd 
Mamets «all gj on ro contest places one to 
agfit. whte the first-round raws wfl ptav lor 
place rww to 16. and bo on. Play MO Da mam 
6.30 to 8.30pm today, tomorrow (inn 
1030am m mrf- afternoon. Sunday's finals 
start at Slam, conducing ma the man’s 


vide the best spectating, thou#i 
heats in these classes will be tun 
first Mike Bradbury, of Hereford 
and Worcester, and Simon Lux- 
moore, from Monmouth, jointly 
lead the six-dog class, the top cat- 
egory In Britain, John Carter, 
from Cambridgeshire, and Natal- 
ie Bowman, of Surrey, hold the ho- 
nours in the next class, the 
four-dog team, while Cathy Cro- 
man, from Fam bo rough, Hamp- 
shire, provides the early form in 
the two-dog group, having won the 
rounds at Chepstow and 
Terttsmuir, in Fite. Dog-owners are 
asked to leave their pets at home, 
as they can distract toe teams. 

Haw to pet ttm Tha rare sfce In Untintl 
Forest b agnpostod Omega flfflrel ft# on 
mies south of tandem. Stark, on itie left 
of (he BU06 Bury St Edmunds road tafere 
R ifiages ttw AIL Sb-dogmam hare sort 
K 830am tomorrow end Suxty. TTw last 
tiwwk* rig sets out at 3pm and 5L30pm. 

final a 4pm. spectating ts free. National 
SujahOertre.Rk*aran Campos, Hartotwatt 
Univarsity. EMu^i 

SWWM1IW: Unoe Sen’s WHer Cftafienga 
jeontfs Fora, SherTekj?. Manm Hams, of xnt 
Bonxtfi or wannam Forest euv. deltoids H« 
(me to tha opening men’s mats today in Cra 
200 metres &a*stn*a Mftle Seat Rolpn. 
from the Otv ctf Newcastle ck*. defends 
lflflm ftcestyto title she won last war at se- 
nior and tutor iaieL SntenK noon Inals and 
6pm tests, admission: £2 per session or £3 
day tomorrow 10am and 4pm finals 
(£2. £4|; Swioay Sam hoots snd 4pm ftoals 
fas Fnday). Chlkfan imdar-14 and OAPs are 
half-prtca. Panda Fora htamstional Sports 
Centro. Shear Street, e to Sheffield dtycwi- 
W. p* QUA 278 MS®. SCOttrii Winter 
Oiamolonships (Ayr). The towing Scottish 
swimmers c o mp ere in tiw winter c na m pl - 
ondtips. Each season aa coitviaaon cf neats 


and finals. Today; and apm; tomop- 

rovc I0w7vli30pm, &epnr; Suv 

dav. 9-3Gam-noon, 2 -3. LSpm, 5- 7pm. 
AdmBsWrcSQppK 
Beech Road. Ayr. : 
BQUESlRUNBwrRtamaMnsIShcwJunp- 
ng ChawnanMps tCHympia). Tictats we snfl 
wattle ferthie Ming’s pertxrrorce a 7]pm 
and Monday’s a temoon session at l_30pm. 
Bm Office 0171 373 3113. Grand Had, 
Olympia Way. uxidon W14. Neweat Under- 

0 ound (Oetnct ms) and Bntisn JMfc Kan*- 
ingtort Olympia. 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL; FA Carling Premiership. End- 
sto&t tiourence uague and Scoosti lingua 
programmes. 

RU6SY LEAGUE: SO. Cut CMfianga Cup 
second round. 

MMBYUMOIfc Sara and Arew knams- 
tional: England v Western Semen (250) tet 
IMctottWR/. Irish UeMtaitocU Champ!' 
cramp: Mwater v Itonater Ct305 (at 
ffaw CM& Uttar v Effies (Z30) (at 
BeUasO. Tenrwfs Scottish Champwnemp Ra- 
tional League. Swalec Cup tourth round. 
RACING pfattoaal Mat mean ■totMQcAe- 
coe Members £16 (Anar Members 16-25 
years, halt once); Grandstand and Paddock 
£10: Sfiaer Ring £3. U2J5). CUM*: QUO 
£10: non* £& Cone £2 ftndsr-lfisfiw 
Into «n ancJosures). (12^5). HndodC 
Cotny Stond £15; TaneraaSs £9- Newton 
Sand £4 (OAPs had-prica in Tattarsafe aid 
tetnan Stand). U2 j 4^. uttotteCBR CUi £15 
(CWPs £12); TaaareaDs £10 (OAPs £7V. 
Cmisa £3. (12J0). 

BASKETBALL 7-Up Trophy sertofralfiflt to® 
Wdrtur® Bears » Staffed Starts. WorWng 
reached die sami-ttoai stage last yw, beet 
tog Thames Valtoy Vffn. tha e*arluB( «ln- 
nere at the trapfiy. at home, but tostoa tha 
aaey leg by 14 pomts. TWs seaun thay^ have 
another tough ■*. toMneon SneflMd. who 
ware nmnera-up last yraTmo maa* tips off 


(Uteaeton (Cantm. Ttorms: £15. £20, £30. 

at 
iQto 
: 01222 

397571). 

CTCtO-CHOSScDiSB and District ccptas). 
Fkst race to at lpm, mato race 2 OSpm. Red- 
eaw vfiap & on BU13. neat Dos, Nor- 
fck Neats and Derby Leapje (Btsrton). Round 


BOBONfc Vacare 1BF ftMdOi < 

Robtoa Ragmi WW n ml Mohamed Ben Je- 
dou {TunnCom nxjrw aaBh M* <r* Ma w a|ti « 
otto, Karin Ka*y (Aua, heidw) v Chris Pysu 


IL lpm and 2_15bm.Copw» Farm. Map- 
peney Uma, west Haflam, to off AB09 Der- 
by to nkeston road. 

SUNDAY 

football FA CftltogPramtenfe: Umpool 
vKaretoeatarUntod (4.0). EnttotortiiLaapja 
Hist DMaion: LetCtotar Qty » Nonwch (3.0). 
RUOBYLEAfiUE: Stones CentBnfflyChampl. 
onsrtp. 

RUGSV IMDN: as maumaa Com Ghotp- 
kawttp Mdiands aemWtoal; Waiwctehlre v 
SBnMshta^(atRitiM.Undar21Cou>- 
tyChanstewto Northern CrouKlaneaaNre 
vOwtira ( 2 . 1 S) (fyde); YbtW*e v naham 
(2.15) (WheriMeto). South West Pool One: 
QdbtoshWB y Bu tf i ag i a na l ii w (2J) f 
TtoneiwSootefit tocer-DistnctOiar 
EcMutii v Sown orsuoand aa i 
land). 

CTCI0-CROSS: Spaldtog CC (Bourne). Rra 
race to at lIL30am, wffii the main can at 
UL45am. Bourne Vkxjos. to Vi mde west of 
Bcuma, Itocdnstee, on A151 fiouma to Col- 
stotworth mad, e^K mfies (ram Al at Col 
storwretn- EnOfah Schools Home Oouioes 
Championahp (Reigate). The acponlng race 
operstherrwstingatUam.folonedbyftxjr 
races to toe schools’ champtonsHps. 
starve at 10-20, vrth the las at 1,45pm. 
May Iwt, ROfflia, Surrey, a raached tow 
jLretion sttori*&M«and Obstocfi). 
mo an. 2.15pm. Caaows fwm, Heather, 
Sone r T te»w trtlb6tocK la leestHa hlr e.cn 
the B5deffiG»l Mranan mad. Lesoestantte 
lassie fljwtirtwtutiiv 10am. lU5m 
RoedMh Manor, Woodnousa Eara, IT off 
B5330, faft off A512 Aahfy rand from Junc- 
tion 23 of Ml. North Eastern Senes (Stocfe 
tomon-Teas}. 10am. noon. Preston Paris, Yfim 
Road, Eeaesctffe. Eaattonde Veto (Man- 
aTteonriOt 


oef-Ume, near Oroyiesden and readied bom 
A662 vie CortMtt Street. Severn Rood Oito 
(Bnsian. Downend Ft* Qentm, Uncombe Bam. 
Oremdtoe Road, to reached by Ml 74 from 
Auction one of M3Z Royal Deal Forest CC 
Chrtstmea Cross (Ooteforrf). 1046am, 
ll^OanvFOnggoyO u i n mt M l u n Land, Canncp. 
to one mfle east oF Cotatoid, GtouctotoreMte. 
New Forest CC {RtopmocQ. lpm, 2pm. Close 
Rann, Crwro, is south of A31, two mfcs era 
rtrarevood. Hempstte. fiMngte Buttoyroad 
from Rck Post and faftMreatiis. Humbw- 
teaVtMhQrtngFbMn (Bncte^on). llam. 
l.A5p m. S«why Has to ra t h ea st rt 
Brititogion. Hurberskto, on the road to 
RamboroutiJ Heea 

T«E 1BW8: Mtaft iaatito Premier CM- 
eJore Wf Team Rente), ptoced second to tha 
toagjB. chsflengB Oners cuprenaqr at toe 
haffwwtoaOi m toe toflBM? DaSngton vlln- 
ertn (Estoouna comprehanstoe School. 
The fteway. oatton aoaart: Oumchapa 
Gta^wrv St NeotxCDrumrtitoto Sports Ceo 
H Dtunre Raff eh. Stop* S15. 3X1 Sen); 
BFL Grave v Team Panto! (awe School, 
StaflM Stteet Maritat Dayton, SwopshliK 
230); Ltoda Irarrow v Horeharo (PradentiH 
Busttog, 2S0 Busan Itoad. Imton IWU. LOJ. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7 30 ustoss stated): Hontay: 
FACaritog Prsmisrshlp: Manchester Otirv 
NotfingTam final {BiS- Tuoadey: Eadrietfi 
Issgwa Second DMstort: Petoiborautii v 
Stoetoort (7^S. TOW OMatoor Wham v 
CartSIT(7.45); Hdttort) v SCUnlhorpa. BaTs 
Scottish 1 se g u e P re m ier Kristas Moth- 
erwal v Ranges CELO). Tew-DMefoo: East 
SOrtogvABon.WiMbaiiriayPnrs rntoCup 
town lewd rnctoyt BtoTUntinn v MVd- 
i (7.45J; Bdon v Non»*h (7.451. 
ill w a n e FtetDM at ore Southend 
H7jGI.Pi 


nngtbnv&wdtord ( 730 ). Second PtvMo r r : 
Crate v Doncastar (730) (at ChrCdB RFC): 


HunstatvYorit(730j. Friday: BAIBA Yortli 
tatsmstiartat; MU’ Ytiung Ltmsv Australia 
(730) At Mount RtowwiC WUnesj. 

RU6BT (MON: raeettogc CU Mattie TVe- 
degar v South Wales fttoce (7.0). Wednes- 
day: Scottish Under-21 UrteMNstriet 
C htet cto na h tot Bfctbura v South ofScot- 
land (S.0); Norh end iwtendav Scottish &- 
Set a 30) (Soft temesacMurayrtekO, Hart 
(UhiMMS Four Counties CtaanwInnsMp: 
Vtaroerar ml Heretore vaeetar Btorwiawn 
(730) far MfcraaatBri. Frtdtoy; taternSoo- 
al instate Scottish Sehoetev French Schools 


j E&obur&U.Ta 

Scottish Istsr4)(atrfct ChampkiRstito: Ed- 
tofaurjpi v North end Mdtante?7.Q) (at Mctf- 
eatsnfi 

RACfNfe Monitor UNQRELD (AW): Mem- 
btre £12 Tatraraefc £& Sher Rmg £4, 
(123(fl. BMwgc CU»£H; Tattsreala £6 
Wft and wremcioyed £3). Atsomaaried bv 
der- 16s free. (1235). Tussdae: UNSFteLD 
(AVJ: os Monday (1230). Sorthwrft: Qub 
£12 Thttersalto £6 CQAP merntwra of 

Oub£9: Tatttreafis £6 (OAPs fX{. (12301 

uMor - i0 s 

ftee); Tatejda £8; Oouse £5. (12^45) 
TharedK Keta: Club £10; TetZersalb£6 
(OAt^a . Bcpomp anted wto-ISs fte^. 
^^.UngAelit: as Monday. (1230). Ut- 
to"*K0iub£i5 kmps £ 12 ; Tai«sab£io 
(OAI^ £7); Course £ 3 . (12^0). 
HBJW EBtBID 


, 130pm. Phfle>s Paris to new 
a> NottonaK^fingCenue, Manchester Veto- 
drome, Stuart Street, located off Astaai Old 
Road, iiatimen ManOTeser and Ashion-m- 


Oaritoto v Vortt (7.45); Wtedom v BrenttoitL 
IhH D l i to to n. Leyton Orient v Rochdale 
(7^5). 

RUSBY LEASU& ttMsday: Stones Cwne- 
naty Chtecptowahip: Leeds v London Bron- 
cos ( 730 ). Barta Vootb Tour Match: 
Humboreide Under-IB v AotreOa ( 730 ) (at 
Bortewm Huff. Wateten St on es Ccn- 
tsouy ChwaptoneWp: Castiatord vSt He- 


( 12 . 0 ). 

ST” 

Kgs'sa 

tof .GtowsS: LdwtET v Ulster ( 230 ) 
^ TO** 1 - 

nanehen wean Leasie. Tertnems Spanish 
g *?Pton tep Regtrai Laaare 
WwW Satontay: no mertlr^ 


A place in the table tennis competition 
at the Olympic Games nott year "is the 
prtreanotheEuropeanQi^rfyfrig'lbur- 
nament next month at the Nynex Are- 
ns, Manchester, ten iOto 14 January, 
provides the route in Atlanta. 

Quafifylng is based on the worid rank- 
ings and 26 men and women have ate 
day gained their place automatically, 
Including the two British men, Carl Pra- 
an and Chen Xinhua. Hen places an 
available at Manchester and the best 
in Europe wf compete, some 100 p6yv 
ere In each of the men’s and -women’s 
ewts, representing 38 .countries. . 

Each nation seteas three ptoyws and" 
to the British men’s section Matthew 
Sysd, of Reading wifl attongrttP Jb4n • 
Prean and Chen to Atlanta. Htetorm 
at the recent Hungarian Open ^ues hm. . 
eveiy chance of malting his way to the 
top 10 at Manchester- The women's 
squad have to quaflfr and oomprfaes 
the top three In the English rartdn®, 
Andrea Holt, the -Nations! champion, 
from Manchester Uss Lomas, from Lu- 
ton, and ADson Broe, the Reading play- 
er. 

Theywfi up agBtost top-class play- 
ers from Europe. Itoe the Swede Jor- 
Pereson. the former WbrW and 
champfam, Damien EW, of 
Ranee, the &«aiOpen champion, ond 
the German, Steffen Fatznet; a former 
Wbrld douttes champion. The womens 
competition has such names as Sana 
Tlntina, of Russia, QUfiNetMta, the fot^ 
mer European chateoo tan Gemnaty 
arri the Stovak, vaentira Popa®. 

' The huge Nynex Arena, wnh a ca- 
OK). twice the size of the 
l Indoor Arena In Birm t nrt ta m, 
abostaeas bashetbaN, tee hock^and 
concerts, and is buflt on the old Vtcto- 
ria station. CommunicatjorB are ex- 


British athletes served to un- 
derline the complexity of the is- 
sue and the diversity of opinion 
among competitors. 

“It is probably a hangover 
from last year when certain 
people didn’t compete," said 
Curtis Robb, the AAA SOOm 
champion. 

The directive on running 
one’s main event also causes 
Rob Denmark, the Common- 
wealth 5,000m champion, dis- 
tress, compounding his earlier 
dissatisfaction over the decision 
to include heats as well as a fi- 
nal in his event. 

“It just makes things so much 
more difficult,” he said. “I have 
done the AAA since 1988, and 
Tm not saying I need any pref- 
erential treatment. But I would 
probaNy have wanted to run onfy 
two or three 5,000s before the 


two of than at the AAAs. They 
have boxed me into a comer. Be- 
cause some people upset the ap- 
plecart then, they have changed 
the system because they want to 
be seen to be strong. But if you 
are good enough for the team, 
yon shook! be able to get info the 
first two places. If they don't, 
make the championships 
‘dosed 7 after all these changes, 
though, it just makes a mock- 
ery of the whole thing." 


cetient, wttn ttw British Rail service Into 
Victoria station and^ the Metroirk, a tram 
system Bnking foe Arena wtth all parts 

oftheefty. 

The oqjanfesa are proritBr^ a *Qutd 
a Wd' offer, whereby chfldren up to IS 
(under- Owes are free). Senior Citizens 
and concessions can watch top -class 
table tennis for a £1 at any stage of 
. the tournament The Manchester Visi- 
tors’ Bureau has an accommodation 
0 Jkte and txftel-bocMrgserioeto per- 
. send caHera at ttiefr offices to the Tbmm 
Hat 

European Qijmpfc Qoaff/mg .Ibimament 
itynn Arana, MBnefwsar, 10-14 January, 
ragtag acftsdufe; TuoaJay, 9 January: 7pm 
7tw omK AW natdoy, 10 January (boon- 
XGpm), Tbunoay, U January (lOam-lOpm). 
Ftfsiay, 12 Jofuery OOam-lOpm): Group 
mama; Sstutia % 13 Janm 
GnM 4 >amheaanti WwQtaurftsrrocnct Stin- 
d ay. 14 Januow (ZOsm^an).- ttneir-oufiec- 
onff round tm Snob. 


under, Ofifis. tuS-ama students, U&iQhoU- 
tnandi Doss ratfstared with spatial t * ads 
«af dtoes. imer-ttes art flat Weekend 
Odm (SMurt^Sunttoy) £730 Mute. £2 
gt**®. Sawof i Octea me ton| £12. £4. 
24Jcur ho&K 0161 930 SOOO or c&scCV 
frym She BorOtca. Nynexfitena, Vloorta Sts- 
tkn Hunts Bank MarasBBr. 

Manawaar Walton Centre, Town HaB &- 
ManeftasterMfio 
2WL(7Wr 0161 234 3157/$; &x 0161 334 
9900). 

Details of forthcoming events with 
information on tickets and venues 
should be sent to: The Sports 
Desk; The Independent. 1 <5uia- 
da ScMie, Canary' Wharf, London 
E14 5DL Fax: 0171 293 2894. 

Compiled by Plead Maher 
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Charlton in no hurry to 
abdicate his throne 



If we are to believe Jack Chari- - 
foil,, who has a habit of change 
ing bis mind on this matter, he 
will- consider his position as 
manager of the RepnbEc oflre- 
iand during a Spanish holiday 
before deciding in . the- New 
Year whether to embark on an- 
other World Cop qualifying 


PhB Shaw on the road ahead for the 
Republic of Ireland and their manager 
after elimination from Euro '96 


- Cbariton, who wfl] be 61' in 
May, suggested before Octo- 
ber's game against Latvia that 
be woakf not stay if the Re- 
public did not reach the Eoro- 

■ pean Championship finals next 
summer. In Portugal last month 
he denied saying any such thing 
and announced that the public, 
rather than the press, would be 
the arbiters of his fate. 

. Now, is. the aftermath of a 
2-0 defeat by. the Netherlands, 
whiAconfinnedtheDutch as 

■ the last of the 16 qualifiers, the 
procrastination has to stop. 
Charlton ‘is - said by sources 

' close to the Football Assoda- . 
tion of Ireland to want to con- 


appearsdnoof the less arduous 
routes to the 1998 World Cup. 


Publicly at least, the FAI is 
backing Charlton, who in the 
- past decade has led the nation 
on a great-adventure and to the 
finals of both major tourna- 
ments. Various players dutiful- 
ly reiterated their support for 
him yesterday, while 20,000 
Irish fens at Anfield chanted 
“We want Jade” long after the 
final whistle. _ . 

Some observers interpreted 
the clamour as evidence of a 
popular desire for Charlton to 
carry on. Others felt it was a 
show of. gratitude for the mem- 
ories- but, for all that, a “thank 
you and goodnight”. 

Mick McCarthy, the Millwall 
manager, said yesterday that he 
would be “delated” to oblige 
if a vacancy arose. . Wimble- 
don’s Joe Kir near might also be 
a Candidate. However; the 
Chariton era has taught' the FAI 
the importance of looking be- 
yond its own former players. 


Dubfa's bookmakers have al- 
ready installed Kenny Dalglish 
as 7-4 favourite, although 
whether Blackburn’s director of 
football could afford the pay-cut 
is another matter. Dal glish 
leadsa field which ranges from 
Ron Atkinson through relative 
managerial novices such as 
Liam Brady and Frank Staple- 
ton to David OXeaiy. 

Martin O’Neill, of Norwich 
City, could be a dark horse, de- 
spite being a former Northern 


Ireland player. The problem of 
succeeding such a Urger-than 
life-figure were encapsulated by 
Tbny Cascarino: “It would be 
very difficult for anyone to 
take over now," the striker 
said. 

It may be time for a change, 
none the less. On Wednesday's 
evidence, that old Jack magic is 
no more than an outmodeaphi- 
losophy. International football 
has become more of a passing 


end of the line 
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a P ai Jones may leave Dons 


Vinnia Jones, whose uncom- 
promising style has epitomised 
Wimbledon for so long, has bad 
his request for a move granted. 

“1 havebad some great times 
.with Wimbledon, they are part 
of my blood. But as with^aU 


finaL His colourful career has 
also taken him to Leeds, 
Sheffield United and Chelsea. 

As Jones began his search for 
a new home, . Wimbledon 
learned thatplans for a Dublin 
base would be finished by rel- 


thingsr times change,” Jones-- egatfoo ^ to ,- the . Endsleigh 
said. ^Youonly get adicat ca^ Learie, wbcLmade itclear that 
reer in footballandT am now ’ they would not be allowed to 


know in my heart that it’s the 
best thing for memid my fam- 
ily to move on. 1 

Jones, once described as 
"being like a son” by the Dots' 
owner, Sam Hammam, decid- 
ed to leave after several weeks 
of discussion and peculation. 

His departure comes little nrare 
than a month after the 10th dis- 
missal of his career in the 4-1 
defeat at Nottingham Forest 
Stories of a rift surfaced the 
week before that game with- 
Jones’ absence from the home 
defeat against Southampton. 

Watford-born Jones origi- 
nally cost the dub £10,000 foam 
non-League Wealdstone in No- 
vember 1986 and be3ped the 
chib to Wembley success against 
Liverpool in the' 1988 FA Cop 


play Football League matches 
across the Irish Sea - or in 
Cardiff. 

Blackburn yesterday com- 
pfeted the 2.8m signing of Chris 
Coleman from Crystal Palace - 
and immediately named the 
25-year-okl international in the 
squad for tomorrow's home 
gamewith Middlesbrough. 

Coleman passed the routine 
medical after agreeing a con- 
tract which ties him to Ewood 
Park until the summer of 1999. 

Bolton, desperate to sign a 
striker, have dismissed reports 
that they have made &£15m bid 
for Aberdeen's Earn Jess hut re- 
main in the hunt for Sheffield 
United's Nathan Blake. 

The straggling Premiership 
sdfe insist they have not been 


turned down in a bid to land the 
B ramhall lune front-runner. 

"We deny that there has 
been a flJm bid for Jess and 
the situation re garding Blake is 
on-going,” the Bolton manag- 
er, Roy McFarland, said. Jess, 
25 yesterday, is set to pledge his 
future to Aberdeen despite 
peculation Unking him with 
Everton, Liverpool, and New- 
castle. 

Bolton have tabled an offer 
believed to be £750,000 for 
Blake, who is United’s top scor- 
er with 11 goals, but the move 
appears to have gone cold fol- 
lowing the arrival of new man- 
ager Howard Kendall. 

Steve Hodge, the 33-year-old 
former England midfielder, has 
joined Watford on a free trans- 
fer from Queen’s Park Rangers 
■The European Court of Jus- 
tice rules is expected to rule to- 
day that football’s system of 
transfers and its limits on for- 
eign players are OlegaL The rul- 
ing follows a case brought by the 
Belgian player Jean-Marc 
Bosnian. There is no appeal 
against the Court's decision. 


Anderton still full of hope 


Darren Anderton is refusing to 
rule himself put of England’s 
plans ford ext summer's Euro- 
pean Champonshqy finals. • 

The 23-year-pJd Tottenham 
winger made an impressive 
start to his international career 
and looked set to become a cen- 
tral pari of Tfeny . Venables’ : 
build-tip for Euro V6. Howev- 
er, Anderton has not featured 
for England since the. Umbra . 
-Cup game against Brazil last 
summer after suffering a groin : 
injury which has also ruled him 
out of most of this seas on. / j 

Ande rton is planning a return 
over the Christinas period and. 
has recently been contacted by 
the England coach, who tm* 
der lined .he was still in his 
plans. 

i Tfcny has told me to take ray 
time -and make sure I have 


recovered fijDy before I start 
playing again,* Anderton said. 
, ‘ i With the European Cham- 
pionships being in England I am 

- desperate to be involved in foe 
squad - and me being injured 
for the beginning of this season 

’ could be a blessing in disguise 
.because I would be fitter and 
-fresher come Jane. 1 ’ 

‘.- Anderton has played just 
. -four games in six months, after 
haring an operation to remove 
• a . cyst from his grom musde - 
but he has dismissed rumours 
that- a pelvic problem was 
threatening his career. 

“There was a problem with 
. .my prfrisi befog put of line, but 

- a bone scan stowed there was 
. no real trouble.” he insisted. 

“My big worry was missing foe 
European Championships, and 
iftheboneshad beetroutaf fine 


like some suggested, it would 
have ruled me out for a year. 
The worst part is sitting there 
watching the games. 

‘Tib doing some gentle run- 
ning now, and I’ve just pot to 
build up foe strength in my 
groin. The operation was four 
weeks ago, and they said it 
would be six to eight weeks be- 
fore 1 could play again, so that 
means around Boxing Day.” 

Another international hoping 
for a festive comeback is Ian 
Rush, foe Liverpool and "Wales 
striker, who has undergone car- 
tilage surgery on his right knee. 

Rush has pencilled in Boring 
Day for his return to first-team 
footbalL “Hopefully I can get 
some sort of game with foe kids 
next week,” he said. "Fd say the 

latest I will be fit is Boxing Day 
against Aston Villa.” 


game than a contact sport, but 
Charlton, by his own admission, 
is "of the old school”. The 
route-one approach he calls 
“simple" was exposed as mere- 
ly simplistic by foe sophistica- 
tion of the Dutch. 

The ball seldom left the 
ground when Guus Hiddink s 
side were in possession; it was 
hardly ever on it when the 
Irish had the ball. Edgar Davids 
and Clarence Seedorf proved 
themselves prodigious midfield 
talents; foe finishing of Patrick 
Kluivert was ruthless and pre- 
cise: and foe imposing Michael 
Bogarde demonstrated against 
Cascarino that foe Dutch have 
not forgotten how to head a 
ball. 

Before be left foe post-match 
press conference in a huff, 
Charlton’s decision to send on 
Alan Kernaghan for John 
Aldridge was queried. It was a 
switch made with valid tactical 
aims in mind, but seemed to 
sum up his lost touch for it 
meant the Irish had eight de- 
fenders on the pitch when they 
were a goal behind. 

Chariton, extraordinarily, 
had no attacker on foe bench, 
haring deemed Mark Kennedy 
too young for such a big game. 
The Liverpool winger is, in 
fact, two months older than 
Khiiveri. 

■ Patrick Kluivert, who scored 
both the Dutch goals at Anfield 
on Wednesday night, has 
pledged his loyalty to his club, 
Ajax, the European champions, 
despite inevitable speculation 
that he will soon be on his way 
to Italy; “People keep asking me 
if I want to go and play in Italy,” 
he said. “It is nice to be talked 
of in this way but we wDl have 
to see what happens. I hove one 
year left in my contract. I love 
playing for Ajax and to be com- 
pared to Marco van Basten is 
a great honour." 


Davenport 
the pride of 
Southport 

Non-Leagro notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Some professional footballers 
drop out of the full-time game 
and, in foe words of the South- 
port manager, Billy Ayre, “treat 
non-League football as some 
sort of gravy train." There are 
others, though, who cope ad- 
mirably with foe change m their 
status and set a splendid exam- 
ple, and Southport have one such 
player in Peter Davenport. 

The former England, Not- 
tingham Forest and Manches- 
ter United striker joined foe 
GM "Vfenxhall Conference chib 
just after the start of 1995-96, 
after a couple of seasons in Scot- 
land. “He’d spent the pre-sea- 
son period with Scarborough, 
and he wasn’t fully fit when he 
joined us,” Ayre explained last 
night, “but since he’s been fit, 
and I’ve put him in the side, he's 
been exemplary. He has a 
tremendous will to win. and he 
works ever so hard.” 

Davenport is Southport's top 
scorer this term with eight goals 
to date, foe most recent of 
which came in last Saturday's 
outstanding 3-2 win at Kidder- 
minster Harriers. The Haig Av- 
enue dub have won five of their 
last six games - a record which 
earned Ayre the GMVC “Man- 
ager of foe Month award for No- 
vember - and have dim bed to 
eighth place in foe table. 

Southport finished third last 
season and fourth in "93-94, and 
Ayre is confident that they can 
claim an even higher position at 
foe end of this campaign - and 
maybe even win back foe Foot- 
ball League place they lost to 
Wigan in 1978 - their Haig Av- 
enue ground satisfies League re- 
quirements. “We're not keeping 
too many clean sheets but we're 
getting plenty of goals, and 
we’ve got four other regular 
scorers as well as Davenport,” 
Ayre, who joined Southport 
late last season, sajd. “We’re 
playing with confidence now." 
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Jack Charlton reflects on Ireland's defeat by the Netherlands at Anfield on Wednesday Photogra 

TCCB rejects Illingworth deman 


Cricket 

DAVIO LLEWELLYN 


Power to foe people, or more 
correctly to the 18 first-class 
counties, was the message to the 
England chairman of selectors. 
Raymond Illingworth, following 
foe Test and County Cricket 
Board winter meeting at a bleak 
and blustery Lord’s. 

The TCCB's cricket commit- 
tee had pul forward a recom- 
mendation - naturally welcomed 
by Illingworth - that he should 
be allowed to overrule a coun- 
ties' selection of an England play- 
er for them if it was felt to be in 
the best interests of the Test side. 


But while not being thrown 
ouu the 20- strong boaid refused 
to sanction any such increase in 
the England supremo’s power- 
base. Instead they declared 
their sympathy for Illingworth 
and compromised hv inviting 
him to tackle counties on an in- 
dividual basis as and when the 
need arose. 

If that was something of a fog- 
gy decision, the one concerning 
players with dual nationality 
such as England bom. Aus- 
tralia-raised Andrew’ Symonds, 
who has just been named in Aus- 
tralia's preliminary World Cup 
squad of 20. was mystifying. In 
September, Symonds, 20, re- 
jected an invitation to go on the 


England A tour to Pakistan, fu- 
elling speculation that although 
he said he would make himself 
availahle for England when be 
first signed for Gloucestershire 
Iasi summer, his international 
ambitions lay “down under." 

To this end foe board has pro- 
duced a declaration of intent, to 
be signed at the start of each 
season independently of any 
contract the player may have 
with foe county. 

Unfortunately the board is as 
yet unsure if such a declaration 
is legally enforceable. But if 
Symonds makes it into Aus- 
tralia’s final 14 for the World Cup 
it will become academic, since he 
will disqualify himself from play- 


ing county cricket as an Engkind 
qualified player in future. 

Gloucestershire’s secretary. 
Philip August, said last night; 
“Andrew has not yet signed a 
contract to play for u> in 19MO. 
But if he does, we don't antic- 
ipate anv problems.” 
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Daly stumbles into a pile of problems 


There was to be no happy re- 
turn to Jamaica for the Open 
champion, John Daly, yesterday. 

Daly, disqualified from the 
Johnnie Whiter World Champ- 
ionship for signing for a wrong 
score four years ago, began 
this year's event at Tfyall. Mon- 
tego Bay. with a quadruple bo- 
gey eight - and three holes later 
added a double bogey seven. 

"Poor John - he can’t even 


gel drunk tonight to forget it,” 
said Scotland's Sam Torrance 
before venturing onto the 
course himself. 

Daly, who was the last of the 
20 players to arrive and did not 
have time for a practice round, 
hooked his opening drive 50 
yards left of where he was aim- 
ing. He dearly had little mem- 
ory of the course, for when his 
caddie. Greg Rita, told him bow 
far it was id carry to ditch in 
front of the green, Daly replied: 
“What ditch?” 


Knowing about it did not do 
him any good. His dub twisted 
in the tangly rough and the ball 
finished in the 'hazard. From 
there things went from bad to 
worse, in trying to play the ball 
back out. he hit a rock rather 
than his ball. He then took a 
penalty drop, went over foe 
green with his next and then left 
his chip way short. 

Two pulls later, he was al- 
ready four over par. A bogey 
four at foe short third quickly 
followed and then the seven at 


the 496-yard fourth to leave him 
seven over par. 

By comparison. Nick Faldo's 
opening bogev five was none i> h > 
disastrous, but it did lease 
Britain's world No 6 ihrei.- 
strokes behind foe curly leader. 
Wayne Riley. The Australian, 
w-ho beat Faldo to the Scottish 
Open title in July, chipped in ai 
the first and also birdied the 
long fourth. Torrance and his 
fellow Scot. Cofin Montgom- 
erie, were among the last play- 
ers to co out. 



American footbafl 

' The Green Bay' Packers aifltered a blow 
. to tiro* Super BchA aspiraricosvesieraay 
with the news mat their top defensive 
end. Reggie White, has been tost for 
the rest of the season. White vrid re- 
quire EUfgsry to repair the hamstring 
behind tasleA Knee. 

Athletics 

ENSLAHb TOtB RAW Wortd Cron Coan- 
bj Omfc'tfe, Brussels, Sartre) tow I 
Comfort] ffihSsiSMyi. TUteMwon , ®lad£ 
heath). J torn** ***»«“ 

iChSmstonll, -S Newport rttoctoieatM. 
Women: 3 Bartley (BErteM). A 0«fes tB as- 
k©^).2tW0fHai^.SYbB«iSBlS«S. 

Basketball 

IRA. Boston ill Psdafcfpte 
as 101 asm * Oitaplp 
SaasOi fiS Sot ArJoaoaS; Housm 300 Wn- 

BUDWSsaU£AGUE Thames VaOej'T’gHS 
90tandon LfiopffltB SZ. 


a Biathlon 

WOHtPOUP EVB05 O MutoSri^l I ng f yr 
Wamenrs lSUm I M 

/ 34-Ssec (2 laws XPBehtetG») 

- 49 -. 45.0 or. 3 S 4G>sta<a JSWam.SOraa 


Baxfcng 

Geoff ftreman, the turner hhyywigtt 
champion, wfli end his career whee it 
aB began - « Madison Square Garden, 
NewtorK-wtth a flgit against Mtehaei 
Moarer on 29 ftbrumt the promoter 
Bob Arum said yesterday. 

Cricket 

St£HFEU) SHIELD (Soeood day 
Maflxnm: Vkawo 430 tor 6 (M OoO. 203). 
Tasmona 171 tori pcw75m]. - 
BKlAfOWUMSI (tr Mb W»ni,atbrte- 
H»fi fiwlie. m rtnofirrt 
a3fe K smtties {capo. B Cantos. HWmmer. 
SMctcato, J Ownteiaw.PSadvCpoiy"- 
S nadfern. JSWi {u*0. CTa*r, J Bton. 


FootbaH 

Fbitsmouth have extended Mortjn Alton's 

loan ftxn West Ham by anrtte month 

with a view to ban them to a 
• £500,000 deal in the nw jpar Hear- 
iVed in Sepwnberbutws unstiieto pby 
torfcti weete alter a cartfegs operator. 
88AZHMH CHAMPWWHto RML ftet 
^:fiaiat»2 SotttB IfSeoond feg 17teO. 

TCMPORAKVnUANggtfc StorveOrtlW. 

Mo mn agnforBst to 

nood, f^mouih to RBOdflg. David Loeas, 
Preston » Oarttngton. 


Golf 

Jtian Holmes of Wfeles Sad a ftstrevnd 
76 to be 11 shots off the pace set by 
India '5 Jeev Mffltfia Sm^i, who had a 
courae record 66, at the RNBppine 089- 

sto In Laffna yesterday. 

000UM CLASSe (AuetnS^ lMhgM- 
mod Ksnc 87 S Appletv. AGflUgsn; 68 
J Sank*. G Dort. Q Chalmart. M Long (NZ) ; 
69 S Rabreon, R Stephens; 70 B Jackson 
(Enj).SA8to , {N3 I CRany LW&g8r MBher- 

In^on, PGcw. 

WOMENS FHBLEAD6RB0MD LoMfeadPO- 
SMonK 1 1 Dawes {Eng? 397.73pa: 2 A 
Soonsam (Snto 311^0; 3 B Dental (US) 
246.77; 4 L Neumann (SM) 223 S D 
Mocrtls (US) 202. S5: 6 K Robtkfls (US) 
18009; 7 BNngOJS) 155ZT: 8 M McCann 
(US) 15433: 9 M Mellon (US) 14630; 10 
T aeon (US? 138.68. Selected : M A 
Nthctai 12Z25;2aL ftfcdatoi ®ig) 
79D0; 48CPterce (Er« 5035; B4TJohn- 
son fEntf) 4438: 63 P (Sco) 40^6; 

75 K UnM (Sco) 3 4X® 87 L Hackney 
O&AOT; 52 C Hall (Eng) 2735; 9* H 
WMwertti (WtoO 26 «l 

lea hockey 

Tommy Errhsen was sentenced to 90 
days in prison in Oslo yesterday alter 
injuring two spectators when he flung 
he stk* into TO stands in a fit of rage, 
it e beSeved to be the first time a top 


Norwegian athlete had been sen- 
tenced to prison for a ^me- re) a led 

incident 

»«_- ramps 8sy3 Hartford >. StrfteJo 4 Cu- 
orto 3; Detroit 3 Oucapo U W Rangers 4 
Besson 2: Canary B DaRas 4; Vancouver 2 
Eorwnffln 2 (rti; Los AngEtes 6 Odaw 2; Ane- 

hem 6 PlUsOutfi 3. 

OUMhC QUALIFYING teoup A (MKon 
KeynM): Gna Brttam 1 Derma* L 

Motor vaca^ 

The 1996 Formula One calendar win 
agywi have two races in Gamanv: Inad- 
dJtion to the German QBnd Pit* n Hock- 
enheim on 28 July, TO Grand Prtx of 
Europe will, as last season, be at TO 
Nuteurging an 28 Apni. 

The WiUions-Henault team ctoctaM 
TOtasteStliTOftrtheseoonddaynjri- 
rtoig In formula One tests at Esrorfl, Por- 
tugal, yesterday but unlike TO first day 
Britain's Demon HjU was quieter than 
his Canadian team-mate, Jacques Vil- 
leneuue. Hill manned TO beet time of 
TO moirtng session on a dry track m 
map winter weather In limn l9.45sec. 
VHfeneuve docked 1^0.75 around 
the 2.709-mfle Fernanda Pires da Sil- 
va track. 

F0AM1A QNE1EET SSSaON ffistnrt. for) 
Up mk 1 □ HD (68, MHkams-Reneui) 


1:19.45; 2 J Vdeneure (Can. VWiamMfcnaJU 
iao.75; 3 M SchumjcTief (Gw. Ferrom 
U21J3: 4 R Bamctefo (Bra. .kmJarv-Peu- 
geou ULB1: S E Irvine iGB. Fensn) 
1 121.98: 6 i Ales (Fr. Benetson fleneefu 
U22J1. 


Olympic Games 

Athens said yesterday it would make 
a last-minute aid to stage the 2004 
summer Games. Applications for the 
2004 Olympics must be submitted to 
the International Olympic Commraee by 
10 January 1996. A number of cities 
have already applied, mduding Rome. 
Cape Town, Buenos Aires, Lille and 
Seville. 

Rallying 

Peugeot will return to the Monte Car- 
lo Rally after a 10-jear absence next 
month with two cars driven by the 
Frenchmen. Frangors Ddecour and 
Fiangos ChamoL the French constructor 
said yesterday. 


Rugby League 

Adelaide have been confirmed as the 
10th Australian Super league diiL They 
will play their home games at the 


Adelaide Oval, which has a capacity of 
40.000. 

Great Britain's youth team will be aim- 
ing for their first wciory over Australia 
in the first of two centenary Tests at 
Widnes tomjyrt. The Australians, who 
have not lost a Test senes in their 23- 
year history, haw conceded just one try 
in meir three rour games so fat 

BARLA GREAT BRTTAM YOUTH XII (u Aus- 
tralia. Widnes, tonight): M Kay iLH/fu: P 
Adair (Whitehaven I. N Kite D FU- 

leyfene (Leeds). G Wilson (Wnitehavenj; C 
Lee (Uighi. J Gwifliaw (St Helens): p 
Fatoant (Leigh) or K Tonstai iwbrianpion), 
M Jackson (Whitehall. A Burtand (6w- 
Ixiyi. R McOo n a W (VA yveifiioni. K Lacey t'r 
Helens!. J Wright IWw?. 

Rugby Union 

Newport, the Hemeken Welsh League 
duD. haw released (her team manner 
Alex Lawne and coach Paul Evans. Stew 
Jones nill assume the coaching duties, 
while the management role will be tak- 
en by Tom David, TO club's recently ap- 
pointed director of rugby. 

The Pontyprdc lock Mark Rowley has 
been suspended for 12 weeks after a 
personal hearing into his dismissal while 
pl3ymg against Treorchy on 25 No- 
vembee nwrfey. sent oft far head-bUDf^. 


begins his suspension on Sunday and. 
although he will become available 
again on 16 March, FVjntvpridd's next 
Hemeken League match afrerthat is at 
Neam on 30 March. Rowley's Team- 
mate. the prop James Alms, who was 
sent off in the same match for throw- 
ing a punch, has been gwn an eight- 
week ban. 

The Scottish Rugby Football union 
yesterday confirmed that the country's 
participation r\ next season’s European 
Cup will be on a district rather than club 
base- 


Skiing 

"Eddie tne Eage " Edwards, the be- 
spectacled Snton who brau^it OtympK 
sKI jumping to new lows at Calory in 
1986. returned to Late Piaod yester- 
day to begin his quest to compete et 
the 1998 Olympic Games at Nagano. 
Japan. Edwards said he hopes to train 
in TO United States tor two years so he 
can meet TO criteria to compete for 
Great Bn tarn. 

FRCESTYIE WOOD CUP EVENT (U Pti&t*, 
r*>: Acruski. Ilw 1 H B»^n^3ttn«r (Siuti 
25.eStns: 2 1 Edmonton (US) 25.76: 3 A In 
bagrFni 24.25. Women: IV BaisfaiQ iRi&i 
2s. 45; 2 C Ftcnoz iFn 26.55: 3 E RuunAW 
iRus) 25 90. 


Swimming 

Mark Foster produced TO fastest qual- 
ifying nmes tar today's 50m butterfly fi- 
nal (24.00sec) and (omoroiv's lflCbj 
freestyle final i49.92i m the Unde Ben's 
Winter Challenge at Sheffield vesterdaj. 
Foster, TO farmer wortd short -course 50m 
champian. is at TO centre of a proraoeo 
dru& dispute alter testing dcsip. s tor 
cannabis and Salbutamoi. a drug used 
to treat asthma, at the Frencn champi- 
onships m July. Foster says he inhaled 
the cannabis passrjely while being in the 
same w as a user, i am no. tt&i \%or- 
wd because (a) I knerw i aion't. lave TO 
stuff and ib'i people in swimming kncr.v 
that cannabis «sn'i a performance-en- 
hancing drug anywav;' he said. 

Table tennis 

Carl Prean has been gr^en to gc-aneai-i 
to represent GreaL Bnam at na«*. j'ear'; 
Olympics despite he refusal to pfo> for 
Engand as longas 'Inen Wnfiua is in the 
team. Chen is Chinese-bom but irws ir. 
RcTOrham ann holds i Bntisn passpyt. 

ENGLAND RANKINGS: 1 M 2 A 

Cnd* lOwwai. 3 Dvr. horvsr 4C Pa.- 
an ikAV: 5 D Pou0as fvVanvrcics’: 6 J Ed*r. 
iLancsr 7 B Bfingyi itierns'. 8 J T*far iUs c,-. 
9 J Houanc (E&oj: 10 C Octb^I "iui‘*i. 
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INDEPENDENT * FRIDAY IS DECEMBER 1995 


‘Obviously the money matters a lot, but there is also ego and pride. I’ve still got the 
desire to prove that I'm the best, belter than any heavyweight who has ever been 
KEN JONES finds Mike Tyson in determined mood Page 26 


Venables stung by judge’s criticisms 


fogtbaB 

GLENN MOORE 


Terry Venables’ credibility as the 
England coach suffered a dam- 
aging blow yesterday when a 
judge said some of the evidence 
he had given under oath had 
been “wanton’’ and not “entirety 
reliable to put it at its most char- 
itable” 

The comments were made 
by Mr Recorder Williams as he 
found against Venables in a case 
brought by Jeffrey Fugler, a 
businessman, who was suing 
Scribes Wfest, Venables’ London 


dub, for an unpaid £20,000 bill 
Although the sum was reduced, 
and Fugler ordered to pay half 
of his own costs. Scribes west is 
likely to have to find more than 
£100,000 to cover the legal costs. 

It is the judge’s comments, 
however, which will concern the 
Football Association, The judge 
said some of Venables’ evi- 
dence “contradicted” both his 
own version of events in his re- 
cently published autobioj 

pby ana evide 

previc 
with the i 

iavolvinL 

He also appeared unim- 


I evidence Venables nad 



pressed with Venables’ asser- 
tion, made in court, that he had 
not been able to find an invoke 
from Fugler. **1 find his denial on 
oath in the liquidation proceed- 
ings of the receipt of the invoice 
as being rather wanton,” the 
judge said “Had a diligent search 
been made the invoke would 
have been recovered It is with tins 
in mind that I do not accept his 
evidence to be entirety reliable, 
to put it at its most charitable.” 
He later added: “I do not go 
so far as to say it [the invoice] 
was deliberately withheld, but 
it must cast some doubt on the 
evidence of Mr fEddie] Ashby 


and Mr Venables and the way 
in which their business was 
conducted.” 

Tbe FA have stood by Ven- 
ables during aprolonged series 
of court cases, investigations and 
allegedly damaging document 
leaks. However, they do have an 
escape clause in their contract 
with Venables. 

Although there has bees 
some reported disquiet among 
members of the FAs interna- 
tional committee at Venables’ le- 
gal entanglements, they are 
pleased with the progress of the 
football team, and because of 
this are negotiating an attention 


to Vfenabks’ contract. At present 
it will expire after the European 
Championship next summer. 

Last nigh t the FA were un- 
available for comment 
In a complicated case the 
judge also ooticsed almost every- 
one else who gave evidence. The 
evidence supplied by Eddie Ash- 
by, Vaa&es’s ill-star^ 
adviser, needed, he said, to be 
treated with “more than a pinch 
of salt, more likely a handful’’ 
Venables wife, Yvette, was 
said to have given evidence de- 
signed to help her husband, her 
husband's dub, and the court, 
“in that order of priority.” 


The evidence of his agent, 
Eric HaU, was, he said, more 
useful for its entertainment val- 
ue than anything else. 

Fugler, whose brother, a 
lawyer, is also suin£ Venables, 
did not escape criticism. He had 
brought die case after Ven- 
ables only paid him a third of 
a £30,000 fee for promotional 
work for Scribes wfest During 
the six-day hearing at Central 
London County Court he tnen- 


ingham ’s transfer from Not- 
tingham Forest to Tottenham, 
who were then managed by 
Venables. The transfer is still be- 
ing investigated fcy the Premier 


ument which referred to a 
£30,000 payment made to Frank 
McLimock. The payment was in 
connection with Teddy Sher- 


i documents, which Fugler 
said he had picked up by mis- 
take; then appeared in a na- 
tional newspaper at about the 
same time they became avail- 
able to Venables' solicitors. 
Their publication, said En- 
ables, was further evidence of 
an orchestrated campaign 



accused Fugler of having an 
“improper and ulterior motive 
in keeping the documents - 
namely to bring pressure on the 
dependents to make payment." 

He therefore sad he treated 
Fugler’s evidence with a pinch 
of •'judicial salt" and ordered 
him.- to ipay half his own esti- 
mated £90,000 costs. He also re- 
duced the £20,000 sum because 
some of the promotional work 
contained errors.- including a 
wrongteiephone number. How- 
ever, the mistakes were not bad 
enough to support Venables' 
counter-claim against Fugler. 

Duos to let Jones go, page 27 


THIRD TEST: Rhodes and McMillan dig in to rescue South Africa after Martin and Illingworth cut through the top order 

England let their 
advantage slip 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Durban 

South Africa 139-5 v England 


So far, the only gams in this se- 
ries have come from the mis- 
takes of those losing the toss. 
Yesterday was no exception. By 
backing their decision to hat first 

with reckless abandon. South 
Africa finished a day curtailed 
by bad light and rain on 139 for 
3, with England, having ridden 
their fortune, firmly in control. 

On all the evidence so far, 
there is clearly a vast gulf be- 
tween the thought processes of 
these two sides. Yesterday was 
another case in point after Eng- 
land picked two swing bowlers 
and included a spinner, while 
South Africa dropped theirs to 
strengthen their batting. 

After virtually hauling Eng- 
land’s carcass single-handedly 
off the floor at the TOnderere, 
Atherton is clearty feeling bold. 
The replacement of two of his 
tried and trusted old faith- 
fuls with two hip young 
swingers, will not have come 
easily. It clearty shows he can be 


ruthlessly objective when he 
wants to. though he must have 
begun to question his motives 
and wish for tbe accurate Fras- 
er once South Africa’s openers 
had reached 50, off only 89 balls. 

So far rhic tour, although 
Mark fiott and Peter Martin 
have had their moments with 
the ball, their dual inclusion 
here came as a shock even to 
seasoned selection buffs with a 
direct line to the Raymond 
Illingworth control tower. Nei- 
ther swings tbe ball regularly, as 
Dominic Cork did at the Wan- 
derers, so when the Derbyshire 
bowler fafled to curve tbe new 
ball, the portents did not appear 
to bode well for the others. 

If Atherton’s faith in 
Kingsmead’s “swingy condi- 
tions" was in crisis, he masked 
it welL Although he soon re- 
moved Marlin, after the Lan- 
cashire paceman conceded 16 
runs in his first seven balls - all 
crisply struck to the cover force 
by Andrew Hudson - he was 
quick to show faith and return 
him, this time from the Old Fort 
End, where the crosswind 
helped him to shape the ball to- 
wards the slips. 

The switch, proved a fbrtu- 


SCOREBOARD 


ff&a otfr. South Africa won toss) 
SOUTH AFRICA - Ftot hok* 

G Wrsfisn c Hck b Matin .. A 

09 min. 62 DoBs) 

A C Hudson c Cratadey b mngMartn — _,45 
(SB min. 63 dads. 9 tours) 

■W J Cronje c Martin b IBngworth B 

(28 mm. 17 baits. 1 tour) 

D J Culman c SnUtfi b Mann — 10 

(6* min. 60 babs. 2 toms) 

J N Rhodes not out — £6 


: Code 1940-4&4 (9-6-l»03-2- 
M 7-3-140), Bott *1-4*4 (5-1-150 3- 
040). Math 13-4-310 (20-170 4-1-6-1 
7-30-2) . Mmp wrtb 22*43-2, nek 20- 
54 tone sped sac ft). 

Pw g LiK SO; 57 min, IAS were. 

luncft: 76 tor 3 (Cuflnsn 9. Rhodes 2) 31 
ouas. 

200: 198n*i, 502 ovas. 

uac 136 lor 5 (BhaJtt34, Ucnttan 25) 62 


(141 min. 102 balls. 4 found 

I H KaBs c Russell b Martin 1 

(12 mm. 12 baBa) 

BMMcMfltan notout - 26 

(8S mm, 68 baba, 3 toutsi 

Extras Qb5) .5 

Total (lb r 5 , 250 rati, 64 ovara)_— 189 
tank 1-54 (Kirsten), 2-58 (Hutton), 3-73 
tCronje). 4-85 (Cullman). 509 (KaBs). 

To tot fD J Rtchanoon. S M Polo*, c R 
Matthews, A A DoraM. 


Bad BghC stopped pity. 2A4nm. 

ENGLAND: *M A Atherton, A J S man. 1 P 
Oawtey, GP Thorpe, G A Hick. R A Smith, fR 
C ftjsae*. □ G Cork, P I Mardn. R Kfflng- 
worth. M C Ion. ' 

UraptoK S A Bucknor and D L Orchard. 

TV rapfoy moptra: KEU e ba nb og, 

Match rofereo: C H Uc^d. 

Hmt Test (Pretoria): March draetv 

Second Tost (Johannesburg): Match 
dram. 


itous one. Gary Kirsten, dis- 
tinctly edgy after being bogged 
down in single figures for well 
over an hour, attempted a forc- 
ing shot off tbe bad foot and 
got an edge, tbe chance being 
picked up sharply by Graeme 
Hide going to his left at second 
slip. 

The loss, no doubt deeply felt 
tty team-mates and those who 
like their adhesives thickly 
spread, seemed to spread pangs 


order. Hudson, who had unt 
then been punching his drives 
with great precision, suddenly 
seemed aware that he needed 
a big score to calm the selectors’ 
treacherous ihwighh. 

In the next over he went to 
pad away an innocuous delivery 
from Illingworth only to see the 
hall bounce up and, via pad and 
dove, find its way into John 
Crawley’s waiting hands at sil- 
ly point An unusual though 
dearcul first decision for the 
umpire Dave Orchard to make 
in his debut Test 

Such soft dismissals are a 
bonus at this level, but if Eng- 
land were thrilled by their doa- 
ble strike, their jubilation 
reached fever pitch when Han- 
sie Croqje holed out 10 minutes 
before lunch to a crass stroke.' 

The SouthAfrican captain is 
dearly feeling tbe heat of pub- 
lic concern, after England’s 
great escape in the lastlfest As 
a batsman he needs to be ag- 
gressive for he has neither the 
technique nor the tempera- 
ment to construct an innings, 
brick ty bride. Eke that of his op- 
posite number. 

Cronje’s is a method that re- 
lies on good fortune and not 
good judgement, which is what 
was clearty lacking when he de- 
cided to loft Illingworth's flat- 
ter arm ball back over the 
bowler s head and tamety mishit 
a catch to Martin at mid-on. 

Soon after lunch, the home 



England celebrate the faO of JacquesKaffis’ wicket during the first day of the third Test in Durban yesterday 
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side were further reduced when 
Darryl Cullman, their most nat- 
urally gifted batsman, blazed a 
wide half-volley from Martin 
straight to Robin Smith at cov- 
er. Nine balls later it was 89 for 
5 after Martin finally induced 
Jacques Kallis to play at one that 
bounced, the faint edge ending 
tbe talented 20-year-oIcTs debut 
knock. 


That brought .Martin his third 
wicket of the innings and his 
most deserving. He is a tall man 
who gets the land of bounce that 
is crucial in Test cricket, if de- 
fensive edges are to carry. How- 
ever, unless he swings the ball 
regularly, he probably lacks a 
yard of pace to be able to un- 
settle batsmen at this leveL But 
such a problem is by no means 


insurmountable and is one that 
the Lancashire coach, David 
Lloyd, should work on next 
year. 

However, just as a rout 
looked possible. South Africa 
found in Jonty Rhodes and 
Brian McMillan a pair of bats- 
men who realised that tbe only 
demons lay within tormented 
minds and not m the even-paced 


pitch, which apart from some 
occasional bounce was in a 
subdued mood. At the dose the 
pair were still together with an- 
other fifty partnership to their 
credit 

Since their return to Test 
cricket, five of South Africa’s 


best batting partnerships have 
been for the sixth or seventh 
wicket, so girding their loins to 
dig their side from trouble is 
clearty something the pair are 
used to. In the new South 
Africa, even dirty jobs are nev- 
er easy to come by. .. 
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Th ur s day 1 * Solution 



ACROSS 

1 Spanish man not about to 
cater Rhode Island with dia- 
monds (6) 

5 Carriage that's displaced 
phaetons (8) 

9 Fan needing space? That way 
it may go round a-spinning 
without fastening ( 10 ) 

10 New requirement for radio is 
dose (4j 

U Side-walk, as it were -a 


23 Intermittent saga about one 


patch of earth? (8) 

25 It mav be - note - somewhat 


short! (4) 

26 Unwise action, 


6 Metal I cut in savagely, divid- 
ing a mas (S) 

7 Dnu. say, from an Indian Ian- 



nored in Indian city (4) 

15 Curious exercises m test may 
be worthless stuff (8) 

18 Ammunition for Angry 
Young Men, primarily (8) 

19 Stagger about: bank fore- 
closed, impounding house, 
ultimately (4) 

21 Opposing action that has city 

investing in right fuel (6) 


<1 

27 A chap vriD embrace a chap 
from LA or NY? (8) 

28 Little birds that are lowest 
when flying? (6) 

DOWN 

r featured in the Apoc- 
i? No, indeed! (5) 

I for sigawriter- poor 
performer upset splash of 
paint round street (9) 

Put in power? Dictator’s 
ejected ahead of the rest (6) 
Heeced? Then knit those 
dresses, wanting warm, dry 
dotbes (623 A) 


8 Plant of little height about to 
be placed in quiet surround- 
ings (5-4) 

14 Dstraoedty muse in CE 
over mass movement for rec- 
onciliation T9) 

16 AB tbe staff to be outside, in- 
cluding boy in service (9) 

17 Bad-tempered, being a pain 
in the neck, mostly, about 
difficu lt situation (8) 

20 Disaster if taking up a sec- 
ond business (6) 

22 Pollarded moeasinsty 
blooming willow (5) 

24 A superimposed picture of 
the fashionable crowd (5) 


Wrong attack lacks class 


TIM DE LISLE 


The Johannesburg Test will be 
remembered partly for Mike 
Atherton’s heroics, partly for 
Jack RusseTs, but mainly for be- 
ing tbe first recorded case of 
IhtymondllHngworth deflecting 
the credit “He got me out of 
jail,” the manager remarked of 
the captain. He could have said 
tbe same last night in Durban 
- except that this time the 
thanks were due to the South 
African top order. 

When news of England's se- 
lection reached the press box, I 
thought someone was having us 
on. Illingworth’s policy on seam 
bqwleis was already well known: 
if in doubt, drop Fraser or Mal- 
colm. But this is the first time 
he has dropped them both. 
Alherton bad led England oa to 
the field only twice before with- 
out either man - again st Aus- 
tralia at Edgbasfcxi 1993 (his first 
Test as captain) and Brisbane 
1994. One of these was a heavy 
defeat; the other was worse 


ii^an that and stOl Illingworth 
and Atherton derided that their 
strongest attack for this crucial 
encounter was Cork, Eott, Mar- 
tin and the other Illingworth. 

It was common knowledge 
that South Africa were going to 
strengthen their batting, and 
turn Brian McMillan into the 
world’s best No 7. So England 
elected to weaken their bowl- 
ing. lb Cork, the unquestioned 
leader of the pack they gave a 
supporting cast with a combined 
total of 13 Ibsts, 23 wickets and 
no evidence of incisiveness. 

flott was brought on tour to 
add variety, but here be is sub- 
tracting ft - with Cork and 
Martin in the side, a third medi- 
um paced swing bowler is a lux- 
ury, whichever hand he holds 
the ball in. 

By unjustly discarding the 
only black man in the party, 
England did the United Cricx- 
et Board’s township pro- 
gramme no favours. By making . 
four changes -one short of the 
maximum possible - they 
squandered a rare opportunity 


to show that they have that pre- 
requisite of success, a settled 
side. Five of the batsmen are 
finnty established -or wooM be, 
if Illingworth were not so bGthe- 
ty capable of disregarding 
proven ability. ... 

At morning chinks, lily’s fol- 
ly was plain to see: 52 for 0, no 
swing to speak of, Martin mus- 
ing figures of 2-0-17-0, and An- 
drew Hudson, one of tbe 
world’s less electric batsman. 


headingfor a hundred before 
lunch. Then Gary Kirsten al- 
lowed his frustration to boil 
over, Graeme Hkk took a fine 
catch, and amass suicide began. 

The onty wicket for which the 
bowler was even half 

We was that 
nibbling at Martin’s out- 
swinger. Richard Illingworth 
was tidy - be knows no other 
way - but only one bowler 
looked Tbst class: tbe one who 
bowled 19 overs and didn't 
take a wicket. The South 
Africans had conjured a col- 
lapse out of nowhere. Isn’t that 
supposed to be England's job? 


Driver makes return journey 
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It is not only boomerangs that 
come back in Australia. When- 
Ian Baker-Finch lost his cool at 
the Cooltim Classic yesterday, 
he tried to lose his driver, too, 
but couldn’t Like its irritated 
owner, the dnb finished up a 
gum tree but it came back to 
him, via a spectator. 

The Australian threw the 
driver away in disgust before 
striding down the 17th fa irway 
to find one of the three balls he 
had just hit off the tee with the 
dub to various parts of the Hy- 
att Coolum resort course. The 
unwanted dob was retrieved by 
an elderly spectator and hand- 


ed back to Baker-Finch on the 
18th tee. but not until after he 
had hit a tee shot into a lake 
with another dub. That devia- 
tion from the fairway left him 
with a 79, seven over par and 12 
shots off the lead. 

“It was just very frustrat- 
ing,” Baker-Finch said. “I threw 
my driver and said: ‘Stuff it, ni 
find one of the balls’. I wish the 
gtty hadn’t found iL I tried to get 
it m the highest tree.” 

The 1991 British Open cham- 
pion is stuck in a poor run of 
form, but he had begun well in 
his opening round of the Clas- 
sic, picking up a birdie at the 


third. However, he double-bo- 
geyed the fourth and his frus- 
tration steadily grew as his 
game deteriorated By the 17th, 
he had had enough and took out 
his frustration on dub. 

_. He may not have enjoyed bc- 
ingpreseuted with it yesterday, 
but he probably did appreciate 
the gesture when ft was first 
hande d to him as a gift by the 
current Open champion, the 
American, John Daly. Unless, 
of course, he suspected from the 
start that tbe driver had ab- 
sorbed some of its previous 
owner’s past wild ways. 

Scores, Sporting Digest, page 27 



We could 
have named it 
after® a monk!?) 
ha bn but 


the fp § P O ff 
would have 
been onto u,s> 
like a shot. 
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THE SERIOUS BEER WITH THE SILLY HAME. 






